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FOREWORD

The Medical Library Association is committed to providing the very best
national assessment mechanism for the p.ofession of health sciences
librarianship, and is moving on many fronts to address the isgsue of
quality assurance in professional practice. The current Examinations for
Certificatior and “egistration are an integral part of this effort; the
involvement of memoers of the Association in the process of item
development is essential and very much appreciated.

This manual is 1 new initiative of the Medical Library Association. It
agsists members in developing and editing questions for the MLA General
and Area of Concentration Examinations for Certification or Registration
by the Medical Library Association.

In addition to improving the quality of MLA examination item -'riting, the
manual will also help individuals in their own educational and evaluation
endeavors.

Utilize the information and techniques outlined here as part of MLA's
collsborative effort to serve health sviences librarianship and, thereby,
to serve society through education, research and improved patient care.




PRE-TEST

Directions: T®ach of the questions below is followed by four or five
selected answers. Select the one that is best and circle the letter which
precedes the answer you prefer.

1. Subject headings are to be assigned to a 100k in which the following
subjects are discussed equally:
..Addison's disease
««Adrenal gland neoplasms
..Congenital adrenal hyperplasia
..Deficiency of adrenal cortex hormones
. .Hypercorticism

The best MeSH subject heading would be

a. ADRENAL GLANDS

b. ADRENAL GLAND DISEASES

c¢. ADRENAL GLAND HYPERFUNCTION
d. ADRENAL GLAND HYPOFUNCTION
e. ADRENAL GLAND NEOPLASMS

2, For which of the following statements would the foregoing question be
an acceptable measure?

a. Select sppropriate cataloging tools for classification
information

b. Identify appropriate cataloging tools for descriptive
cataloging information

c. Choose appropriate classification numbers from the NLM and LC
classification schedules based on current cataloging practice

d. Choose appropriate subject headings and subheadings based on an

understanding of MeSH vocabulary and principles of organization

3. According to Bloom's taxonomy, the foregoing question is written at
which cognitive level?

a. Knowledge

b. Comprehension
c. Application
d. Analysis

e, Evaluation

4, In the foregoing eample, which of the following is considered the
"key?"

a. MeSH

b.  ADRENAL GLAND DISEASES
¢. Subject heading

d. Addison’s disease
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In the foregoing sample, ADRENAL GLAND HYPERFUNCTION, would be

considered

a.
b.
c.
d.
e,

A distracter

A content limitation
A key element

A source

A stem

iv
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I. CERTIFICATIOMN AND REGISTRATIOM

Certification and Registration represents the longstanding commitment
of the Medical Library Association to foster excellence in professional
practice by assuring entry-level competence in identified areas of
health sciences librarianship. A voluntary program, it is designed to
provide the candidate with direction in the development of career
goals, to assist in the assessment of skill and knowledze, and to
provide opportunities for the development of a network of supportive
professional acquaintances.

Certification and Registration forms the cornerstone of a program of
career recognition which acknowledges exemplary practice and the
pursuit of excellence through disciplined professional development.

Certification and Registration helps MLA shape the character of the
pcofession and of professional roles now and in the future.




ITI. THE EXAMINATION

The MLA Examination for Certification or Regisctration is but one component
of a comprehensive and collaborative review of professional performance.

The ®xamination is broad and eclectic, with emphasis on the knowledge that
heslth sciences librarians ordinarily use in the workplace and on the
issues, thought processes, judgments snd tasks that librarians face every
day. The Examination restricts itself to the content relevant to health
sciences librarianship. It does not attempt to test all that an entry

-level librarian might have learned in a graduate program in librarianship.

Candidates for Certification and candidates for Registration write the
same examination. The Examination has two parts, a General Examination
and an Area of Concentration Examination. Both parts of the Examination
consist of multiple choice items based on a defined set of performance
obiectives.,

A, General Examination
The General Sxaminat.on assesses knowledge in three areas:

«+ the environment of health sciences librarianship
.- public services in the health sciences library
«+ technical services in the health sciences library

The General Zxamination recognizes the core of knowledge that
unifies the profession of health sciences librarianship and
information management.

B, Area of Concentration Examination

The Area of Concentration Rxamination acknowledges the reality of
individual differences in interest, preparation and work experience.
The examination deals in greater depth and specificity with the
knowledge and skill required in a given area.

The candidate selects an Area of Concentration from anmong three
options:

.« hospital librarianship
.. tublic services
.« technical services

Rach examination contains a fair mixture of essential content
assessed at several levels of cognitive complexity. Each of the
examinations is relevant to the diverse but typical work settings
for medical librarians. The result is a broad and valid sample o~
knowledre and skill expected of the entry-level health sciences
librarian,




ITI. OBJECTIVES FOR PROFESSIOMAL PERFORMANCE

The several dimensions of professional performance to which
Certification and Registration refer are expressed in Objectives or
"statements of expectation™ for health sciences librarians.

The performance objective is a device used to make it clear as to how
content is to be used. It states the behavior by which the candidate
will be asked to demonstrate the required skill or knowledge. Action
verhs are used to describe this behavior because they are precise and
unambiguous., And, they reflect the complexity of thinking which is
involved in demonstrating knowledge and skill on the Examinations.

Generally, lower levels of complexity require the recall or recognition
of facts. Intemmediate levels require one to apply information in
solving problems, while higher levels expect analysis, synthesis or
evaluation,

The EZxaminations for Certification or Registration refer directly to a
set of objectives which describe Lehavior expected of an etry-level
librarian with two years of experience.

Performance objectives for Health Sciences librarians are presented in
Apvendix T,




IV. TEST ITEMS

A. Basgic Considerations

Item Terminology

Objective test questions or items are those in which the examinee must
select the one correct or best response from two or more alternatives.
They are "objective™ in that the marking process is highly uniform
because the correct response has been determined in advance; the same
score is receivad regardless of the mechanism used for scoring.
Objective test items may be constructed in a variety of formats (e.g.,
multiple~choice, matching, true-false); however, psychometric research
suggests that multiple choice items are the most reliable and valid of
the objective formats. The MLA General Examination is composed
entirely of multiple-choice questions; this manual is designed to
facilitate proper and effective multiple-choice item development.

The following terminology is useful in describing any iter in the
multiple choice format:

MULTIPLE-CRCICE ITEM

A test question in which a number of alternative response choices
are given from whi~h the correct answer is to be selected. Most
such items on the MLA General Examinaticn use four or five
choices

DISCRETE ITEM

A single multiple-choice question, including the choices

STRM
The initial part of the item in which the task is delineated - a
question, directions, or an incompiete statement
OPTIONS
All the choices in an item
DISTRACTERS
The incorrect options
RRY
The correct answer
1TEM SETS

Two or more items based on a common passage, problem, graph,
experiment, chart, or other stimulus materials

10




2. Ttem Models

Fach item on the MLA Rxaminations for fertification and Registration
is written according to an estabiished set of specifications., These
specificatiors constitute the "model™ for the production of
standirdized items »f equivalent difficulty assessing knowledge and
skill in ways which have been judged aprropriate to the examination
and to the performance expected of entry-level librarians.

MLA Ttem Models are presented as Appendix II,
The following terminology is used in describing the model:

STATEMENT OF OBJRCTIVE

..formalizes the desired behavior using a controlled vocabulary

GENFRAL NRSCRIPTION

..provides a succinct overview of the set of behaviors to be
described more fully later in the model;

++8 one or two sentence description of what is actuully expected
of the examinee

COGMITIV® LEIVFEL

..defines the level of comclexity at which the examinee is
expected to think in finding the suitable response to a given
item;

«MLA Examination items are written at the following levels of
complexity:

Knowledge

Xnowledge is defined as the remembering of previously
learned material, This may involve the recall of a wide
range of material, from specific facts to comple:ce
theories, but all that is required is the bringing to
mind of the appropriate information. Knowledge represents
the lowest level of learning outcomes in the cognitive
domain.

Comprehension

fomprehension is defined as the ability to grasp the
meaning of material. This may be shown by translating
material from one form into another (words to numbers),
bv interpreting material (explaining or sunmarizing), or
bv estimating future trends (predicting consequences or
effects). These behaviors go one step beyond the simple
remembering of matcrial, but still represen: relatively
unscphisticated cognitive skill.

11




. Application

Application refers to the ability to use learned matarial
in new and concrete situations. This may include the ap-
plication of rules, methods, concepts, principles, laws
and theories. Application requires a higher level of
understanding than is expected unlier comprehension or
knowledge.

Analysis

Analysis refers to the ability to break down material
into its component parts so that its organizational
structure can be vnderstood. This may include the
identification of parts, analysis of the relationship
between parts, ind the recognition of organizational
principles involved. Behaviors here represent a higher
intellectual level than application or comprehension
because they require an understanding of both the content
and tha structural form of the material,

Evaluation

Evaluation is concerned with the ability to judge the
value of material (statement, statistics, research

‘ raport, article) for a given purpose. The judgments are
ty be based on definite criteria. Thase may be internal
criteria (organization) or external criteria (relevance
to the purpose) and the examinee may be expected to
determine the criteria or to appraise conditions
according to them. Behavior at this level is
sophistircited because it incorporates elements of all
earlier categories, with the aduition of conscious value
judgmencs based on clearly defined criteria.

Synthesis

Synthesis refers to the ability to put parts tonjether to
form a new whole. Thic may involve the production of a
unique communication (a paper or a speech), a plan of
operations (research proposal), or a get of abstract
relations (a scheme for classifying information).
Behavior at this level emphasizes creative activity with
major emphasis on problem solving, new patterns of
activity and the development of new structures. The MLA
Examination includes few items requiring thiaking at this
level of complexity.

Samples of questions written at each of the foregoing levels
of cognitive complexity are provided as Appendix II:.
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CONTENT LIMITATIONS

..attempts to narrow the iantent with which the examinee is

expected to demonstrate k~ *”edge or understanding. MLA cites
three options for limita::ow

Prec’s or full text of the content to which the objective
refe:s

Source citation{s) for the information needed by the examinee
and from which any questions must derive

Key elements from the content on which .pecial emphasis will
be placed

ITEM FORMAT

«.describes the form in which questions will be presented to the

examinee. For our purposes we are providing further
definitione:

Stimulus attributes

In this section, we must set down all the influential factor:
that constrain the composition of a set of test items.
Anything less than the most rigorous standards of intellectual
scrutiny will result in specifications that are imprecise and,
worse for item writers, misleading.

Redponse attributes

This component focuses on the examinee's response to the
elements generated according to che stimulus attributes
section. Onl’ gelected responses are addressed in MLA items,
that is, respo. ses selected by the examinee from among those
presented as pc.ertial options. Rules must be provided for
determining not ouly the nature of the correct response, but
also the nature of the wrong answer ptions.

CRITERION FOR CREDIT

..describes the criteria by which answers are judged. The

correct answer may be the best among several options, each of
vhich receives partial credit. Or, in another case, only the
correct answer receives credit.

ITEM SAMPLE

..provides an exact example of an item in full compliance with
the foregoing specifications. The sample has three
components:

13




‘x"llb Directions

. An explanation of how the student is to accomplish the item.
Caution is necessary to prevent the directions from exceeding
the demands of the objective to which the item refers.

Item

A discrete presentation including the stem and options (both
distracrers and key), presented in that order.

Rey

The correct answer. In the item model and in all items sub-
mitted, the key is always presented last, for convenient
identification,

11




IV. TEST ITEMS
B. Hints for Writers
Preparing the Item-as-a-Whole

The first step in preparing an item for one of the MLA
Examinations is a review of personal experience, knowledge and
skill in health sciences librarianship. Insightful items,
appraiging the performance of librarians at the entry-level,
grow out of professional practice well-grounded in the basic
theories of librarianship applied in the unique setting of the
health sciences.

Select an area of interest and thorough understanding,
important to the field and important to the examinee. While
the Performance Objectives in Health Sciences Librarianship and
the MLA Item Modrls provide direction in the construction of
individual items, they cannot substitute for personal knowledge
and experience on the part of the item writer.

The following comments on the Item-as-a-Whole may be helpful in
preparing to write:

* Use language that is simple, direct and free of ambiguity.
Do not make an item a test of reading ability unless such
is the purpose of the quest .on.

* Keep the purpose of the item clearly in mind. That is, if
you intend to test factual knowledge, do not "dress up"
the item to appear otherwise; if you intend to test
problem-solving skills, be sure that the item cannot be
angwered on the basis of factual information alone.

* TIf you intend for an item to be difficult, make certain
that it is difficult because it requires sophisticated
reasoning =~ the understanding of a higher level concept,
not becau:e .t tests obscure or esoteric subject matter.
Remember the audience for which the examination is
designed: librarians with two years of experience and a
working knowledge of basic concepts and practices in
health sciences librarianship. Here the MLA Item Models
offer a prototype for direct application.

* Structure the item around one central idea or problem that
is presented in the stem and to which all the options
relate in the same way.



Formulating the Stem

The stem is the most important portion of an item, because it
presents the task or problem to the sxaminee. It, therefore,
must be clearly written in order that examinees know what is
expected of them. 1If the item requires that the examinee read
the options hefore the nature of the item can be comprehended,
then the stet is inadequate.

To illustrete the dilemma this poses for the examinee,
congider tue following example.

Example 1
Vitamin D:

a. prevents scurvy

b. is an antibiotic

c. ig found in milk

d. is also known as niacin

Note here th~: (1) the abhreviated stem does not convey the
nature of the problem to the examinee; and (2) there is a lack
of homogereity in the options. The item is poor from the
examinee's vantage point and indicates that the item writer
has not properly formulated what is to be tested.

Consistent with providing the examinee a clear understanding
of what is expected, the stem should not be structured for
"€ill-in" responses. Such "breaks" in the stem unnecessarily
impede clarity. An example of this is illustrated below.

Exsaple 2

The profession of is concerned primarily with vision
care

a. optometry
b. podiatry
c. cardiology
d. pharmacy

When several items are based on a single setting or on
stimulus material such as a passage, graphs, or charts, make
sure that each item is independent of the other items in the
set. The examinee is expected to arrive at the answer from
the information provided in the stimulus material n.t icom
having answered correctly a previous question in tie set.
Avoid using distracters in one question that may p-ovide clues
for answering another question in the set. (A nota)le
exception is that in which an algorithm or specific procedure

14




is to be tested and where the correctness of a step depends
upon the accuracy of a previous decision or action. Presently,
however, the MLA Item Models do not include such materials.)

MLA Item Models are specific in describing the stimulus
attributes for items. Following those models carefully will
assure the production of items which avoid many pitfalls.

Generating Distracter Options

Although the development of the item stem is critical for the
item to contribute to a valid measure of achievement, the
construction of distracters is equally critical but probably
more difficulr. The most obvious purpose of a good distrac-
ter is, in a sense, to camouflage the correct response. As
such, a good distracter will be attractive o~ compelling to
the examinee who does not know the correct response or who
has incomplete or superficial knowledge of the material.
While distracters need not be equally compelling, they should
represent an array of errors or misconceptions for a range of
seriousness or crudeness.

One very useful way of generating distracters is to antici-
pate how examinees could independently arrive at logical
though incorrect responses, and the.. to utilize such incor-
rect respongses as distracters. As an example of this ap-
proach, congider the example below.

Example 1
15 x5 15 x5
a. 73 a, 3
b. 74 b. 20
c. 75 c. 55
d. 76 d. 75

The distracters on the left are designed solely to camouflage
the correct response. However, since there is no ,bviously
rational way to compute the responses in options a, b, and d,
the distracters are ineffective despite their numeric proxi-
mity to the keyed response. 1In contrast, the corresponding
item on the right contains distracters that bear a rational
but incorrect logic.

Option a would be obtained by solving the problem through
division rather than multiplication

Option b involves the erroneous use of addition

—a
~J
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Option c represents the use of multiplication but without
properly carrying the two from the "ones" to the "tens"
column,

This item illustrates a very important principle in genera-
ting distracters: treat distracters as a codification of
incorrect responses that examinees would likely supply if
multiple choices were not provided.

There are two additional considerations for writing distrac-
ters. First, you ehould not try to "trick™ the examinee.
Therefore, do not write distracters with ambiguous or mis-
leading terms. Second, your items should avoid combination
options such as "none of the above," or "all of the above.™
These options contain inherent psychometric weaknesses that
lower test reliability and validity.

Editorial Considerations

It is important that you review and edit items before submis-
sion. This will lower the incidence of: (1) ambiguities or
other problems preventing the knowledgeable examinee from
responding correctly; and (2) cues that "give away"™ the
correct responses to a marginal examinee.

The formal review process for the MLA Examinations is discus-
sed in Section V — Review Process. However, some editor-
ial issues are outlined below:

* Options should be independent and mutually exclusive.

* TItems asking for a particular course of action should
not solicit the examinee's opinion (What would you do?)
but rather, what the best action is (What should you
do?).

* Avoid using double negatives; they only serve to
confuse. (Tt mekes no sense to ask the examinee to
recognize that it is not true that that William Osler
did not establish the National Library of Medicine.)

* Avoid using absolute qualifiers (e.g., always, never,
totally, completely) in the options, since they do not
allow for the exceptional case and, therefore, usually
provide a clue that the response is incorrect.

* Overly long, qualified and technical options are
typically clues to the correct response. Insure that
each option within a given item is similar in form and
length.

* Options that are not grammatically consistent with the

18
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stem are typically incorrect. Therefore, insure that
each option provides grammatical consistency.




V. THE REVI®RY PROCESS

After a new item has been prepared (following the guidelines set forth
earlier in this manual), it should be submitted to the Editor of the
Examination along with a cover sheet (see Memo to Item Writers, Ap-
pendix IV and Item Submission Form, Appendix V) which gives the

Panel as much detail as possible about the new item. This detailed
information is essential for an effective: review by the Editorial Panel
for Certification and Registration Examination. Indicate the part of
the examination for which rhe item is submitted, either general or area
of concentration, Within those parts, indicate the area for which that
item is intended, e.g., public service, health care environment, etc.
Be sure to identifv the specific objective for which the item has been
written and to explain what the item is intended to do. For each
response ovbtion, give sufficient detail to explain why that response is
incorrect or correct. There should be only ONME correct answer; all of
the other responses should be incorrect. Finally, cite exactly the
source in which the correct angwer can be found. 1If this cover sheet
has not been completed, the iten will be returned without review until
the needed information has been supplied.

If the cover sheet is in order, the item will be reviewed by a Panel
member for the following criteria:

1. DNoes the item seem to be appropriate for the specified part of
the examination?

Does the item conform to the objective?

Noes the item meet the model specificatrion for that objec-
tive?

Is the item accurate, and does it have only one correct
answer?

I7 the right answer found in the cited source?

6. Does the item seem to be reasonable in view of the stated
objective?

At this point, the Panel member will recommend one of three possible
actions:

1., Accept the item for the data bank.

2. Accept the item with very minor revision (mostly of an
editorial nature,,

Reject the item and discard 1it.




The Panel as a whole will review each of the recommendations and will
come to consensus on the disposition of the item. To ensure confiden-
tizliev and credibility for the examination, item writers will r.ot be
informed of the mction taken on individual items. However, each item
will be acknowledpged by the Panel, and a list of individuals submitting
items will be published in the MLA News.

It will be the responsibility of the Panel to monitor the data bank
continuously to ensure that the items are accurate, current, and at the
procer level. The Panel also will detemmine objectives for which there
is a shortage of items.

The Panel will work with the Certification Committee in determining the
blue print for the examination (number of questions to be included for

each objective) and will select the items to be included on each of the
anncal examinations,




‘II’ POST TEST

1. Using the item which follows, MARK these components

a. Item Stem

b. Options
c. Distracters
d. Key

Sumple item:

Listed below are sources which might be used to evaluate a small
hosoital library.

2. Cumulated Index to Nursing and Allied Health Lit-
erature

b. Hospital Library Index

c. ™A Library of Internists®

d. Medical Books and Serials in Print

e. "Selected List of Books and Journals for the Small
Library® (The Brandon List)

Which of the following combinations represents the most useful
- tools?

W WA =
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2. 1In MLA Item Models, which of the following defines the subject
matter to be covered in an item?

a. General Description
b. Stimulus Attributes
c. Content Limitations
d. Rey Elements

3. 1Items vhich expect the examinees to assess value on the basis of
identified criteria are written at which of the tollowing cognitive
levels?

a, Synthesis
Y. Pvaluation
c. Analysis
d. Applicacion




‘4. Area of Concencratio~ Zxaminations will MOT be given in .

2. Technical Services

b. Hospital Librarianship
¢. Health Care Systems

d. Public Services

5. Item Writers should gsubmit items to

a. Certification Committee

b. Director of Education

¢. Tditorial Panel of Certification and Registration Zxam-
ination

d. Local Chapter representatives




APPFNNIX 1

Sample Items by Cognitive Level

RNOVLEDGE (remembering ideas, materiais, rules)

Item Sample:

You have been asked to purchase a book called "Physicians and Social
Medicine" for your library. The person making the request doesn't know the
publisher, but thinks the work was published in 1984, Before ordering this
book, you would like to verify the price and the publisner. Which of the
following is not an appropriate source for verifying this information?

. Booksg in Print

Cumulative Book Index

. Medical Books and Serials in Print
. Porthcoming Books

£ W N =

Here the answer is 4. Books in Print would be an appropriate source,
since it provides # listing of titles currently in print. Each entry
includes full hibliographic verification such as author, title, edition,
publisher, place and date of publicatior, and price. Cwmulative Book
Index provides a list of books that can currently be purchased from
publishers. Medical Books and Serials in Print provides a listing of
titles currently in print. Both include full bibliographic verification
information. Both are appropriate. Only Torthcoming Books is not an
appropriate source since it includes titles that have not yet been
published., There is your correct answer. MNow, of course, you may have
remembered this from vour basic course in health sciences bibliography, but
vou could reach the same conclusion by a process of elimination, drawing
uoon what you NO remerber to deduce the right answer.

COMPRNENSIOM (understanding the meaning)
Iten Samnle

"One aspect of decision-making by patients, namely decisions that give
permission for diagnostic or treatment interventions." For which of the
following is this definition most appropriate?

Invasive procedures
Ethical dilemma

Medical paternalism

. Informed consent

. Fiduciary responsibility

N W=
.

Your answer should be 4, Here the task is that of understanding the
meaning of a definition pregsented in terms which you may not have seen
before. Clues to the meaning may be found in "decision-making,"

£4
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"patients," and "permission." Or, you may be well-acquainted with ethical
dimensions of the health care enwironment and immediately recognized the
terms nresented as options more or less appropriate to the definition. ‘
Using logic might have been helpful in narrowing the choice. Option 5§
would likely be eliminated because it deals with another kind of decision,
that of finance or payment of bills. Options 2 and 3 are unsatisiactory,
although related, because they require definitions far broader than the one
given. "Informed consent" is often considered when debating "medical
patecnalism, ' and ce-tainly may figure in a discussion of ethical dilemmas
of health care provicers. The definition given fits option 4 perfectly; no
other option is suitable, .

APPLICATION (combining what you know to deal with a problem of situation)
Item Sample

You are cataloging the book titled Relative Costs of Home Care and
Hospital Care in Australia. You note the following entries in the
Annotated Alphabetic MeSH:

COST ALLOCATION
NASin%.0 .
NIM: enly . logs /mmheds /wends; ‘oust shiflng’ gom hede
(4, ]

wader COSTS AND COST ANALYSIS
X- COST APPFORTIONMENT
X COST SMIFTING

Nunise

COSTS AND COST ANALYSLS
NLI.i3t
“

COST ALLOCATION
§gnum£§ssuvntcnn1

ECONOMICS, HOSPITAL
N21920

GEN or wapstified enly: prefor /esen with spoewic hewp subrwes Masual
19600 Lw /st /isends, snander s HOSPITAL PURCHASING
CATA . /peeg /ferm

X HOSPITAL ECONOMICS

According to MLM's cataloping nractices and policies, the correct subject
heading 1is

Cost Allocation

Cost Allocation =- trends

Costs and costs analysis -- Australia
Yospital Fconomics -- Australia
F.cononics, Yospital -- justralia

B R N
.
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COMMENT

The item requires you to apply a basic set of rules in interpreting an
entery. %ach of the statements presented is incorrect with the exception of
5. Yhy? Option 1 is a minor descriptor end is not used for cataloging
according to NLM practice. Option 2 is also incorrect. The use of the
eubheading "trends" is permitted with the main heading "Cost Allocaticn"
for indexing purposes. But since the main heading is a minor descriptor,
neither the main heading nor the main heading-subheading combination are
permitted for cataloging. The mair heading "Cost and Cost Analysis" (3) is
a major descriptor and, therefore, permitted for cataloging. However, the
cataloging snnotation for geographic subdivision is not present in the MeSH
ertry, so the subheading "Australia™ is not permitted with this main
headine, Therefore, the use of.this main heading=-subheading combination is
incorrect. Option 4, "Hospital Rconomics," is not a major or a minor
descriptor. It is an entry term, which is a "see" cross reference to a
single MeSH heading., The use of an entry term with or without subheadings
is incorrect. In 5 we find the correct answer. "Economics, Hospital® is a
major descrintor, making it an appropriate heading for cataloging., The
cataloging annotation for geographic subdivision is also present in the
MelH entry, making the use of the subheading "Australia™ with this main
heading correct.

AMALVSIS (extracting components and understanding their interrelacionshins)

Item Samnle

The structure of a medical school library is shown in the organizational
chart below. 'Thich one of the statements describing the structure is
correct?

Director
Personngl je= = = -
-
Assistant
Director
Public
Relations
| | 1
Circulation Reference Technical
Services

25




1. The assistant director is responsible fo. the day=-to-day
supervision of the three operating units and the personnel office.

2. The director is responsible for overall planning and for direc:
supervision of the personnel office.

3. The personnel office serves in an advisory capacity to the director.

4, The personnel office has line authority within the medical school
library.

5. The personnel office has authority over the assistant director.

COMMENT:

3 is the answer. You could come to this by seeing that it is the only
answer which the organizational chart fits without any confusion. Option 4
was quickly elimirated~-line authority within the medical school library-as
was 5--personnel authority over the assistant director. If the chart is a
graphic display of relationships within the organization, neither of these
options would make any sense at all. The Assistant Director is clearly
connected with circulation, reference, and technical services, but not with
oersonnel or public relations, so 1 cannot br an accurate analysis of the
structure presented. Option 2 could present some problems if you rzre to
assume that the chart represented the entire institution. But read
carefully, This is a library within the medical school. 1f the personnel
office serves the entire school, then we understand that it aids the
library director, but is under the direction of not the director, but
another administrator in the school. The chart is a code which you nust
decipher (analyze) in order to know its meaning.

FVALUATION (judging among vaiious ideas, methods and options as to the most
valuable)

Ttem Sample

The library director has requested projected budget figures t ,r next vear's
book budget. Ycu, the technical services librarian, have cumulated
financial &nd statistical data from your own library. 1In addition, you
need reliable price indexes for health sciences monographs to support your
projections on publishing and economic trends. The best printed source for
this information is:

+ Bookman's Price Index

Bowker Annual of Library and Book Trade Information
Bulletin of the Medical Library Agsociation

Medical Books and Serials in Print

Publishers' Trade List Annual

W2 W =
® o

Comment: The correct answer is 2, Let's see why. Bookman's Price

Index nrovides information for HISTORICAL books on a title by title

basig. ®ntries are compiled from hookdealers' catalogs. 1t does not sup-
ply orice indexes for CURREMT publications. Medic:! Books -nd Serials

in Print (4) provides price information for CURRENT materials on a

title by title basis, bhut it does not provide any comparison of prices or




publishing trends. Two down for obvious ceasons. Mow the Bulletin of

the Medical Library Association (3). The only acquisitions aid

published in the BMLA is the Selected List of Books and Journals for

the Small Medical Library, compiled by Brandon and Hill. Published

every two years, this is a core list of medical books and journals. Tt is
only a list of recommended titles. It does not include price indexes or
support projections on trends in publishing and economics. Option 5 is a
collection of publishers’' catalogs. The catalogs are not compiled

varies considerably, and not all publishers choose to be included. Only 2,
the Bowker Annual of Library and Book Trade :.nfommation, includes a
survey of subscription prices of American periodicals, divides the data
into cetegories by subject, and compaves subscriptis -osts over a period
of several years. It also provides information on .... nuroer of books
oublished in different subject areas and the average prir per book
compared over a period of three years.

SYNTHESIS (combining parts to mske a new pattern or whole)

Item Sample

You are the librarian in a small hoypital. Your library has very limited
space, SO you must remove certain journal issues from the shelves in order
to have space for shelving current issues. After a preliminary analysis,
you have identified the following as candidates for removal to storage,
All of the titles are used to some extent, but the library committee has
authorized you to select from this group for storage.

Indexes
owned
in which Years
tde is for
Tide Holdings indexed storage
A.  Americen Journal of Nursing 19T7-present  IM, CINAHL  1977-79
B. Circulstion 1973-77 lM (all)
C. Disbetes 1974-present 1974-78
D. Maedical World News 1975-present (nooe) 1975-79
E.  Sciews scattered issues M (all)

'Thich one of the following combinations would be most appropriate to
remove?

1 A,R.C
2 A,BR,D
3. R,C,R
4 3N,
b) Gy,




CO'MMENT: The task of synthesis most ofte: finds expression in the
production of a unique product or prrformance: a learned paper, a lecture,
or & blueprint, for example. At otvher times, it is a plan for action, such
as a qrant proposal. In this question, you are asked to link related
concepts in reaching a conclusion (the answer is 4), the result of which is
unique since the elaments which are considered may change .rom situation to
situation. The item ig an incomplete or partial assessment of the ability
to synthesize information for a specific purpose. Of course, in the
vorkplace, this activity would result in a report or recommendation. Here
we have only a sample of the reasoning necegsary for professional-level
performance,




1,

2.

3.

5.

APPENRIX T

Performance Objectives on the General
Examination in Heslth Sciences Librarianship

Health Care Environment

Identify and dsscribe legal, ethical, economic, and legislative
igssues that impact the health care industry in the United
States and Canada.

Identify the major health care professionals, their educational
requirements, their role in the delivery of health care, and
their professional .rganizatioms,

Describe credentialling, licensing, or accreditation of
professionals, programs, or institutions.

Describe the past and present role of the National Library of
Medicine (NLM) in collecting, organizing, and disseminating
health scisnces information; in promoting interlibrary
cooperstion emong health sciences libraries; and in current
resecrch grant support.

Describe the purposes, programs, activities, and publications
of the Medical Library Association.

Public Services

i.

2,

Identify basic information needs of health sciences
professionals, and the health sciences information needs cf
patients and other non-professionals,

Distinguish between the types of health sciences information
resources according to their uses, functions, formats, or
characteristics.

Select specific reference works or online sources of major

importance in the health sciences for specific information
needs or problems.

Select appropriate gervices based on user information needs.

Identify the characteristics of print and non-print sources
derived from the MEDLARS system.

Evaluate results of an info.mation search and select the most
appropriate items for specific information needs.

Apply basic concepts for searching MEDLINE, CATLINE, and
SERLINE.




Technical Services

1.

k 2.

3.

Describe the purpose and the elements of a collection
development policy.

Apply selection criteria as outlined in a collection
development policy.

Select appropriate online ad print sources for tibliographic
verification.

Select appropriate cataloging tools and both online and print
sources of bibliographic information for descriptive cataloging
or classification information.

Choose appropriate classification numbers from the NLM and LC
classification echedules based on current cataloging practice.

Choose appropriate subject headings and subheadings bised on an
understanding of MeSH vocabulary and the principles of
application based on NLM's cataloging practices and policies.

31
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) APPENDIX ITI |
. ITEM MODELS FOR THE GENERAL EXAMINATION
. HEALTH CARE ENVIRONMENT ‘

Objective 1 ‘

Statement of Objective

Identify and describe legal, ethical, economic and legislative
issues which impact the l.ealth care industry in the U.S. and Canada

General Description

Every examinee should be alert to current and emerging conditionms,
trends and isgsues in patient care, research and education. The
exaninee is expected to maintain a basic knowledge and understanding
of terms and concepts referred to in the popular press and journals
commonly consalted by health sciences librarians. The examinee
should be able to link terms with their definitions, area ~:
specific impact op the health care enviroument, and source of
information.

Content Limitations

Sources: Will be limited to:
Specific referen.es cited (%) in self study MLA courses CE 118: The
Environment of Health Care and Biomediceal Information.

' J. Bradley, Hospital Library Management and Handbook of Medical
Library Practice

-

Key Elements: Will include common acronyms, nontechnical abbrevia-
tion and areas of specific relevance to health care, research or
education (e.g., ethics, economics, law, government, education)

Item Format 1
Stimulus Attributes:
1. The stem presents & single acronym relevant tc current issues
impacting the health care industry

2. The evaminee is asked: "With which of the foliowing is ? most
(least) directly associated?®

Response Attributes:

1. Pour or five alternative responses will be listed, each
consisting of an area of debate, study, or research in health

care,

2. All responses will be superficially plausible to the uninformed
exaninee.
the full set phrase from which the acronym derives.

|
\
|
|
L 3. No response will be the exact definition of the acronym nor be

4, Only one correct answer will be possible.

GR
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Item

Criverion for Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

Item Sample:

UYith which of the following is DRG most directly associated?

1. Clinical trials
2. Artificial intelligence
3. Patient education
4, Disease-specific conspectus information
5. Cost-containment
Format 2

Stimulus Attributes:

1.

N
.

The stem presents the question: ™lhich of the
following is most (least) often associated with 2"

The question may be modified to include a noun to which the
"following” refers (e.g., persons, terms, books, journals,
agencies, etc.)

Issues or topics queried are limited to those addressed in MLA
CZ course CE 118 or regularly confronted by the regular reader
of the popular press.

Resoonse Attributes:

1.

3.

Four or five. alternative responses will ba given, each
consisting of a short phrase, an acionym, title or name.

All responses will be superficially plausible; none will be
obviously irrelevant to the marginally informed examinee.

Only one correct answer will be possible,

Criterion for Credit:®

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

Item Sample:

Which of the following is most often associated with support of
"right to life?"

American Bar Association

B'nai B'rith

American Civil Liberties Union
American Medical Association
Moral iiajority

W W =
)

43




e

item PFormat 3

Stimulus Attributes:

1. The stem presents a non-technical definition of a term followed
by the question: "For which of the following is this defini-
tion most appropriate?”

2, Definitions will be limited to topics introduced in CE 118
or regularly encountered in the popular press by regular
readers,

Pesponse Attributes:

1, Four or five alternate responses will be listed, each
consisting of a word, acronym or phrase.

2. All responses will be plausible; no response will he obsiously
irrelevant to the uninformed examinee.

3. Distractors which are partially correct or for which the stem
definition is incomplete will be accepted.

4, Only one answer will be correct.

Criterion for Credit:
Credit will be piven for the correct answer only.

Item Sample:
"Jne aspect of decision-makine by patients, namely decisions
that give permission for diagnostic or trearment interven-

tions,."

For which of the following is this definition most appropri-
ate?

1. invasive procedures
?. ethical dilemma

3. medical paternalism
4

5

fiduciary responsibility
informed consent
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HEALTH CARE ENVIRORMENT

Objective 2

Statement of Objective
Identify the major health care professionals, their educational
requiremente, their role in the delivery of health care, and their
professiona! organizations.

General Description

A

Every exsminee should be able to identify the major health care
professionals, be familiar with the educational requirements of each
of these professionals, and identify the major professional
organizations.

Content Limitations

Sources: Will be the MLA self study course CE 118: The Environment
of Health Care and Biomedical Informatiom.

Key Elements: Each question will be a statement about a health
professional and: their educational requirements or
their role in the delivery of health care or
their professioral organizations

i Item Format 1
I . Stimulus Attributes:

1. Bach item will ask a question about the health care
professionals and their educational requirements.

2. Each item will be in the following format: Which of the
following is most (least) likely to be (followed by a statement
concerning health professional education)

Response Attributes:

1, Four or five alternative responses will be given consisting of
either health professionals, educational programs or
institutions.

2. Responses may be types of educational institutions or types of
health professionals.

3. Distraccers for items pkrased least likely will have only one
distracter which will not be correct according to the stem.

4. Distracters for items phrased most likely will have only one
response which ig correct. The rest will be plausible to the
uninformed examinee.




5.

Only one correct answer will be possible.

Criterion for Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect
answers will not lower the total score.

Itea Sample:

Which of the following is least likely to be found in an academic
medical center which has a School of Medicine?

School of Nursing

School of Dentistry

School of Publi: Health

« School of rharmacy

« School of Osteopathic Medicine

N e W -
)

Item Sample:

Which of the following nursing professionals is most likely to have
the most advanced level of education?

Li.ensed Practical Nurse
Nurses Aide

. Ward Secretary

. Registered Nurse

oW =

Item Format 2

Stimulus Attributes:

1.

2.

Each stem will present s statement concerning a health
professional and their role in the delivery of health care.

The stem will be in the following format: Which health

professional is most (least) likely to (followei by a statement
concerning role)

Response Attributes:

1.
2.

3.

Four or five alternative responses will be given, each
consigting of a type of health professional.

Distracters will either be all correct but cae or all incorrect
but one.

Only one answer will be correct.

Criterion for Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect
answers wili not lower the total score.




Item Sample:

Which nursing professional is most likely to function in the role of
head nurse?

1. Licensed Practical Nurse
2. Nursges Aide

3. Ward Secretary

4., Registered Nurse

Item Sample:

In addition to physicians, which groups of health professionals are
able to prescribe medications?

1. Nurse practitioners, dentists

2. Osteopaths, pharmacists

3. Pharmacists, nurse practitioners
4. Dentigts, osteopaths

Item Sample:

Which of the following is least likely to be a subspeciality of
medicine?

1. Hematology

2. Cardiology

3. 1Internsl medicine
4, Nephrology

5. Otolaryngslogy

Item Yormat 3

Stimulus Attributes:

1. Each item will contain a statement relating a health
professional to a professional or,anization.

2. The items will be in the following format: Which of the
following [is/is not] (followed by & statement concerning a
category of health professionals and professional
organizations)

Response Attributes:

1, Pour or five alternative responses will be given which consist
of health professional organizations.

2, Names of professicnal organizations will either be all spelled
out or listed by initials.

o7




3. All responses will be plausible to the uninformed.

4, Only one correct enswer will be possible.

Criterion for Credit:

Credit will be given fcr the correct answer only.
answers will not lower the total score.

Item Sample:

Which of the following is the largest medical professional .

organization to which physicians belong?

1.
2.
3.
4,
5.

AAMC
AHA
ANA
AAHSLD
AMA

Incorrect




HEALTH CARE ENVIRONMENT

Objective 3

Statement of Objective

Describes credentialing, licensing or accreditation of professionals,
programs or institutions.

General Description

Every examinee should be able to describe which health professionals
are licensed, and/or credentialed and should be able to identify
programs or ingtitutions which are accredited. This should include
distinguishing the difference in meaning of each of these. The
examinees should be able to describe key institutions or organiza-
tions which license, certify or accredit as well as the role
continuing education plays in this process.

Content Limitations

Sources: Will be the MLA self study course CE 118: The Environment
of Health Care and Biomedical Information.

Key Elements: Will incluue those professions which are licensed,
certified and/or accredited; institutions or organizations which
license, certify or accredit health professionals, institutions or
programs; role of continuing education in licensure, certification or
accreditation; difference in the meaning of licensure, certification,
or accreditation.

Item Format 1
Stimulus Attributes:

1. The stem will present a question about a health care profession
which is licensed, certified or accredited.

2. The question will be in the following format: Which of the
following is (is not) (a licensed, certified,
or accredited health practitioner or group of health
practitioners)?

Response Attributes:

1. Four or five responses will be giver.

2, Incorrect responses will be those which are (are not) a
licensed, certified or accredited health professional or group

of health professionals.

Only one correct answer will be possible.

n
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Criterion for Credit:
Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect
answers will not lower the total score.

Item Sample:

Which of the following is not a certified medical speciality?
1. Surgery
2., Pediatrics
3. Radiology
4, Internal Medicine
5. Optometry

Item Format 2
Stimulus Attributes:

1, The stem'paraphrases the definition or the purpose of licen-
sure, certification or accreditation.

2, The examinee is expected to recall from memory the correct
answer.

Response Attributes:

1. Three responses will be given.

2. Only one will be correct. ‘
3. The distractors will be incorrect by definition or purpose.

Criterion for Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect
answers will not lower the total score.

Item Sample:

has been developed to protect the public
health through the development and enforcement of standards for
either individuals or institutions.

1. Accreditation
2. Certification
3. Licengure




Item Format 3

Stimulus Attributes:

1.

The stem will make a statement about healih professionals,
institutions or programs which are licensed, certified or
accredited.

The format of the question is: Which institution or organiza-
tion (accredits, certifies or licenses)

(2 health professional, group of -.ealth professionals,
an institution or a program)

Response Attributes:

1.

2.

3.

4,

Pour or five responses will be given.

These may be in the form of names spelled out in full or
initials but gshould be all the same in the response to a
particular item.

Only one answer will be correct.

Distractors will be organizations or institutions which are
plausible health related organizations or institutions.

Criterion for Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect
answers will not lower the total score.

Iteir Sample:

Which organization has developed qualiiy standards by which
hospitals are accredited?

1. American Medical Association

2, American College of Health Administratc:-s

3. American Hospital Association

4. American College of Surgeous

». Joint Commission on Accreditation of Hospitals

Iteu Format 4

Stimulus Attributes:

1.

2.

Examinees are expected to understand the role of continuing
education in licensure, certificatior. or accreditation.

The stem will present a statement about continuing education as
it relates to licensure or certification.




Responge Attributes:

1., Pour or five slternative responses : ill be riven which list .
various health professionals. .

2. The distrasctors will include three or four groups of haalth
professionals which dc¢ fulfill _ae requirement stated in the
stem.

3. One responses will be a group which does not meet the require~
ment stated in the stem.

4, Only one response will be correct.
* Criterion for Credi::

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect
answers will not low r the total score.

Item Sample:

Continuing educeticn is mandatory to maintain licensure for all
but which of the following?

1. Physician

2. Nurses

3. Pharmacists

4, Medical records practitioners

5. Medical librarians .




HEALTH CARE ENVIRONMENT

Objective 4

Statement of Objective

Describe the past and present role of the National Library of
Medicine (NLM) in collecting, organizing, and disseminating health
sciences information; in promoting interlibrary cooperation among
health sciences libraries; and in current research grant support.

General Description

Every examinee should be able to describe NLM's authority and role
for collecting, controlling and disseminaring the biomedical
literature; in promoting interlibrary cooperation among health
sciences libraries; and in current research grant support.

Content Limitations

Sources: Will be limited to:

Estelle Brodmen's The Development of Medical Bibliography, "The
National Library cf Medicine™ in Handbook of Medical Library
Practice, 24 4d (Use 4th ed whenever possible)

Adsms, S. Medical Bibliography in an Age of Discontinvity , MLA 1981

Key Elements: Will include major changes in NLM's role throughout its
history; major aspects of the regional medical library program; NLM's
collection development policy; major legislation which defined NLM's
role and activities; NLM's role in collecting, organizing, and
disseminating the biomedical literature; and NLM's role in current
research grant support.

Item Format 1
Stimulus Attributes:

1, The stem presents & maj:r role or activity of the National
Library of Medicine

2. Each question will require sele~ting the event or occurrence
which brought about the role mentioned in the stem

Response Attributes:

1, Four or five alternative responses vill be given.
2. Each response will present an actual or possible event or

occurrence which has or may have impacted on the role of the
National Library of Medicine.

3. The correct response will be the event or occurrence which
resulted directly in the role or activity mentioned in the
sten.

4
o
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6.

An incorrect response may be an event or occurrence which
relates to other roles or activities of the National Library of
Medicine.

An incorrect response niay be an event or occurrence which did
not aftect the National Library of Medicine.

Only one response will be corcect.

Criterion for Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect
ansvers will not lower the total score.

Item Sample:

The National Library of Medicine was established by law as a national
infommation resource by which of the following:

1. Medical Library Assistance Act, 1965

2. Congressional sppropriation to Surgeon General's Library,
1872

3. President's Commission of Heart Diseas. . Cancer, and
Stroke, 1952

4. Hoover Commission Task Force on Federal Medical Services,
1952

5. National Librury of Medicine Act, 1956

Item FYormat 2

Stimulus Attributer:

1,

2.

The stem presents a major event or occurrence wi..ch affected
the role and activities of the National Library of Medicine.

Bach question will require selecting the role or activity which
is/was the result of that event or occurrence.

Response Attributca:

Four or five alternative responses will be given.

Bach respcnse will present an sctual or posgible role for the
National Library of Medicine.

The correct response will be the one which most adequately or
completely describes the role created by the event or
occurrence mentioned in the stem.

An incorrect response may be a role which is not the direct
result of the event or occurrence mentioned in the stem.

An incorrect response may be a partial role of the avent or
occurrence which is mentioned in the stem.
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6. One incorrect response may be a role which has not been
assigned o the National Library of Medicine.

7. Only one answer will be correct.
Criterion for Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect
answers will not lower the total score.

Item Sample:

The 1965 Medical Library Assistance Act broadened the role of the
National Library of Medicine. Which of the following best describes
the new role this legislation provided for the NLM?

1. Established by law the primacy of the National Library of
Medicine as a national agercy

2. Establish a national interlibrary loan system to
facilitate document delivery to :2alth care professionals

3. Organize local health sciences library consortia to
promote sharing of irnformation resources

4, Plan and implement the alteration of the traditional role
of the gcademic and hogpital health sciences libraries

5. Provide improved systems for health information delivery
and comprehensive support to health science libraries

Item Yormat 3
Stimulus Attributes:

1. The stem will addres< activities, programs or organization of
the Regional Medical Library Program.

2, The examinee will be asked which is the most (least) likely to
be associated with the Regional Medical Library Program?

Response Attributes:

1. Four or five alternative responses will be listed.

2. All :esponses will be superficially plausible to the
uninformed.

3. All responses will relate to library activities.

4, One response will be an activity which is not a Regional

Medical Library Program responsibility.
5. Only one correct answer is possible.
Criterion for Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect
answvers will not lower the total score.

&9
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Item Sample:
Which of the following is least likely to be associated with the .
Regional Medical Library Program?

1. Interlibrary loan
2. Coordination of online services
3. Consortium development
4. Collection development
Item Format 4

Stimulus Attributes:

1. The stem will relate to the authority and categories of
assistance for grant support by the National Library of
Medicine. i

2. The stem will be in the following format: Which of the
following is (is not) (authority or category of assistance) of
grant activity of the NLM?

Response Attributes:

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given which relate
to possible authority or categories of assistance.

2. The distracters will be correct activities or authority for the ‘
NLM grant programs when the stem is expressed as "is not".

3. The distracters will be plausible but not correct when the stem
is expressed ag "is".

4, Only one answer will be correct.
Criterion for Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. TIncorrect
answers will not lower the total score.

Item Sample:

Which of the following is not a category of assistance under the
current grant support program of the NLM?

1. Resource grants

2. Training grants.

3. Publication of nonprofit works is medicine
4. Regional Medical Library Prngrams

5. Construction grants
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Item Fumat 5

Stimulus Attributes:

5 1. Items address aspects of the National Library of Medicine's
collection development policy.

2. The item may relate to levels of collection, formars of
materials collected or language.

Response Attributes:

1, Four or five alternative responses will be given.

2. The responsges will be pertinent to the question :tated in the
stem.

3. The correct answer will require examinees to be familiar with

general concepts of the NLM Collection Development Manual.
4, Only one correct answer is possible.
Criterion for Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect
answers will not lower the total score.

‘ . Item Sample:

In the area of clinical medicine, the National Library of Medicine
colleczs at the level of a

1. Teaching collection

2. Reference collection

3. Research collection

4. Comprehensive collection
1tem Format 6

Stimulus Attributes:

). The stem provides a statement about cne or more publications
projuced by the National Library of Medicine.

2. The stem is in the following format: Which of the following
publications is nost (least) likely to be an NLM publication?

Response Attributes:
1. Four or five alternative responses will be given.

2. The distracters for least likely will sll be NLM publications

¢7
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2 The distracters for most likely will not be NLM publications
but will sound plausible.

4, Only one correct answer will be possible.

Criterion for Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect
ansvers will not lower the total score.

Item Sample:

Which is the following listing of serials is least likely to be an
NLM publication?

1. Index of NLM Serial Titles
2 Health gciences Serials

3. List of Journals Indexed in Index Medicus

4. List of Serials Indexed for Online Users

5. World List of Scientific Periodicals, published in the
years 1900-1950




HEALTH CARE ENVIRONMENT

. Objective 5
‘ Statement of Objective

Describe the purposes, programs, activities, and publications of the
Medical Library Association.

General Description

Every examinee should be able to describe the purposes, programs,
activities, and publications of the professional association for
health sciences librarians. )

Content Limitations

Sources: Will be limited to:

front matter from the Directory of the Medical Library Association
titles on the "MLA Publication Order Fom,"

brochures on the following: membership, certification, and
recertification

Handbook of Medical Library Practice, 3d ed, Ch. 13,

"Professional Associations”

Key Elements: Will be purposes, programs, activities or publications
. ‘ of the Medical Library Association

Item Format 1
Stimulus Attributes:

1, EBach question will require that the examinee recognize the
MLA's purposes, program=, activities or publications.

2. The stem will have the following form: ™Which of the following
is not a (fill in purpose, program, activity or
publication) of the Medical Library Association?"

Response Attributes:

1. Four or five alternative responses will he given, consisting of
a phrase, a gentence, or a title.

2. Only one answer will be completely correct.

3. The distracters will all be purposes, programs, or publighed
titles of the Medical Library Association.

4, The correct answer will not be a purpose, progrea, activity or
publication of the Medical Library Association, but will sound
plausible.




Criterion for Credit:

- Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect ‘
ansvwers will not lower the total score.

Item Sample:

Which of the following is not a program of the Medical Library
Association?

1. Certification of health sciences librarians.

2. Provision of continuing education courses for health
sciences librarians.

3. Approval of workshops in health sciences librarianship for
continuing education credit.

, 4. Accreditation of graduate health gciences librarianship

e programs,

Item Format 2
Stimulus Attributes:

1, EBach question will require that the examinee be familiar with
the major components of the major MLA publications: the MLA
News, the Bulletin of the Medical Library Association, the
annual refort, and the three volumes of the Handbook of Medical
Library Practice.

2. The stem will have the following form: "Which MLA publicavion ‘
is most likely to contain the following (€111
in a component such as Briei Communications, Job Opportunities,
etc.)

Response Attributes:

1, Four or five alternative responses will be given consisting of
an MLA publications.

2. Only one answer will be correct.

3. The distracters will be MLA publications which do not contain
the particular component.

4, The correct answer will be the name of the MLA publication in
which this particular component will be found.

Criterion for Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect
ansvers will not lower the total score.




.
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Item Sample:

"Brief Communications" can be found as part of which MLA publication?

1. MLA News

2. MLA Annual Report

3. Volume IIT of the Handbook of Medical Library Practice
4. The Bulletin of the Medical Library Association

Item Fomat 3

Stimulus Attributes:

1.

Bach question wiil require that the examinee recognize the
various MLA Committees and their relationship to overall MLA
programs.

The stem will have the following format: The
Committee is associated with which of the following MLA
programs?

Response Attributes:

1.

Four or five alternatives will be given, consisting of various
MLA programs.

Only one answer will be correct.

The distracters will be names of other Medical Library
Association programs.

The correct answer will be the name of the Medical Library
Association program.

Criterion for Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect
answers will not lower the total score.

Item Sample:

The Certification Comzittee is associated with which of the following
Medical Library Association programs?

1. Continuing Education

2. EBditorial Panel for Certification and Registration
Examination

3. Mwards

4. Professional Development
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PUBLIC SERVICES SECTION

f- . Objective 1
. Statement of Objective

Identify basic information needs of health sciences professionals,
and the health sciences information needs of patients and other non-
professionals,

General Description

Each examinee is expected to know and understand the types of
information nreeds of physicians, dentists, pharmacists, nurses,

2 allied healt. persomnel, and other health professionals; students of
these disciplines; patients and other non-professionals.

Content Limitations

3 Sources:

) 1. Hospitsl Library Mansgement

’ 2. Handbook of Medical Library Practice

] 3. Introduction to Reference Sources in the Health Sciences

Key Elements:
1. type of personnel, including whether practicing or student or

patient/non-professional
2 ' 2. typical information needs or requests

Criterion for Credit:
A Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

Item Format 1

Stimulus Attributes:

1. The stem will pregent a particular information situation,
problem or need followed by the question: "Which of the
following user groups would [most/least] likely use this
information?™

2. Bach question will require an interpretation or generalization
of typical information needs encountered by categories of
health sciences personnel or of health information needs of
patients and non-professionals.

Response Attributes:

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given.

2. Each response will be a user group likely to use a health
sciences library.

3. If possible, one incorrect response should be totally
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Two to three incorrect responses should be categories of
personnel which might on occasion use or need the information
mentioned in the stem.

The correct response must represent the user froup
[most/least] likely to vse or need the information under the
conditions mentioned in the stem.

Item Sample:

You have received a request for information concerning the care of an
elderly petient with pneumonia., W%hich of the following user groups
would most likely use the information?

1. X-ray technologists
2. Ward secretaries

3. Volunteers

4, Murses

Correct answer: 4
Source: Hospital Library Management, p. 107

Item Yormat 2

Stimulus Attributes:

1.

The stem will describe a category of health sciences
information users. Sufficient information must be given in the
stem to describe the context, setting, or purpose for which
this group needs information. For example, nurses work in a
variety of settings and the stem must present sufficient
information so that adequate selection of responses can be
made. Also, if student populations are described, there should
be some description of the educational program or tasks for
which the information is required.

After giving the context or setting for the type of personnel,
the stem will conclude with the question: ™lhich of the
following is the [most/least] likely type of information
needed by this group?"

Bach question will requice an interpretation or generalization
of typical information needs encruntered by that category of
users in the context of the situation presented in the stem.

Response Attributes:

1.

2.

Four or five alternative responses will be given.

Rach response will represent a possible information need or
type of information,

One response should involve a very common information need for
the personnel in the context given in the stem.
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4, Two to three incorrect responses should involve frequent to
occasional information needs of the personnel in the context
described in the stem.

5. One response should represent the least common information need
based on the information available in the stem.

Item Sample:

You are planning a user e?‘ucation program for nurse anesthesia
students. You want this program to help these students write case
reports about their use of anesthetic drugs in the operating room as
well as how these druss affect the patient. Which of the following
is the least likely to be needed by these students?

1. Pharmacological action

2. Yon-proprietary names

3. Drup interacrions

4, Adverse effects

5. Drug clinical trials, phase I

Correct answer: §
Source: Introduction to Reference Sou-ces in the Health Sciences,
"Drue Information Sources" chapter

P
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PUBLIC SERVICES SECTION

Objective 2

Statement of Objective

Distinguish between the types of health sciences information
regources according to their uses, functions, formats, or
characteristics.

General Descriptiun

Every examinee is expected to understand the general types of
infomation resources in the healtr sciences, recognize their role in
the transmission of healti: sciences information, anrd identify the
purposes for which they are vsed. Types of information resources
included are: wcnographs, journal articles, dictionaries,
abstracting «n¢ ndexing services, directzries, patents,
dissertations, etc.

Content Limitations

Sources:
1. Introduction to Reference Sources in the Health Sciences

2. Hosyp'tal Library Management
3. Handbook of Medical Libr-ry Practice

‘ Key Eler. nts:
1. 1n .ormation needs or use
2, types of information resources
3. ures, functions, formats, or characteristics of types of

information resources

Criterion for Credit:
Credit will be giv  for the correct answer only.

Item Fomat 1

Stimulus Attributes:

1. An information need or request will be presented in the stem.
This will be followed by the question, "Which type of
informati n resource it [most/least] likely to answer tt.s
question?"

appropriate type of information resource based on knowledge of
the uses, functions, formats, or characteristics of health

|
|

' 2. EBach questiun will require selection of the [most/least]
|

| sciences information -esources.




Responne'Attributesy

1.
2.

3.

Four or five alternative responses will be given.
Each response will represent a type of information resource.

Responses will not be specific, named sources such as Index
Medicus, but rather a type of information resource such as
"abstracting and indexing services",

Incorrect responses [will not/will] in general not provide the
needed information or will not provide the nzeded information
in an efficient manner.

The correct response will be the type information resource
[most/least] likely to satisfy the information need presented
in the stem.

Item Sample:

A medical student wants to find the original reference in which
Marek's disease was described. Which type of information resource is
most iikely to answer this question?

1. Medical dictionaries

2, Abstracting and indexing services
3. Online search gervices

4, History of medicine sources

5. Syndrome dictionaries

Correct unswer: 5
Source: Roper & Boorkman, p. 125

Item Format 2

Stimulus Attributes:

1.

A type of informatior resource will be presented i:. the stem.
Some descriptive information zbout the type of informa:ion
regsource at least so that t'.e examinee understands exactly what
is called for. This will be followed by the statement, "What
is the [most/least likely type of informat.on to be included in
[this type of resource]?"

Each question will require selection of the [most/least] likely
type of inforuwation which will be inciuded in that type of
information resour.e.

Responses Attributes:

1.

2.

Four to five alternative responses will be given.

Each response will represent a type of information or
ctaracteristic of information resources.

a6
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3. Incorrect responses will represent types of information or
characteristics vhich [are not/are] present in the type of
information resource represented.

4, The correct response will represent the type of information or
characteristic which is [most/least] likely to be included in
the typs of information resource mentioned in the stenm.

Item Sample:

An audiovisual catalog is least likely to include the following type
of information.

1.
2.
3.
4,
3.

intended audience

procurement method
format

duration

archival materials

Correct answer: 5

Source:
157.

Introduction to Reference Sources in ti.e Health Sciences, p.




PUBLIC SERVICES SECTION

Objective 3

Statement of Objective

Select specific reference works or online sources of major importan:e
in the health sciences for specific information needs or problems.

General Description

Every examinee should be expected to gelect or recommend essential
reference sources appropriate to solving common types of reference
questions based on knowledge of scope, coverage, type of information
included, arrangement, or access points of these tools.

Content Limitations

Sources:

1. Introductio~ to Refer<nce Sources in the Health Sciences
2. Hospital Library Management

3. Handbook of Medical Library Practice, v.2.

Key Elements:

1, specific information need or problem

2. specific reference works or online resources

3. scope, coverage, content, arrangement, access points

Criterion for Credit:
Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

Item Yormat 1
Stimulus Attributes:

1, The stem presents the information problem or need, followed by
the question: ™Which of the following sources is
(most/least] likely to answer this question?" or "Which of the
following is [most/least] [efficient/quick]?"

2. Bach question will require gelection of specific, high-use
reference sources, based on knowledge of their scope, coverage,
content, arrangement, and access points.

Response Attributes:

1, Four or five alternative responses will be given.

2. Fach response will consist of the complete title of a work or
the author's last name and the complete title of the work,
depending on how it is best known. All of the alternatives
will be titles from sources listed under content limications.

3. Only one correct answer will be possible. The other
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alternatives may meet part of the stimulus, bui not all of it.

4, An inco:rrect response may have a title which suggests that it
is the correct answer without in fact being the correct answer.

5. An incorrect responte may include related information, buv* not
meet the condition ([most/least]) required in the stem.

Item Sample:

A resident wants to review the board certification requirements in
femily pracvice. Which of the following is most likely to answer
this question?

1.  AAMC Directory of American Medical Education

2. AHA Guide to the Health Care Field

3. Han’dook for Poreign Medical Graduates

4, sicisan Distribution and Medical Licensure in the U.S.
5. Directory of Medical Specialists

Correct answer: 5
Source: Introduction to Reference Sources in the Health Sciences P
216

Item Format 2
Stimulus Attributes:
1. The stem presents a particular type of [access point/

characteristic/type of information] which might be found in an .
information resource followed by the question: ®Which of the

following sources [includes/does not include] [access point or
type of information]?" or ™Which of the following sources

[cover/does not cover] [content statement]?™

2. Each question will require selection of specific, high-use
reference sources,

Response Attributes:

1. Pour or five alternative responses will be given.

2, Each response will consist of the complete title of a work or
the author's last name and the complete title of the wurk,
depending on how it is best known. All of the alternatives
will be titles from sources listed under content limita-ioms.

3. Galy one correct answer will be possible.

4, An incorrect response may have a title whose wording suggests
it as a possibility.

5. An incorrect response may include related information or access
points.

IS |
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Iten Sample:
Which of the following includes a listing of meetings?

1. Index to Scientific and Technical Proceedings
2. Directory of Published Proceedings

3. Conference Papers Index

4. Scientific Meetings

Correct anawer: 4
Source: Roper & Boorkman, p. 96

item Yormat 3
Stimulus Attributes:

1. The item consists of the question: ™Which of the following
{is/is not] included in [neme of high use reference title]?"

2. Each question will require the selection of an appropriate
re.ponse which applies to the reference work mentioned in the
stem,

Response Attributes:
1. Four or five alternative responses will be given.

2. Each response will consist of a brief phrase or description
which might relate to the reference work mentioned in the gtem.

3. Bach response might relate to scope, coverage, content,
arrangement, or access point.

4, An incorrect response will nnt precisely meet the condition
required in the gtem.

Item Sample:

Which of the following is not included in the American Hospital
Assoc .ation Guide to the Health Care Field?

1. hospital address

2. payroll expenses

3. occupancy rate

4. governance structure
5. MEDICARE participation

Correct answer: 5
Source: Introduction to Reference Sources in the Health Sciences, p.
226
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PUBLIC SERVICRS S®CTION

- Statement of Objective

Select appropriate services based on user information needs.

Objective 4

General Description

Each examinee should be able to: 1) select approvriate information
services based on anticipated or actual informaction needs of users,
or 2) develop appropriate service objectives and goals.

Content Limitations

Sources:

1, Handbook of Medical Library Practice

2. Hospital Library Management

3. Introduction to Reference Sources in the Health Sciences

Rey Elements:

1. user population
2, information needs, purposes, or requests
3. service possibilities or service goals and objectives
Criterion for Credite
‘ Credit will be given for the correct answer only.
K-

Item Format 1

Stimulus Attributes:

1. The <tm presents a description of the user group(s) involved
with scfficient description of the setting and informaticn
needs to provide context for the question. This description
will be followed by the question: "Which of the following
[services/programs/activities/goals/objectives) will be
[most/least] suitable?”

2. Each examinee will be required to. select the option
[most/least] suitable for the group's information needs.

Response Attributes:

1. Four to five alternative responses will be given.
2. Each response will represent a service, program, activity,
1 goal, or objective which might be provided or appropriate for

the user group.

1. The correct response will be that which will [most/least]
‘ likely meet the needs described in the stem.

IR
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1.

4, An incorrect response might partielly meet the needs described
in the stem,

Sample Item:

Your medical school is planning to increase computer literacy among
nedical students. The Dean tas approached you to determine how
library services might fit into this plan. Which of the following
services will be least suitable?

Offering instruction in the use of the library's online
catalog

Teaching library users to search EDLIN®

Subscribing to computer magazines for informational
reading

Acauirirg microcomputer software f - self-study in medical
school courses

Offering a mediated MEDLINE gearch service

Correct answer: S
Source:

Handbool. of Medical Library Practice, vol. 1




PUBLIC SERVICES SECTION

Obje tive S
Statement of Objective

Identify the charactearistics of print and non-print sources derived
from the MEDLARS system.

General Description

The exsmsinee must be able to distinguish between the use, content,
scope, coverage, and sccess points of print and non-print information
sources derived from the National Library of Medicine's MEDLARS
system.

Content Limitations

Sources:

1. National Library of Medicine Online Services Reference Manual
2. MEDLINE: A Basic Guide to Searchin~ by Susan Peinglos

3. Introduction to Reference Sources in the Health Sciences

4. Front matter of Index Medicus and MeSH

Key Elements:
1. MEDLARS datsbases and/or print sources

2. fomponents, parts, or characteristics of same

Criterion for Credit:
Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

Ttem Formet 1

Stimulus Attributes:

1, Bach item will consist of the question: ™Which of the
following [is/is not] included in [the MEDLARS database or
print source]?” or "Which of the following is [true/false]
about [the MEDLARS database or print source]?®

2. Bach question will require the examinee to identify the
component which [is/is not] part of the MEDLARS print source or
database based on knowledge of the use, czateny, scope,
coverage, or access points of the print source or database.

Responge Attributes:

1. Four or five aiternative responsrs will be given.

2. Each response will be a possible or actual characteristic or
component of a MEDLARS print source or database.

3. Components may be a title, date of coverage, language, scope,
part of the unit record, multiple printed sections which equal




the whole (i.e., Index Medicus contains List of Journals
Indexed, Bibliography of Medical Reviews, Medical Subject
Headings, Name Index, and Subject Index), etc.

A, Four out of the five alternatives [must/must not] be components
of the specified printed source or database.

S. The correct response [will/will not] be a component of the
specified printed source or database.

6. An incorrect response ma® be included in the MEDLARS system but
[not in/in] the print source or database given in the stem.

Item Sample:
Which of the following is not jacluded in the CATLINE database?

1. Serials

2. Monographs

3. Monographic serials

4. Works published after 1801
5. Americans

Correct answer: 5
Answer found in the Online Services Reference Manual, p. 191

Item Format 2
Stimulus Attributes:

1. Each item will begin with the statement "MeSH Annotated ‘
Alphsbetic List contains the following entry:® foliowed by a
complete entry from Medical Subject Headings, including scope
notes, cross reference structure, dates and other annotatioms.
The MeSH entry will be followed by the question: "Based on
this entry, which of the following statements [is/is not]
true?®

2. The examinee must interpret the notes for the entry and select
the best response based on the exsminee's understanding of the
annotations in MeSH.

Regponse Attributes:

1. Four to five responses will be given.

2, All responses will relate to the Medical Subject Heading given
in the example.

3. A response may be incorrect due to: inappropriate
interpretation of content notes, searching notes, dates, cross
reference structure, etc.

4, Only one of the responses will be correct.
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Item Ssmple:

You are searching the printed /ndex Medicus for references on the topic of
temporomandibular joint syndrome from 1966 to the present. You note the
following entries in MeSH Annotated Alphabetic List: |

TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT DISEASES
€3.350.90% ¢
:--u-.nanunu

TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOLNT SYNDROME
CIL50.00.71 ©3.330.901.903
CLusL491.908

aste e shove; DF: TS SYNDROMSE
7% wes COSTEN'S SYNDROME 1966-72

Based on these entries, which one of the following statements is correct for
searching the printed /ndex Medicus?

1. COSTEN'S SYNDROME is a “see” reference to TEMPOROMANDIB-
ULAR JCINT DISEASES

2. COSTEN'S SYNDROME should be used from 1966 to 1972

3. TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT SYNDROME is searchable back
through 1966

4. The data form abbreviation TMJ DIS is searchable

5. The data form abbreviation TMJ SYNDROME is searchable

l . Ttem Model — Additional Examples

1. Access points
Item Yormat 3
Stimulus Attributes:

1. Each item will begin with the statement "MeSH Annotated
Alphabetic List contains the following entry/entries:" followed
by a complete entry or entries from Medical Subject Headings,
including scope notes, cross reference structure, dates and
other annotations. The MeSH entry/entries will be followed by
the question: "Based on this entry/these entries, which one of
the following statements [is/is not] a valid access point?"

2, The examinee must interpret the information in the entry and
select the best response based on the examinee's understanding
of the annotations in MeSH.

Response Attributes:

1, Four or five responses will be given.

o

All responses will be related to the entries in the example(s).




3. A response may be incorrect due to: inappropriate interpreta-
tion of content notes, searching notes, dates, cross reference
strucviures, etc.

4, Only one of the responses will be correct.

Item Sample:

MeSH ANNOTATED ALPHABETIC LIST contains the following entry:

TEMPOR

€1.500.01.781
CASLuLIS

0% tom shove; DF: TMU SYNDROME

7X wes COSTEN'S SYNDROME 1966-72 ’
TEMPOROMANDIBULAR

,-;m“-.“ JOINT SYNDROME 19 sewch COSTEN'S

OMANDIBULAR JOINT SYNDROME
€3.550.903.905

X CosTENS
X MYOFASCIAL PANN DYSFUNCTION SYNDAOME,
TEMPOROMANDESULAR JOINT

Based on this entry which one of the following statements is a valid

access point?

1
2
3
4

COSTEN'S SYNDROME
T™MJ SYNDROME
MYOFPASCIAL PAIN SYNDP'ME

TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOIN: SYNDROME
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PUBLIC STRVICES STCTION

Objective 6

Statement of Objective

Evaluate results of an information search and select the rost
appropriate item for specific information needs.

General Description

Every examinee should be able to select MEDLINE or Index Medicus
records or citations which are appropriate to a specific information
need, making appropriate selection decisions based on knowledge of
these sources and the materials to which they provide access. Each
examinee must be able to discriminate between retrieved items with
regard to content, publication type, audience, language, etc.

Content Limitations

Sources:

1. NLM Onlire Services Reference Manual

2. Introductior to Reference Sources in the Health Sciences
3. Front material of Index Medicus

Key Elements:

1, Citations resulting from search of Index Medicus or MEDLINE
2. Information request upon which to baze selection

Criterion for Credit:
Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

Ttem Format 1
Stimulus Attributes:

1. The stem must include the type of information sought or the
problem or need. The stem must also identify the source of the
citations, whether MRDLINE or Index Medicus. The stem follows
with the question "Yhich do you select [first/last]?" or "Jhich
citations will be the [most/least] helpful?"

2. Bach question will require selecting the [most/least]
appropriate items retrieved based on the information need
presented in the stem and on knowledge of MEDLINE or Index
Medicus,

Response Attributes:

1, Four or five alternative responses will be given,

2, Fach response will consist of MEDLINE records or Index Medicus
citations which might have heen retrieved from a real or
simulated secarch,
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5.

One response will [best/least] answer the request or informatin
need,

A response may be incorrect because of inappropriate content,
form, type of publication, language, audience, human versus
animal, etc. in response to the information need given in the
stem,

A response may be incorrect because it [..eets/does not meet]
part of {e information need but does not satisfy all 2lements
of the request.

All responses should be somewhat plausible takire into account
slight inconsistencies of indexing in addition to the fact that
the examinee will have no knowledge of the subject headings
used in searching MEDLINE or Index Medicus to retrieve the
citations in the item.

Item Sample:

You are the clinical librarian in your hospital working with an
ohstetrics and gynecology team. The team needs data on dosage levels
and adverse effects of calclon, a drug recently approved for use in
female infertility. You have run a MEDLIMY search and have retrieved
the following citations. The team needs the information quickly.
Which article do you select first?

1. TI - CALCLOM: A NF¥ DRUG FOR INFERTILITY (vEus].
SO - AM J "BSTET GYNECNL 1983 SEP 1:143(1):58

". Tl - DOSRE AND AGT DRPENDENT RFFECTS OF CALCLON ON THE
TRUCTION OF OVULATIOM IM FEMALR RATS.
73 = TERTIL STYRIL 1983 JML;:38(1):13-8
*. = [CLINICAL 1IS% AND) RVALUATION OF CALCLON IN THE
AMAGEMENT OF TMFRRTILITY].
SO0 - J GYNRCOL OBSTST BI0L REPROD {PARIS) 1983;:;11(3):337-
42

4, TI - 'TEW DRUGS POR TREATING FRMALE INFERTILITY.
SN - JOGN 'TURS 1983 MAR-APR;11(2):132-7

5. TI - USE OF CALCLOM IN TYR TREATMEMT OF IMNFERTILITY:
RESULTS OF CLIMICAL TRIALS.
SO - JAMA 1983 MAY 8;246(18):1301-6

Correct answ:ar: 5
®ource: Online Services ®eference Manual

o]
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PUBLIC SERVICES SECTION

Objective 7

Statement of Objective

Apply bagic concepts for searching MEDLINE.
General Description

The examinee must demonstrate skill in developing search strategies
for MEDLINE. This skill requires knowledge of unit record structure,
controlled versus ratural languasge vocabularies, Boolean logic, and
use of subject herdings and subheadings. The examir.e must
vaderstand techniques for narrowing or broadening a search.

Content Limitations

Sources:

1. National Library of Medicine Online Services Reference Manial
2. MEDLINE: A Basic Guide to Se~rching by Susan Feinglos

3. Medical Subject Headings — Annotated Aiphabetic List

4, Medical Subject Headings — Tree Structure List

5. Permuted Medical Subject Headings

6. CE courses and syllabi

Kez Elements:

Information request

2. Boolean logic; Medical Subject Headings and subheidings; unit
record gtructure; controlled versus natural language
vocabularies

Criterion for Credit:
Credic wi." be given for the correct answer only.

Item Format |

Stirulus Attributes:

1, Bach item will describe a~ information need or request which
may be satisfied through . MEDLINE search. The item will
conclude with ~he question: ™Which of the following approaches
is the most logical and will retrieve the greatest number of
relevant articles?"

2. Each question will require the selention of the appropriate

response based upon knowledge of Boolean logic and/or use of
Medical Subject Headings.

GO
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Response Attributes:

1, Fou: to five responses will be given.

2. Each response will consist of subject headings combined with
Boolean operators. All responses will be nlausible given the
information request presented in the stem.

3. All responses will use actusi Me3H headings.

4, An incorrect response will show a lack of search logic when it
incorrectly uses Boolean logic (AND, OR, NOT operators).

5. An incorrect response will ghow an inappropriate level of
comprehensiveness when the resultant statement is too narrow in
its results, that is, when the strategy would provide too few
retrieved items.

6. For any item, there must be at least one incorrect response
which is faulty in Boolean logic and two which are too narrow.

7. Incorrect responses will be incorrect for the above reasons,
not because thev are specific commands used with a particular
vendor.

8. Responses will be "generic™, that it, they will not require
knowledge of specific gearch software used by one vendor versus
another.

Item Sample:

The Emergency Medicine Department Chairman is writing a book chapter
and wants to retrieve some articles in which patients have been
presented with gunshot wounds of the chest. Which search strategy is
the most ’ogical and will retrieve the greatest number of articles on
the topic?

. WOUNDS, GUNSHOT and CHEST INJURIES and PATIENTS and REVIEW
«  WOUNDS, GUNSHOT and CHEST INJURIES and REVIEW

. WOUNDS, GUNSHOT or CHEST INJURIES not REVIEW

- WOUNDS, GUNSHOT and CHEST INJURIES

W -

Correct answer: 4 —- the first two responses are too specific and
the third is illogical.

Source: Introduction to Refereénce Souries in the Health Sciences

Item Format 2

Stimulus Attributes:

1., Each item will describe an information need or request which
may be satisfied through a MEDLINE gearch. The item will
conclude with the question: "Which search strategy is the most
logical ar.. will limit retrieval to a few major citations?"
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2. Each question will requiie the selection of the appropriate
response based upon knowledge of Boolea. logic and/or use cf
Medical Subject Headings.

Response Attributes:
1, Four or five responses will be given.

2. Each response will consist of subject headings combined with
Boolean operators. All responses will be plausible given the
information request presented in the stem.

3. All responses will use actual MeSH headings.

4, An incorrect response will show a lack of search logic when it
incorrectly uses Boolean logic (AND, OR, NOT operators).

5. An incorrect response will show an inappropriate level of
comprehengsiveness when the resultant statemenr is too broad in
its results, that is, when the strategy would provide too many
retrieved items.

6. For any item, there mus:i be at least one incorrect response
which is faulty in Boolean logic and two which are too broad.

7. Incorrect responses will be incorrect for the above reasons,
not Fecause they are specific commands used with a particular
veruJor,

8. Responses will be "generic", that is, they will not require
knowledge of specific search software used by one vendor versus
another.

Item Sample:

An Emergency Medicine resident needs a few citavions about patients
with gunshot wounds to the chast for a case presentation. Which
search strategy is the most logical and wili limit rctrieval to a few
m-jor citations?

WOUNDS, GUNSHOT and CHEST IN JRIES and ENGLISH
WOUNDS, GUNSHOT and CHEST INJURIES and HUMAN
WOUNDS, GUNSHOT or CHEST INJURIES (and) not ANIMAL
. WOUFDS, GUNSFOT and CHEST INJURIES and REVIEW

& W N =

Correct answer: & (the first two are logical but *o0s broad, the
third is illogical)

Source: Introduction to Reference Sources in the Health Sciences

L)
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Item Pormat 3

Stimulug Attributes:

1.

2.

Each item will begi= with the statement "MeSH Annotated
Alpbebetic List contains the following entry:™ followed by a
complete entry from Medical Subject Headings, including scope
notes, cross reference structure, dates and other annotations.
The MeSH entry will be followed by the question: "Based on
this entry, which of the following statements [is/is not]
true?”

The examinee must interpret the notes for the entry and select
the best response based on the examinee's understanding of the
annotations in MeSH.

Response Attributes:

1.

4,

Four or five responses will be given.

All responses will relate to the Medical Subject Heading given
in the example as applied to MEDLINE sgearching.

A response may be incorrect due to: inappropriate
interpretation of content notes, searching notes, dates, cross
reference structure, etc.

Only one of the responses will be correct.

Iten Sample:

The 1982 MeSH Annoiated Alpbabetic List provides the following information for
Nerve Compress'on Syndromes:

NIRVE COMPRESSION SYNDROMES
cumate
ooeed 1M with wpesifis ssrve (IM)
X723 was NERVE COMPRESSION 1970-71 (Prev)

e NERVE COMPRESSION SYNDROMES w sesssh NEAVE
COMPREISION 1970-71 (s “rev)

X ENTRAPMENT NEUROPATHY
XR COMPARTMENT SYNDROMES

Based on the information given above, which one of the following statements is

incorrect?

1.  More specific terms related to NERVE COMPRESSION SYNDROMES are
listed in MeSH Tree Structures

2.  NERVE COMPRESSION SYNDROMES became a major descripror in 1972

3. NERVE COMPRESSION SYNDROMES can be coordinated with the specific
nerve(s) involved

4. There is a “see” reference from ENTRAPMENT NEUROPATHY :c NERVE
COMPRESSION SYNDROMES

S.  When searching MEDLINE back to 1970, NERVE COMPRESSION SYNDROMES

can be used even though the term in 1970 was NERVE COMPRESSION
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TECHNICAL SERVICES

Objective 1

Statement oF Objective

Describe the purpose and the elements of a collection development
policy.

General Description

Every examinee should understand the purpose of a collection
development policy and identify its essential elements, such as
definitions of terms, description of user populatior, scope and
coverage by subject, guidelines regarding format and type of
material, date of publication, language, multiple copies,
replacements, retention and withdrawals.

Content Limitations

Sources: Will be limited to the following:

1, Handbook of Medical Library Practice, v. 2, 1983, Ch. 2.
2, J. Bradley, Hospital Library Manuagement, 1983, Ch. 3.

3. Courge Guide for CE 112: Collection Development and Use.

Key Elements: Must include eiements commonly found in collection
developament policies, such as definitions of verms, description of
user populati n, scope and coverage by subiect, guidelines regarding

. format and type of material, date of publication, language, multiple
copies, replacements, retention and withdrawals.

Item Formet
Stimulus Attributes:
1, The stem presents the question: "Which of the following
elements would not be found in a collection development

policy?"

2, Each item will require identificaticn of the elements of a
collection development policy.

Respongse Attributes:

1, Four or five alternative responses will be given, each
congisting of elements found in collection development
policies.

2. Only one correct answer will be possible.

3. The correct answer will be an eleme . not found in collection

development policies.
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Criterion for Credit:
Credit will be g.ven for the correct answer only.

Item Sample:

Which >f the following elements would not be found in a collection
development policy?

1, Criteria for determining whether or not to purchase
duplicate texts

Description of the user population served by the library
A list of selection aids used by the library

A gtatement on the currency of the collection

Criteria for evaluating vendors used for making purchases

2
3
4.
5

Source: Bradley, J. Hospital Library Management, p. 32-33,




TECHNICAL SERVICES

- . Objective 2
! Statement of Objective

Apply selection criteria as outlined in a collection development
policy.

General Description

Every examinee should have the ability to interpret the selection
criteria so that decisions about selecting or not selecting an item
can be justified and/or explained. The examinee is expected to apply
the selection criteria for monographs and journals as specified in
the collection develnpment policy. The examinee should be able to
meke title-specific decisions based on the more general criteria.

Content Limitations

Sources: Will be limited to the following:

1, J. Bradley, Hospital Library Management. 1983, Ch. 3

2. Handbook of Medical Library Practice, v. 2, 1983, Ch. 2-3
3. Course Guide for CE 112: Collection Development and Use.

Key Zlements: Will include which monographs and journals to select
according to subje ‘- level, audience level, language. price,
publisher, year, scope, demand, availability elsewhere, irdexing

. policy, and format as outlined in the criteria; how different types of
libraries, such as, hospital, academic, or special, apply the same
criteria in
different ways.

Item Formal
Stimulus Attributes:

1, The stem presents one or more criteria of & collection
development policy.

2, The stem presents the setting in which *he criteria are applied.
3. The stem will be followed by one of the following questions:

a) "Applying the criteris listed bove, which of the following
titles would you choose first for your collection?™

b) "Applying the criteria listed above, which of the following
titles would be your last choice for selection?”

¢) "™Which new journal title would you be most likely to
add?”

d) "™Which title would you be most likely to weed?"

e) ™Which journal subscription would you be aost likely to
cancel?"™




Pesnonse Attrihutes:

1. Four or five alternative responses will be listed, each
consisting of one bibliograohically complete title.

N
.

Further information, such as ™eSH subject headings and
cla~~ification numbers may be included with each response.

3. Only one correct zesponse will best fit the criteria without
violating anv of the criteria.

4, The distracters will contain some elements that will violate one
or more of the criteria. The distracters may violate the
subject level, the audience level, or any of the following
restrictions: lansuaye, price, publisher, year, sccpe,
availability elsewhere, indexing oolicy and format.

S. The distracters will contain one or more of the elements of the
criteria sc¢ that thev are not completely irrational.

Criverion for fredit:
fredit will be given for the correct answer onlv,

Item Sample:

VYou are a librarian in a larse, research hosnital. Your collection

volicy states i1 part: "The Medical Library collects current

nonorraphs in oncology at the comorehensive level...Foreign languace

items are rarelv added to the collection." You are curr- tly lookine ‘
at items in the Marion2l Librarv of Medicine's Current t.ztaloo Proof

Sheats that will be of use to the Cancer Research nit in your

institurion. Applving the criteria liaced zbcre, which of the

followina titles «vould ycu choose first for voer collactien?

1. Drestuh, Kort B, F. Kechuurache sné stomers
e nssurfeemder Herkaaft (lla:nlon) /
7nﬁﬁ-noun-.ta-3£1£?n.'
QN: AN Cit. No. 210473

Lm-mthattmm.. E S
LC: 08-10048

":’r.c,Wmu& QZ 292 C374¢ 1908 CiL. Ne. 0163113

3. Foadamontsly of cancer mesonement, — §= — New York
x'gau.cgm--v.m%h—n.m

1SSN 0759-7)'¢ = Puadamensels of coneer
mesegement.

L Nesplasms - therspy ~ pevindicals L. Blechen,
Nermea M., 1930- I Glangia, B
GINLM: Wi FUSIS

Gt Ne. 1217738 rav. CIP.)

~3

(@]

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

L PR . s

s




dist thompy - papuise works ). Nesplams -
tion & apavel ~ populer warks L
LG 22-219126
GINLM: CCess
Cie. No. 20714 (ov)
. merhere ond
1% o Xy B
Tan G s Pilosdaipl
I, Constis Masher L odisgnasis 3

Jnsegenss L Fishmen, Williams i .

LC: 83-1826
INLLM: QZ 261 038 1963
Cit. Ma. 3301500 (uw. CIP)

Source: Handbook of Medical Librarv Practice, v. 2, p. 35-40.




TECHNICAL SERVICES

Obj ective 3

Statement of Objective

Select appropriate online and print sources for bibliographic
verification.

General Description
Bvery examinee is expected to know a basic core list of online and
print sources used to verify the bibliographic element of an item to
be ordered. The examinee should be able to select the most or least
appropriate source for verification for books and journals.

Content Limitations

Sources: Will be limited to the following:
1. Handbook of Medical Library Practice, v. 2, 1983, Ch. 3.

2. J. Bradley, Hospital Library Management, 1983, Ch. 4.
3. Course Guide for CE 112: Collection Developmert and Use.
4, F. Roper, J. A. Boorkman, Introduction to Reference Sources in

the Health Sciences, 1984, Ch. 2-3.

Key Elements: Will include titles of standard, high-use, online
and print sources of bibliographic information for library materials.
Standard sources that should be considered include:

1. Americen Book Publighing Record

2. Books In Print

3. CATLINE

4, ¢ wlative Book Index

5. Forthcoming Books

6. Index of NLM Serial Titles

7. Ivregular Serials and Annuals

8. Libra~y of Congress National Union Catalog

9. List of Journals Indexed in Index Medicus

10. Medical Books and Serials in Print

11, National Library of Medicine Current cCatalog

12, National Library of Medicine Current Catalog Proof Sheets
13. New Serials Titles

14, Paperbound Books in Print

15. SERLINE

16. Standard Periodical Directory

17. Ulrich's International Periodicals Directory

Item Format

Stimulus Attributes:

1, The stem will describe a type of publication to be purchased,
or a particular bibliographic element of a title to be
verified, followed by one of the following questions: ™Which




of the following is the best source to verify this
information?" or ™Mhich of the followine is not an appropriate
source for verifying this information?"

®

2, Pach item will require identification of specific, hish-use,
online and orint verification sources and the information
included in each,

Response Attributes:

1. RPour or five alternative responses will be given, each
consistinpg of full titles of standard online and/or print
sources for verifying biblioyraohic and price information of
health sciences library materials.

2. Only one correct answer will be possible,

3, Distracters should meke the examinee discriminate between the
different sources presented.

4, A distracter mav not include the tvpe of information requested,
but may have a name that suagests that it might be included.

5. A distracter may include some of the i~ "armation requested, but
not all of it.

6, A distracter may be totally irrelevant.
Criterion for Credit:
Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

Item Sample 1:

You would like to purchase a monograph for your collection that vou
helieve was published 5 years ago, but you do not know whether the
item is still available for purchase. Which of the following is the
best source to verify this information?

. American Book Publishing Record

CATLIN®

Cumulative Book Index

Mational Library of Medicine Current Catalono .
Medical BRooks and Serials in Print

AW N
.

Source: Roper, F., Boorkman, JA., Introduc~ion to Reference
Sources in the Health Sciences, p. 23.

Ttem Sampnle 7:

You have been asked to purchase a book ralled "Physicians and Social

Medicine" for your library. The person making the request doesn't

know the publigher, hut thinks the work was published in 1984,

Refore ordering this book, vou would lile to verifv the price and the

publisher. Whick of the following is not an eppropriate source for

verifvine this information? ‘

v

O

. ERIC

PAFulText provided by ERIC
E"—




1, Booke in Print
2. Cunulative Book Index

3. Yedical Books and Serials in Print
4, TPorthcoming Books

Source: Roper, F., Roorkman, JA. Introduction to Reference
Sources in the Health Sciences, p. 22-23,

&0
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ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

TECUMICAL STRVICTS

Nhiective 4

Statement of Ohjective

Select appropriate catalosing tools and both online and print sources
of bibliographic information for descriptive cataloging or
classification information.

Generzl Mescription

Evervy examinee is expected to know a basic core list of online and
nrint gources for obtaining cataloging copy information for
descrintive cataloging or classification numbers for monographs and
serials. FRxaminees are erxpected to be able to interpret the
information presented in each source.

Contert Limitatiens

Sources: ™ill be limited to the following:

1. Yandbook of Medical Library Practice, v. 2, 1983, Ch. 5-6.

2. J. Bradley, Hospital Library Management, 1983, Ch. §.
3. fourse CGuide for CF 524: MeSH and NLM rlassification.
L, ¥. Roner, J. A, Boorkman, Introduction to Reference Sources in

the Health Sciences, 1984, Ch. 7.

ey Flements: %ill include titles of standard, high-use, online and
nrinc sources of cataloging information for health sciences library
materials. Standard sources that should be considered include:

Anclo-American Cataloging Rules, 2nd ed. (AACR2)

CATLINR

Cataloging in Publication

Mational Library of Medicine Classification

Library of Congress flassification

Mational Librarv of Medicine Current Catalog

Mational Library of Medicine Current Catalog Proof Sheets
Mational Inion (atalog

nrLe

NV N IVD PR -
.

2
.

Ttem Format 1

Stimulns Attributes:

1. The stem will describe a particular title to be classified
either in the MLM Classification, or the ".C Classification if
appropriate, followed by the question: "Which of the followine
is the best source to determine the classification number
that NLM would assign to this work?" or "Jhich of the following
is not an appropriate source for determining which
classification number NLM would assign to this work?"
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2. The stem mav present other relevant information zbout rhe
title, such as when it was published, if any and what %ind of
catalogingm copy information is alreadvy in hand and needs to be .
undated or expanded on,

1, Fach item will require identification of specific, high-use,
online and print sources of cataloging information.

Nesnonse Attrihutes:

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given, each
consisting of full titles of standard online and/or print
sources of catalooing information.

2. Nnly one correct answer will be possible.

. A distracter may include the information requested, but may not
be the most authoritative source for the information.

4, A distrecter mav be totally irrelevant.

Criterion for Credit:
Credit will be given for the correct answer only, 4

Item Sample:

You are cataloping a book for your collection entitled: The

Diapnosis_and Therapv of Heart Disease, which was published this

vear, VYou know that cataloging copy is probably available for this .
title. Which of the following is the best source to determine the

classification number that NLM would assign to this work?

. Cataloging in Publication
Mational "nion Catalog
ocLe

CATLIN®

A N
. .

Sources: fourse Guide for CE 524: MeSY and NLM Classification, p 5.
Roper, F., Roorkman, JA. Introduction to Reference Sources in the
Health Sciences, p 20,

Ttem Format 2

Stimulus Attributes:

1, The stem will describe a particular title to be cataloged
followed by the question: ™Jhich of the following is the best
source to obhtain current descriptive cataloging information
according to the practices followed by the “ational Library of
Medicine?" or "Which of the following is not an appropriate
‘'source for cbtaining current descriptive cataloging information
according to the cataloning practices followed by the MNational
Librarv of Medicine?"
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2. Te stem rev  -esent oth.r relevant information about the
' title, such aten it was published, if anv and what kind of
¢ «talogine ¢y information i3 already in hand and needs to be
updated or expanded on.

3. Pach item will require identification of svecific, high-use,
online and/or nrint souvrces of descriptive cataloging
1. .otmation,

+2gponse Attributes:

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given, esch
consisting of f-11 titles of standard online and/or prinrt
soz.cex of descriptivy cataloging information,

2. Onlv one correct answer will be possible,

3. A distracter mav include the information requested, but may not
be the most authoritative source for the information,

4, A distracter may be totally irrelevant.

Criterion for Credit:
‘ Credit will he given for the correct ans.-r only,

Item Samole:

Your ave cataloeing a Yook for your .:llection entitled: Current
. Suraiczl Procedurves in the Treatment of Heart Disease, vthich was

pnblished 2 years apo. You “now that catalosing copy probably is

availahle for this title. Which of the foliowinpg is the best source

to ohtain irrent descriptive cataloaina information accordino to the

nractices follawed bv the Mational Librarv of Medicine?

. fataloaing in Pnblication

National Union Cutaloq

Mational Librarvy of fedicine Current Natalon
CATLINE

[ N
* e

Sources: fourse Guide for CF 524: “eSH and ‘LY Classificztion, p 5.
Poper, ¥,, Boorknan, JA., Introduction to Peference Scurces ir the
Healtr Sciences, n 20,
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TROWMTCAL SRRVIZCES

Nbiective S

Qtarement of Nhiective

Choose z2ppropriate classification numbers from the NLM and LC
classification schedules based on current cataloging practice,

General DNescription

Fvery examinee should have a basic understanding of NLM's application
of the NLM Classificarion system and be able to select both NMLM and
i.C classification numbers for works in uncomplicated subjects. Fvery
examinee should know when it is appropriate to choose LC numbers
rather than NLM numbers., Every examinee should be zble to select the
appropriate NLM form numbers that are frequently used.

Content Timitatiorns

Sources: ™ill be limited to the following:
1, J. Bradley, Hospital Library Maragement, 1983, Ch. S

2, Handbook of Medical Librarv Practice, v. 2, 1983, Ch. 5-6

3. Course Guide for MLA CE 524: MeSH and NLM classification.

4, Introduction and preliminary papes of the Mational Library of
Medicine classification, %th ed., revised
1981,

Rev Flements: %ill include assigning MLM and LG ¢ 3ssification
numbers to works in uncomplicated subjects.

Ttemm Format

Stimulus Attributes:

1, Jach item will consisc of a sample title page, followed by the
question: "According to ML} policy, which is the best
classification number to assign ty this work?"

2, Rach title page should contain all the information needed to
make the right decision. Choose title papes thzt clearly
reflect the subject ma.ter of the work., The title page should
be in English,

3. Additional preliminary pages (in addition to the title page),
may be supplied if .eeded to further clarify the contents of
the work,

Response Attributes:
1. Four or five responses will be given, each consizrinm of NLM
and/or LC classifization numbers. Photocopies of the

approvriate pages of the NLM and/or LC classifi~ation schedules
should be appended to the exam.
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?2. The pertinent subject index pases of the NLM and/or LG
rlassification schedules may also be appended to the exan as
part of the information supplied for each examinee. If these
naoes are supnlied, all appropriate pages of the index should
he included (i.e. sample classification numbers should have a
matching index page if it exists.)

3. Only one current answer will be possible.

4, Distracters should make the examinee discriminate between the
LC and MM classification numbers. Both the LC and ML
classification numbers should be nlausible for the item 1o be
classified.

S. A distracter may be incorrect when any of the fo. wing
conditions exist:

a. failure to note that a classi/ication number is reserved
for a particular format (e.z. 13 is always used by MLM for
dictionaries.)

b, failure to correctly interpret a scope n~te given with a
classification number (e.g. WC 162 has a "not" in italics
which indicates that it is not the appropriate number for
trade catalogues, but it is the appropriate number for
surgical equipment,)

c. failure to correctly interpret the inde» of the ML'
classification schedule

6, Niscracters should include a runge of - orrect response tvpes,
fe.p. 1.0t all the errors should be cente.ed around one form
number, )

Criter.an for Credit:
Credic. will he givon for the correct answer only,

Ttem Sample:

According to MIM policy, which is the best classificatisn number to
assign to this work? (Title page appended).

1, 0cC 244

2. oT 134

3. wB 2 (photocopies of classification
4, WO 26 pages and index appende.d)

S. WO 240

Source: Course Guide for CE 524: ™MeSH and ' LM Classification, p 36~
37.
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Nursing

Pediatric see Pediatric Nursing WY 159
Psychiatric see Psychiatric Nursing WY 160
Religious orders WY 145
School see School Nursing WY 113
Specialties see Specialties, Nursing WY
101-164

Standards WY 1§
Statistics WY 31
Surgical see Surgical Nursing® WY 161-162
Surveys WY 31
Transportation aursing WY 143
Veterinary SF 774.5

- See also names of diseases being trested or the

ialty involved

specialty
Nursing Audit WY ]00.5
Nursing Care
Generm WY 100
In special field WY 150-164
Nursing Ethics see Ethics, Nursing WY 85
Nursing Homes WX 27-28
Administratiou WX 150
Directories WX 22
For the aged WT 27-28
Directories WT 22
For other purposes, by specialty
N:l:ingl’hilaopllyml’hiluophy.hlntﬁng wY

Nursing Pools see Employment WY 29, etc;
Nurtes WY 29, etc.
Nursing, Practical WY 195
Education WY 183
Nursing, Private Duty WY 127
Education WY I8
Nursing Processes WY 100
Specific activities, by subject
Nursing Records WY 100.5
See also Medical Records WX 173, etc.
Nursing Service, Hospital WY 125
Administration VY 105
Nursing Services WY (00
Nursing Stafl
Of industry WY 141
Of schools WY 113
Nursing Steff, Hospital WY 12§
Administration WY 103
Nursing, Suoervisory WY 105
Of waro: WY 108
Nursing, Texm WY 125
See also Patient Care Team W 84.8, etc.
Nutrition
And oral heslth WU 113.7
In snimals see Animal Nutrition SF 95-99
In children see Child Nutrition WS 115, etc.
In health (General) QU 145
:: infants see Infant Nutriion WS 115-120
pregnancy  WQ 175
In sickness (General) WB 400
Tables QU 148
For children WS 16
See also Niet QT 235; Parenteral Feeding
WB 410; other particular topics
Nutrition Disorders WD 100-175
As & cause of diseae QZ 103

In infancy & childhood WS 118

Children WS 115; WS 130

Infant see Iniant Nutrition Disorders WS 120,

etc.

Veterinary SF 851

See also Obesity WD 210-212
Natrition Surveys QU 146
Mutritive Value QU 145
Nuts

Diets for control of fats WB 425

Diets for control of protein WB 426
Nux Vomica see Strychnine QV 103, etc.
Nyctalopia WD 110
Nylon

Chemical technology TP 1180.P%

Used for special purposes, by subject, e.g., in

plestic surgery WO 640
Nymphae see Vulva WP 200
Nymphomasia see Sex Levistion WM 610
Nystagmws WW 410
o

Oath, Hippocratic see Hippocratic Oath W 50
Obesity WD 210-212
Obesity in Diabetes WK 835
Objesi Attachment WM 460.5.02
Object Rebisonhip WM 460.5.02
Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder WM 176
Obstetrical Forceps WQ 425
Obstetrical Nursing WY 157

Education WY 18-18.5

See also Postnatal Nursing WY 157.3
Obstetricisns, Directories see Directories WQ 22

under Obstetrics

Nursing see Obstetrical Nursing WY 157, etc.
Urology WIJ 190
jcat wQ 260.

Complications .
Obstetrics and Gynecology Department, Hospital see
Hospital Departments WQ 27-28, etc.
Obstruction, Intestinal see Intestinal Obstruction
WI 460, etc.
Occipital Lobe WL 307
Occlusion see Dental Occlusion WU 4
Occlusive Dressings WO 167
Occult Blood QY 160
Occultism
Medical superstitions WZ 309
Occupationsl Accidents see Accidents, Occupational
WA 435-491, =tc.
Occupational Dermatitis WK 600
Occupational Disesses WA 400-495
Medicolegu aspects W 925
Mental disorders (General) WA 493
Nursing see Industrial nursing WY 14]
Ophthalmological WW 3503
Prevention & control WA 412495
See also Disability Evaluation W 928, etc.;
Workmen's Compensation HD 7814-7817,
ete.

p SRR TTERAT G e T
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ALWAYS CONSULT MAIN SCHEDULES. USE NUMBER ASSIGNED ONLY WHEN
SBJECT REPRESENTS MAJOR EMPHASIS OF WORK BEING CLASSIFIED
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Drugs for see Aantitubercular Agents QV 268,
etc.

Genital see Tuberculcsis, Female Genital WP
160, etc.; Tuberculosis, Male Genital WJ 700,
etc.

In pregnancy WQ 256

Industrial WF 405

Laws WF 200

Nursing WY 163

*Oral  WI 200

For the dentist W1! 140

Skin see Tuberculosis, Cutarcous WR 245

Veterinary SF 908

See aleo Parstuberculosis  SF 309.J6

Other Jocalities, by site

See also Silicotuberculosis V./F 634
Tuberculasis, Avian SF 995.6.178
Tubcrculosis, Bovine SF 967.T8
me WG 100

Tuberculosis, Cutaneous WR 245
Tuberculosis, Esdocrine WK 100
Localized, by site
Tubeulon.l’mkdaim WP 160
byute

Localized, by site
Tubemnlom.OulseeTubetculom WI 200, etc.
‘wuberculosie. Ustecarticular WE 253
Loalmd.by'm

Tuberculosis, Spinsl WE 253
Tuberculosis, Spienic WH 600
Tuberculosis, Urogenital WJ 100
Localized, by site
Tuberous Sclerosis QS 675
Tubocurarine QV 140
Tulsremia WC 380
Tumor Virus Infections QZ 200
Tumors see Neoplasms QZ 200-390, etc.
Tuagsten
Inorganic chemmy QD i81.W1
Metabolism QU 130
Pharmacodynamics QV 290
Tunica Vaginalis see Testis WJ 800, etc.
Tunnel Anemia see Ancyclostomissis WC 890

Ultrasonics

Turbellaris QX 352
Turbinates WV 301
Turkeys
Culture SF 507
Diseases SF 995.4
Turkish Baths sce Baths WB 52, etc.
Turver’s Syndrome QS 677
Turpesntine (V 65
Tortles QL 666.CS
Diseses SF 997.5.R4
Twilight Sicep see Anesthesia, Obstetrical WO 430
Twinning see Embryology QS 642, etc.
Twins WQ 235
Embryology QS 642

Psychology WS 105.5.F2
Twins, Con*omed Qs 673

Typh'od Bacillus see Salmonells Typhi QW
138.5.52
Typhoid-Paratypl 0id Vaccines
For parstyphoid WC 266
General and for typhoid WC 270
Typbus, Eademic Flea-Borne *VC 613
Typhus, Fpidemic Louse-Borne WC 605-610
Typhus, Murine see Typhus, Endemic Flea-Borne
WC 615
Tyramine QV 174
Tyro-ne QU 60
Tyrosine Aminotrensferse QU 141
Tyrothmn Qv 350

U

Ubiquinone QU 135
Udder see Mammae SF 890, etc.

Uker QZ 150
Comesl see Corneal Ulkcer WW 220
Decubitus see Decubitus Ulcer WR 598
Duodensal see Duodenal Ulcer WI 370
Gastric see Stomach Ulcer WI 360
Leg see Leg Ulcer WE 850
Peptic see Peptic Ulcer WI 350-370
Skin see Skin Ulcer WR 3598
Varicose see Varicose Uker WG 620

Ulna WE 820

Ulnar Nerve WL 400
See also names of organs innervated, c.g.,
Forearm WE 820

Ultracentrifug-*ion
Bnolomlmentch QH 3249.C4

Chemical engineering TP 159.C4
Chemical technics QD $4.C4
Clinical chemistry QY 9%

See also Centrifugaticn QD 54.C4, cte.

Ultrasonic Therapy WB 515

Ultrasonics  QC 244
Biophysics QT 34
Diagnostic use (General) V'B 289
Used for other special purposes, by subject

ALY'AYS CONSULT MAIN SCHEDULES. USE NUMBER ASSIGNED ONLY WHEN
SUBJECT REPRESENTS MAJOR EMPHASIS OF WORK BEING CI ASSIFIED
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PHYSICS

Acoustics. Sound - Continued
228 ratories
Sudarranged like (183
Technique
Instruments and apparatus
Handbooks, tables, formulas, ete.
229 Miscellany and curiosa

gicial topics
231 tics of vibrations and wsve motion

233 Propagation of sound
Including velocity, reflection, transmission
Vitrations
235 Strings, rods, memtranes, plates, tuning forks
41 Gases in tubes, etc. Rssonance
Sound waves
243 General works, treatises, and textbooks
o2 Juvenile works
.3 Special topics, A.2
AL Amplitude

.D3 Daxping
.ES Energy

.P7 Pressure o <ound

.R3 Radiatior. pressure

.S3 Scattering
Transmission, see QC233

o .
oW

.5 Inf'rasonics
244 Titrasonics .
Cf. TAL17.4, Ultrasonic testing
.5 Acoustic holography
246 Analysis of sounds. By phonograph, etec. .
HEaT

Cf. QC220, Sound, light, and heat as a vhole
For therasl properties of solids, pee QC176.8.T4

251 Periodicals, sccieties, congresses, serial collections,
yearbcoks

o Collected works (nonserial)
252 History and phiilosophy

.2 Nomenclature, termimology, notstiou, abbreviations
253 Early works through 1800 .

General works, treatises, and advanced textbooks

254 1801-1969

.2 1970-
255 Elementary textbooks
256 Juvenile works
257 Mdresses, essays, lectures
261 Study and teaching. Research

For programmed texts, see QC25,-254.2

5 Problems, exercises, e nations
263 _ Expsriments

.5 Laboratory manuals
265 Technique
266 Handbooks, tables, formulas, etc.
267 Miscellsny and curiosz

- -

od_thermometry
€f. GC177, Ocsanographic instruments
- QC902, Metecrological ir»iruments
" 0 Pe. 1odicals, socisties, congresses, serial collections,

yearbooks ‘
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QT PHYSIOLOGY QT

* 208 Research
Classify here works about research in general Classify works about research on
@ particular subject, by subject. |

21 Physical educstion as s profession

‘2 Directuries (Table G)

* 21 Genzal coverags (Not Table G)
Laboratories, institutes, etc.

n Collective

% W(mm_cdm)

25 Laborstory mas -als. Experimesnts] physiology. Technic

* 2 Equizment sad supplies
Classify casalogs here

265 Computers, Astomatic data processing
C/.'b’QTIJ Computer assisted instruction. Classify works on use for special subjects

Museums, exk’sits, ete.
Collective
W(mm“umw

* 32 Laws (Table G)
* 321 Geseral coverage (Not Table G)

* 1 Discussion of law (Table G)
® 33i General coverage (Not Tsble G)

PHYSICS, MATHEMATICS, AND ENGINEERING AS APPLIED TO

PHYSIOLOGICAL AND MED.CAL PHENOMENA

Inc:,udchmmmlmhul,. Classify works on applications 0 specific probiems

M wslophy sics. Blomedical engineering
G/ WN Radiology

1 35 Biomedical mathematics
‘ qjggm Theory of medcal siatistics.  Classify works for the biologizy in QH

30
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WB FRACTICE OF MEDICINE wB

120 Popular medicine (General)
¢.g., Household medical books. Self medication
Example: Fishbein. Modern home medical adviser.

130 General works for lsymen
MMMMMWW&MM}VW Example:
Clark. Moedicine on the merch.

GENERAL DIAGNOSIS

14 Geseral works
Cf QY 4 General works o clinical pothology.
114 Hoalth status

415 Diffarectii diageosis

142 Prognosis. Moaitoring

143 Symptematelegy

146 Astienia. Cachexis. Fatigue

152 Qiills. Fever

176 Paia
182 Syacope. Coms
200 Phy+ sl diagnosis (General)

208 Technique of physical examinstion




wB

g 8 B ¥ V¥

310

320

325

PRACTICE OF MEDICINE

THERAPEUTICS
General works
mummmmww(cuw
Classify specific devices or therapies by subject.

MwmmdmwwLMmthaﬁllmm Classify
muwmcmbqu.mw F’8 460 Classify works
with no medical siant in HD 7255-7256,

care
- WM 29 for mens:| patients; WO 183 Postoperative care: WY 100 Nursing
care.




wQ

*1

11
111

16

17

wQ

wQ

OBSTETRICS
MWMM#MWWﬁM‘MW} 157.

wQ 1-178 General

Atlases. Pictorial works
Cwalmlbnadmammafthcmmhmm

Education. Outlines, Questivns and sagwers, Teachers’ irstructions
Clhlop-dibe-du-oflldmhalmu. Computer assisted

Clcﬂbhmmhﬂu!cdmﬂmudcudbﬁ:ulmmk Classify textbooks
Wmallvdbwulmm by subject,

Mmﬂhcﬂﬂudbm
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wQ

268

100

a5

160

165

178

OBSTETRICS wQ

Research
Classify here works about research in general Classify works about research on

a particular subject by subject.
Obstetrics as & profession

Di-ectories (Table G)
General coverage (Not Table G)

Qiinics, dispensaries, ete.
Coliective (Table G)

General coverage (Not 1a..: G)
Individual (Zable G)

waborstory manusls, Technic

Equipment and suppl'es
Classify catalogs i+ W 26,

Maternity hospitals

Collective (Table G) T o
General coverage (Not Table
Individual (Table G)

Laws (Table G)
General coverage (Not Tabie G)

Discussion of law (Tesk. G)
General covera,;+ (Not ‘Table G)

Gese:al vorks
Pml.mhumqndchﬂdb‘m Natwural childbirth
Midwiferv

Manuals for midwives

Prenata) 4




wQ

202

210

2105

211

212

215

B

3

OBSTETRICS

PREGNANCY

General works

Cf QY 335 Pregnancy resis

wQ

Fertilization. Conception, Dev.opmest of ovum. General physiology of

reproduction

Sex determination (Disgnostic)
Artificial insemination

Prenstal disgnosis. Fetal monitoring

Fetus. Feotal memb: ames. Umbilical cord (General). P
Claqombmfmlapﬁmmmhmmltnwms.

Fﬂmy,m,ﬂm
FMM(GM«MWMM)

Placeats
CL WK 920 Placental hormones.

Toxemiss
e.g., Eclampsia

Ectopic preguaacy

Abortion. Fetal desth
CL WQ 440 Induced abortion; W 367 Criminal abortion.

Muitiple pregnancy

Pregnancy complications (General or 2ot indcxed elsewhere)

Mwﬁmmm&:ln wQ 215
Cardiovascular complications

Diabetes

(&
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Hematologic complications

Infectious diseases

Urologic complications

Disproportions of the pelvis
Complications of labor
e.g-. Postpartum hemorrhage
OBSTETRICAL SURGERY

General works
Classify works on obstetrical anesthesia in WO 450,

Delivery (including preparatory manipulation)
Use of forceps
Cesarean section. Symphysiotomy and similar technics

Embryotomy

induction of Isbor. Therapeatic sbortion. Technics of induced sbortion
Clm(btv'orksonmlo‘hlm?liﬂouwo/indwdaborﬁonlnﬂa 767.

Resuscitstion of the newborn







TECHNICAL SERVICRS

Objective 6

Statement of Objective

Choose appropriate subject headings and subheadings based on an
unlexstanding of MeSH vocabulary and the principles of application
based on NLM's cataloging practices and policies.

General Description

Every examinee is expected to have a basic understanding of the MeSH
Annotated Alphabetic List and how to interpret the entries found in
it. Examinees are expected to assign main headings and all types of
subheadings (i.e., topical, geographic, form, and language) from
MeSH for materials in uncomplicated subjects.

Content Limitations

Sources: Will be iimited to the following:
1. MeSH Annoteced Alphabetic List
2, Course G:ide for CE 524: MeSH and NLM Classification

Key Elements: Will include a choice of possible subject headings
(including & combination of main headings and subteadings) from which
the examinee would choose the one in the correct format according to
NLM's application of MeSH vocabulary for cataloging practices.

Item Format
Stimulus Attributes:

1. Bach item will consist of a hypothetical title of a book that
is to have subject headings assigned to it, followed by two or
three possible MeSH entries from the MeSH Annotated Alphabetic
List . The MeSH entries will be followed by the question:
"According to NLM's cataloging practices and policies, the
correct subject heading is?"

2. TLe hypothetical title of the book should be descriptive enough
tor the examinee to make the correct choice.

3. The MeSH ent.ies should include major and/or minor descriptors
that have cataloging and/or indexing annotations that restrict
the use of the descriptor in some way.

4, Each item will require the examinee to recognize and understand
cataloging ari indexing annota‘ions.




Reeponse Attributes:

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given, each
consisting of subject headings (including subheadings if
appropriate) found in the current edition of the MeSH Annotated

Alphabetic List .

2. Only one correc“ answer will be possible.

3. A distracter may be incorrect when any of the following
conditions exist:

1. an inappropriate subheading is used with a main heading;
2. 8 minor descriptor is used rather tLan a major descriptor;
3. & subheading is used with a minor descriptor;

4. an allowable subheading is used with a major descriptor,
but NLM cataloging practices do not permit the use.

Criterion for Credit:
Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

Item Sample:
You are cataloging the book titled Relative Costs of Home Care and

Hospital Care in Australia. You note the following entries in the
MeSH Annotated Alphabetic List :

COST ALLOCATION
N3.219.151.90
;:tclyﬁqh/nnhlnhnﬂlWu-nﬂbu‘unlhn
we snder COSTS AND CNST ANALYSIS

X COST APPORTIONMENT
X COST SHIFTING

COST APPOLTIONMIENT ses COST ALLOCATION
N3.219.151.90

COSTS AND COST ANALYSIS

NA219.1S14

NIM; /methods /trends, ‘cost shifung: mdex wader COST
ALLOCATIOR; OF: COSTS *

“

XU COST ALLOCATION
XU DIRECT SERVICE COSTS

CQSTS, DIRECT SIRVICE se DIRECT SERVICE COSTS
N1.219.151.472

ECONOMICS, HOSPITAL

N3.21936

GEN or waspecsiied : poafer / with :

%»?' = hreade coumdar o HOSETTAL PR e
os0g /farm

X HOSPITAL ECONOMICS

106




Source:
) 10-17 .

PD 25.5.2

According to NLM's cataloging practices and pnrlicies, the correct

. subject heading ig?"
1. Cost Allocation
2. Cost Allocation — trends
3. Costs and costs analysis — Australia
4, Hospital Economics - Australia
5. Economics, Hospital -—- Ausgtralia

Courgse Guide for C' 524: MeSH and NLM Classification, p.

file: techservobject6



APPENDIX 1V

Performance Objectives in Health Sciences Lib.arianship
Arca of Concentration Examinations

Public Servi

1. Select specific refersnce works or online sources in the health
sciences for specific information needs or problems.

2. Employ advanced searching techniques and strategies for searching
selected online databases.

3. Determine the appropriate subject headings and subheadings based on an
understanding of MeSH vocabulary and the principles of application for
information retrieval.

4, Interpret the elements of a collection development policy in order to
select or weed materials in a health sciences library.

5. Select appropriate mechanisms to measure collection strengths and
weaknesses.

ical vi

1. Interpret the elements of a collection development policy in order to
select or weed materiais in a health sciences library.

2. Select appropriate mechanisms to measure collection strengths and
weaknesses.

3. Select appropriate online and print sources for bibliographic
verification of health sciences materials in all formats.

4, Select appropriate cataloging tools and both online and print sources
of bibliographic information for descriptive cataloging or
classification information.

5. Determine the appropriate NLM or LC classification number based on
current cataloging practice for a wide variety of materials, such as,
monographs, covering multi-faceted subjects, serials, or audiovisuals.

6. Identify and describe NLM's application of descriptive cataloging
codes.

7. Choose appropriate subject headings and subheadings based on an

understanding of MeSH vocabulary and the principles of application of
NLM’s cataloging practices and policies.
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8. Determine the most economic and prompt method for ordering health
sciences library material. ‘

Hospital Lit

. Select specific reference works or online sources in the health
sciecces for specific information needs or problems.

2. Determine the appropriate subject headings ind subheadings based on an
understanding of MeSH vocabulary and the principles of apolication for
information retrieval.

3. Interpret the elements of a collection development policy in order to
select or weed materials in a health sciences library.

4.  Select appropriate mechanisms to measure collection strengths and
weaknesses.

3. Identify priaciples of effective management in hospital library
services.

6. Understand principles and practices in the effective utilization of
hospital library facilities and space.

7. Comprehend principles and concepts of effective financial resource
management in hospital li™raries.




Obicctive |

APPENDIX V
ITEM MODELS

AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION

Statement of Objective

PUBLIC SERVICES

Select specific reference works or online sources in the health
sciences for specific information needs or problems.

Genera! Description

The examinee must exhibit a depth of knowledge of specific print and
online sources, including their scope, coverage, content, arrangement,
and access points. This will also include a knowledge of the less
frequently used print and online sources.

Content Limitations

Sources: The examinee will be responsible for knowing the content of
sources listed in:

Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A.

L.

2.  Bradley, J.
Chapter 8
3.
Kev Elements:
1.
2
3.

Item Format

1982. vol. I, chapters § & 6

Introduction to Reference
icnces. 2nd ed. Chicago: MLA, 1984.
nt. Chicago: MLA, 1983.

i 4th ed. Chicago: MLA,

Specific information need or prcblem

Specific print or online resources

Scope, coverage, content, arrangement, access points of
specific print and online resources

Stimulus Attributes:

1. The stem presents the information problem or need, followed by the
question: "Which of the following sources is [most/least] likely
to answer this question?” or "Which of the following is

imost/least] [efficient/quick]?"

2. Each item will require selection of a specific print or online
resource which is the most/least appropriate to answer the
question based on knowledge of scope, coverage, content,
arrangement, and access points.




\1‘3'
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Response Attributes:
1. Four or five alternative responses will be given.

2. Each response will consist of the complete title of a work or the
author’s last name and the coraplete title of the work, depending
on how it is best known. All of the alternative will be titles
from sources listed under content limitations.

3.  Only one correct answer will be possible. The other alternatives
may meet part of the stimulus but not all of it

4. An incorrect response may have a title which suggests that it is
the correct answer without in fact being the correct answer.

5. An incorrect response may include related information but not meet
the condition "most/lcast® required in the stem.

Criterion for Credit:
Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

Item Sample I:

A physician is seeking information on family planning practices in
India and China. Which of the following sources is most likely to
answer this question?

1. EMBASE
2. DIRLINE
3. BIOSIS Previews
4. POPLINE

Source: Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A. i £

Introduction to Refsrence
Sources in the Health Sciznces 2nd ed. Chicago: MLA, 1984,

p. 75.

NLM Onlinc Services Reference Manual 2.4.1, 2.4.2

Item Sample 2:

A physiciaa has come to you asking for information on the interactions
of two drugs. Which of the following is [cast likely to answer this
question?

Evaluations of Drug Interactions

Hansten’s Drug Interactions

Martindale: Th~ Extra Pharmacopceia

The Merck Index: An Encyclopeaia of Chemicals, Drugs and
Biologicals

Source:  Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A. Insroduction to Reference
S in the Health Sci

. 2nd ed. Chicago: MLA, 1984,
p. 130.

LN -
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AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION
PUBLIC SERVICES

Qbjective 2
Statement of the Objective

Fmploy advanced searching techniques and stratagies for searchir
selected online databases.

General Description

Each examinee is expected to employ advanced searching techniques and
strategics for searching caline databases. The databases each examinee

is expected tc know include: EMBASE, PSYCINFO, BIDSIS, CHEMICAL
ABSTRACTS ONLINE, CINAHL, MEDLINE, TOXMET, PDQ, and CANCERLINE.
Vendors include: Dialog, BRS, STN, and NLM

Content Limitations

BRS Search Svstem User’s Manyal

Dialcg Svstem Reference Manuat

EMBASE Training Program I and II (course syllabi)
Search Guide: BIOSIS Previews Edition

DIALOG Blue Sheets
BRS White Pages

NLM OQpline Service Reference Mapual
Kev_clements:

l. Information request upon which to base search strategy and
techniques

Name of the databas vendor to be searched

Name of the database to be searched

Boolean logic, unit record structure, controlled vocabularies
(database thesauri), controlled vs. natural language
searching

95999riE

Ll adl o

Item Format
Stimulus Attributes:

1. Each item will describe an information need or request which may
be satisfied through a search on an online bibliographic retrieval
system. The item will conclude with the question: "Which search
strategy will recall the [greatest/least] number of relevant
citations"?

113
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2. Each item sill require the selection of the appropriate response
based upon knowledge of the database and database vendor specified
in the stem. This means knowledge of the following: search
software mechanics, controlled vocatulary, Boolean logic, and unit
record structure.

3. Specifics about the controlled vocabulary for that database may or
may not also be given.

Response Attributes:

1. Four or five responses will be given.

2. Each response will consist of either controlled approaches
combined with Boolean operators; or natural language approaches
combined with Boolean operators; or a combination of natural
language and contrclled vocabulary with Boolean operators.

3. A respor.e may be incorrect due to: inappropriate interpretation
of database controlled vocabulary; a lack of search logic; or
inappropriate level of comprehensivensss. (i.e. too may
irrelevant or too fsw relevant citations.)

4. The correct response will satisf y the need, demonstrate search
logic, use the specified database’s controlled vocabulary, and
result in the appropriate level of comprehensiveness.

Criterivn for Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.
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Item Sample:

A resident prescribes propranolol to treat a hypertensive elderly
patient and wonders about the effects. You search EMBASE using DIALOG.
In looking up the EMCLAS. EMTAGS and Malimet descriptors you find:

A. Propranolol and Hypertension are descriptors.

B. EMCLASS codes: 37.102 Antihypertensive Drugs; 18.13.2.
Clinical Hypertension; 20.5.3 Hypertension

C. EMTAGS: 19 Aged; 920 Cardiovascuiar System; 160 Treatment

Given this information, which search strategy would recall the greatest
number of relevant articles?

1. SS Propranolol/DE and SH=037.10.02?7 and SH=018.13.02? and

SH=020.05.03?

2. Propranoiol.DE. and 037.10.02#.CC. and 018.13.02#.CC. and
020.05.03#.CC.

3. Propranolol.DE. and Hypertension.DE. and 0019.IL and
0160.11.

4. SS Propranolol/DE and Hypertension/DE and TC=0019 and TC=060

Source:  Excerpta Medica Training Program I, 1983, p62. (course
syllabus)

Item Sample 2:

You are trying to jocate information on kidacy stones, but you are not
sure how kidaey stones are indexed in MEDLINE. You do the search using
the NLM system. Which search strategy would recall the greatest number
of relevant articles?

1. kidney adj stone$l
2. ss sidney(w)stone?
3. all kidney stone#
4. (tw) kidney and stones

Source: NLM Quline Services Reference Manual, 7.4.3




AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION
PUBLIC SERVICES

Obicctive 3

Statement of Objective

Determine the appropriate subject headings and subheadings based on an
understanding of McSH vecabulary and the principles of application for
information retsisval,

General Description

Every examinee is expected to be able to interpret entries ir the MeSH

i ist and determine which main headings and
subheadings should be used v'hen searching Index Medicus, MEDLINE, or
the card catalog. Examinees should be able to interpret MeSH scope
notes, cross references, dates and cataloging and indexing annotations,
and be familiar with NLM's cataloging practices and policies in the use
of MeSH.

Contents Limitations

Item

Sources: Will be limited to the following:

1. Front matter of the MeSH Annotated Alphab:tic List and [ndex
Medicus

Course guide far CE 524: MeSH and NLM Classifics. ion
Feinglos, S. MEDLINE: a basic guide to searching. 1985.

Roper, F., Boorkman, J.A., Introduction to Reference Sources

in the Health Sciences, 1984.

Kev Elements: Will include the assignment of main headings and all
types of subheadings (ie.. iopical, geographic, form, language)

according to NLM's cataloging practices for creation of entries in a

card catalog; the choice of headings and subheadings used to search
MEDLINE or the printed Index Medicus; the interpretation of MeSH notes
and other annotations.

Awwn

Format 1
Stimulus Attributes:

l. The stem preseats a searching situation for the printed [ndex
Medicus or for MEDLINE, followed by the statement: "The MeSH.

Annotated Alohabetic List contains the following entry (entries):"

2. The complete entry from MeSH including scope notcs, cross
references, dates and other annotations are presented.




3.  The examince is asked: "Based on this eatry (these entries), which
of the following statements is true (false) for searching [name
appropriate scurce, i.e, printed Index Medicuys, MEDLINE]™

Response * ttributes:

l. Four or ¥ -« alternative responses will he given each relating to
the M=53. atries given in the stem.

2. All responses will be superficialiy plausible; none will be
obviously irrelevant to the marginally informed examinee.

3. A response may be iacrirect due to: inappropriate interpretation
of content notes, searcaing notes, date, or cross reference
structure.

4. Only one correct answer will be possible.

Criterion for Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.
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. I.cm Sample I:

TITMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT DISEASES

35.550.903 4
a. % torm below: D+, TMJ DIS
2
TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT SYNDROME
g.m&zg €3.550.903.905

aoee term shove: DF: TMJ SYNDROME
73 was COSTENT SYNDROME 1966-72

-e mmmtm JOINT SYNDROME 10 search COSTEN'S

X COSTENS SYNDROM!

X MYOPFASCIAL PAIN DYSFUNCTION SYNDROME.
T!MPOIOMANDI'ULAR JOINT

XR FACIAL P

You are searching the printed Index Medicus for references on the topic
of temporomandibular joint syndrome from 1966 to the present.

Annotated Alphabetic List contains the following entries:

The MeSH

Based on these eatries, which of the following statements is true for

searching the printed Jndex Medicus?

|
|
i
|
SYNDROME back thrs |

JOINT DISEASES

. l.  COSTEN'S SYNDROME is a "see" reference to TEMPOROMANDIBULAR
2. TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT SYNDROME is searchable back through

1966

The data form abbreviation TMJ DIS is searchable

3
4. The data form abbreviation TMJ SYNDROME is scarchable
5. COSTEN'S SYNDROME should be used from 1966 to 1972

Source:  Preliminary pages of the MeSH Annotated Alphabetic List.




|
Item Sample 2; ‘ i

You are searching in MEDLINE for references on the topic of
temporomandibular joint syndrome from 1966 to the present. The MeSH
Annotated Alphabetic List contains the following entries:

TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT DISEASES
€3.950.908 «

asee werm deiow: DF: T™MJ DIS

(]
TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT SYNDROME
€3.500.407.781 €3.950.903.903

C3.631.651.903
a0 wrm sheve DF: TMJ SYNDROME
73; was COSTEN'S SYNDROME 1966-72

we TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOI
SYNDROME doar eV cs INT SYNDROME 10 seasch COSTEN'S

§ HYOFASE!AL P klelMD!YSP'UNC!'IO
A AL N SY?
TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT SYNDROME.
XR FACIAL PAIN

Based on these entries, which of the following statements is false for
searching MEDLINE?

1. COSTEN'S SYNDROME is a "see” reference to TEMPOROMANDIBULA
JOINT SYNDROME

TEMPOROMANDIBUL 'R JOINT SYNDROME is searchable back through
1966

The data form abbreviation TMJ DIS is searchable

The data form abbreviation TMJ SYNDROME 1s searchable

COSTEN'S SYNDROME should be used from 1966 to 1972

Source:  Preliminary pages of the MeSH Annotated Alphabetic List.
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Item Format 2

Stimulus Attributes:
1. The stem presents a searching situation for the card catalog
followed by the statement: "The MeSH Apnotated Alphabetic List

contains the following entry (entries):".

2. The complete entry from MeSH including scope notes, cross
references, dates, and other annotations are presented.

3. The examinee is asked: 'Baséd on this entry (these entries), which
of the following entries would you expect to {ind (not find) in
the card catalog?"

Response Attributes:

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given each relating to
the MeSH entries given in the stem.

2. All responszs will be superficially plausible; none will be
obviously irrelevant to the marzinally informed examinee.

3. A response may be incorrect when any of the following conditions

exist:

a) an inappropriate subheading is used with a2 main heading

b) a minor descriptor is used, with or without a subheading, for
. an entry in the card catalog

c) an incorrect combination of subheadings are used with a main

heading for a card catalog entry
d) a content note, indexing or cataloging note, dates, or cross
references are interpreted incorrectly
4, Only one correct answer will be possible.
Criterion for Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.
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Item Sample:

You are searching in your card catalog for books on the subject of
statistical information of health occupations. The MeSH Annotated

Alphabetic Ljst contains the following entries:

HEALTH MANPOWER
N2.3%0+ or M. s
GEN oaly: prefer /maspower with specific headmgs: when GF~ & |
ROt wee /rhc (= HEALTH OCCUPATIONS /educ) /manpo=.er /organ
CATALOG: /geog /form
[ ]

X HEALTH OCCUPATIONS MANPOWER
X HEALTH PERSONNEL

HEALTH OCCUPATIONS
Gl+

/0008 /educ /st /stand /trends: /men = HEALTH MANPOWER:
:'uu sides try HEALTH MANPOWER or ALLIED FEALTH
PERSONNEL or PHYSICIANS' ASSISTANTS

CATALOG: /geog
/form
65; was HEALTH PROPFESSIONS 1963-47
:' ﬂgal.‘ﬂl OCCUPATIONS %0 ssarch HEALTH PROFESSIONS back
X ALLIED HEALTH OCCUPATIONS
X HEALTH PROFESSIONS
XR OCCUPATIONS

Based on these entries, which of the following entries would you pot
expect to find in the card catalog?

Health Manpower -- statistics

Health Manpower -- U.S. -- statistics

Health Occupations -- trends -- statistics
Health Occupations -- U.S. - statistics
Health Occupations -- manpower -- statistics

NEWUN -

Source: Course guide for CE 524: MeSH and NLM Classification, p. 12-
19.
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Item Format 3

Stimulus Attributes:

L

The stem presents a searching situation for the printed [npdex
Medicus or for MEDLINE, followed by the statement: "The MeSH
Annotated Alphabetic List contains the following entry

(entries):".

The complete entry from MeSH including scope notes, cross
references, dates and other annotations are presented.

The examinee is asked: "Based on this entry (these entries), which
of the following entries would you expect to find (not find) in
[name appropriate source, i, MEDLINE, printed [ndex Medicus)?

Response Attridutes:

L.

4.

Four or five alternative responses will be given each relating to
the MeSH entries given in the stem.

All responscs will be superficially plausible; none will be
obviously irrelevant to the marginally informed examinee.

A response may be incorrect due to: inappropriate interpretation
of content notes, searching notes, date, cross reference
structure, or main heading/subheading combination.

Only one correct answer will be possible.

Criterion for Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.
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Itewz Sample:

You are searching in the priated Index Medicus for references on the
topic of statistical information of health occupations. The MeSH

Annotated Alphabetic List contains the following entries:

HEALTH MANPOWER
N23%0+

ammm/mmmauwmamcma
a0t we /educ TH ;PATION: /1
= .l(;'l(b\l. OCCUPATIONS /educ) /manpower /otgan
“
X HEALTH OCCUPATIONS MANPOWER
X MEBALTH PERSONNEL
HEALTH OCCUPATIONS
Gle

lll!,al.'l'l'l OCCUPATIONS 10 ssasrch HEALTH PROFESSIONS beck

LLIED HEALTH OCCUPATIONS
HEALTH PROFESSIONS

o g8
>

to find in the printed [ndex Medicus?

HEALTH MANPOWER / statistics

HEALTH OCCUPATIONS / statistics

HEALTH OCCUPATIONS / manpower

HEALTH OCCUPATIONS / supply & distribution
HEALTH MANPOWER / supply & distribution

Source:  Preliminary pages of the MeSH Anpnotated Alohabetic List.

Based on these entries, which of the following entries would you expect '

AWM -
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! AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION
. PUBLIC SERVICES

Objective 4
Statement of Objective

Interpret the elements of a collection development policy in order to
select or weed materials in a health sciences library.

General Descriptioa

Every examinee should be able to compare a2nd weigh the importance of
the various elements of a collection development policy for making
selection and de-selection decisions. The examinee is expected to

apply selection criteria for all types of health sciences library

materials, including such formats as monographs, serials, audiovisual
software, and computer software.

Content Limitations

Sources: Will be limited to the followiny:
l. Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A. ction
i i 2nd ed. Chicago: MLA, 1984.

chapter 11
. 2.  Bradley, J. Hospital Librarv Management, Chicago: MLA, 1983.

chapters 3 & 10

3 ical Li v ice. 4th ed. Chicago: MLA,
1982. vol. 2, chapter 2

4. Course Guide for CE 112: Collection Development

Kev Elements: Will include elements commonly found in collection
development policies, such as definitions of terms, description of uscr
population, scope and coverage by subject, and guidelines regarding
format, type of material, price, user demand, date of publication,
language, multiple copies, replacements, retention and withdrawals.
More difficult areas of selection will be addressed, including gif'ts,
exchange, cooperative agreements with other libraries, etc.

°
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Item Format 1

L

L

Stimulus Attributes:

The stem reproduces 3 or more elements of a collection development
policy that influence selection decisions, such as a description

of a specific user group, scope and coverage of a subject,

exclusion of & format, limitation by publication date, a policy on
multiple copies, liniitation by price, or a cooperative agreement
with other libraries.

The stem concludes with a question in the f ollowing format;
“Based on these criteria, which of the following titles would you
select [first/last] to [add to/weed from] your collection?”

Each question will require weighing the relation of the different
parts of the collection policy in making title-specific decisions.

Response Attributes:

Four or five responses will be listed, each describing a real or
hypothetical title and including enough information to allow the
examinee to make a selection decision, such as author, title,
place, publisher, date, price, evidence of demand, etc.

None of the responses will meet all of the criteria for selection.
Every incorrect response wi!! meet at least one of the criteria.

The correct response will meet more of the criteria than any other
response.

Criteria for Cradit

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

126

177




Jtem Sample:

Your collection policy includes, among others, ths following
statements:

- Materials in Cardiology, Orthopedics, and Fediatrics will be
collected at the research level.

- Monographs are usually purchased within 3 years of
publication date. Older monographs are seldom acquired.

- Clinical monographs published in countries cther than the
United States, Great Britain, and Canada are rarely acquired.

- Monographs that have been requested on interlibrary loan or
recommended by users, and are on clinical medical subjects,
are seriously considered for purchase.

Based on these criteria, which of the following titles would you select
first to add to your collection?

l. McCarver, Timothy. [nterpreting heart sounds.
Geneva : World Health Organization, 1982.

2. Fuller, Michael, ed. Jatrogenic infecticns.
Sydney, NSW : Collins, 1985.

3. Leahy, Donald. i ing w
Boston : Little Brown, 1981.

4. Weisman, Gregor. i ntial dj
Copenhagen : Munksgaard, 1982. (Recommended by Cardiology
resident).

5. Carlson, David. i i s i i . New
York : Academic Press, 1983. (Requested on interlibrary
loan).

Source:  Bradley, J. Hospital Library Managemeit. Chicago: MLA, 1983.
p. 32-33.




Item Format 2

Stimulus Attributes:

L.

The stem presents oae or more elements of a collection development
policy that influence selection decisions, such as a description

of a specific user group, scope and coverage of a subject,

exclusion of a, format, limitation by publication date, a policy on
multiple copies, limitation by price, or a cooperative agreement
with other libraries.

The ctem then describes a title being considered for purchase,
inciuding informaticn relating to the collection development
policy elements described above and other information that may
affect interpretation of the elements.

The stem may also present an environmental situation, such as
“your library has a very limited budget this year® or "you have
just been given a donation of x dollars to purchase materials.”

The examinee is then asked: "Based on the selection criteria
listed above, which one of the f ollowing purchase decisions will
ynu make?"

Each item will require weighing the different parts of the
collection policy in making title-specific decisions.

Response Attributes:

L.

Four or five responses will be listed, each consisting of one of
the foilowing purchase decisions:

a) Do not purchase

b) Purchase at a later time

¢) Purchase now

Each response will also include a reason for the decision, such
as:

a) easily available elsewhere

b) too expensive

c) low priority addition to the collection

d) it was a recommendation

e) it has never been requested on interlibrary loan

) it will be used frequently

8) our collection already has sufficient materials in this

area

Each response should force the examinee to discriminate amceng the
selection criteria.

A response may be incorrect because it represents an incorrect
purchase decision.
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5. A response may be incorrect because it includes an inappropriate
reason for the purchase decision.

6. Only the correct response will represent the correct decision and
the most appropriate reason for the decision.

Criteria for Credit

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

[tzm Sample:
Your collection policy states (in part):

- Materials that cost more than $100 are rarely acquired
without evidence of need.

- Materials that are readily available on interlibrary loan are
rarely acquired without evidence of need.

You are considering purchasing an audiovisual entitled Ihe Human Srain.
In evaluating the title you have noted the following information:

Date of Publication 1986

Format 16 mm film

Producer American Medical Association
Audieacs adult, health professionals
Production quality excellent '
Price $500

Available on loan from a library

Availability other
in a2 neighboring region

than by purchase

6 times per year, by 3 or more
departments

Potential use

one 16 mm film, 8 years old, fair
quality, used 35 times last year

Related items in
collection

Recommended by the chairman of the

User requests
Department of Neurology

I
|
I
I
I
!
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
i
I
!
I
I
I
I
I
I
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You have a very limited budget this year. Which one of the following
purchase decisions will you make?

1. Do not purchase; easily available elsewhere

2. Do not purchase; too expensive

3 Purchase later; your collection already has sufficient
materials in this area

4. Purchase now; it was recommended

Source:  Bradley, J. Hospital Librarv Management. Chicago: MLA, 1983,

p. 171,

0 ®




AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION
PUBLIC SERVICES

Obicctive S
Statement of Objective

Select appropriate mechanisms to measure collection strengths and
weaknesses.

General Description

Every examinee should be able to recognize evaluation aids and
mechanisms for measuring collection strengths and weaknesses as well as
be able to point out the advantages or disadvantages of various
techniques used in assessing hecalth sciences collections.

Content Limitations

Sources: Will be limited to the following:
1. Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A. tion
i i . 2nd =d. Chicago: MLA, 1984.

chapter 11

2. Bradley, J. Hospital Librarv Management. Chicago: MLA, 1983.

3. Handbook of Medical Librarv Practice. 4th ed. Chicago: MLA,
1982. vol. 2

4. Course Guide for CE 112: Collection Development

Kev Elements: Will include examination of collec'ions in terms of
quantity, quality, or use, plus the advantages and disadvantages of the
various techniques for collection evaluation.

Item Format 1
Stimulus Attributes:

1. The stem describes a problem or need that requires an evajuation
of all or part of the collection and identifies an evaluation
technique to be used, such as user surveys, circulation counts,
consrltant review, etc. The description is followed by a question
in the following format: "Which of the following is [an
advantage/a disadvantage] of using that evaluation technique in
this situation?"

Each item will require recognizing an advantage or disadvantage of
a specified evaluation techaique.




Response Attributes:

1.
2.

Four or five responses will be listed.

Each response will be plausible as an advantage or disadvantage of
an evaluation technique.

A response may be incorrect because it is [an advantage/a
disadvantage] of sorae other evaluation technique.

A response may be incorrect because it is an advantage of the
technique when a disadvantage is SOugus, Or vice versa.

A response may be incorrect because it accurately describes the
technique but is neither an advantage nor a disadvantage.

A response may be incorrect besause it is a false statement.

Only the corre t answer will be [an advantage’a disadvantage] of
the specifiea evaluation technique.

Criteria for Credit

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

Item Sample:

Yoo want to evaluate ycur study-level collection in nutrition and have
decided to compare your holdings to an authoritative nutrition
bibliography. Which of the following is a disadvantage of using that
evaluation technique in this situation?

l.  The technique is vased on the assumption that there is a
relationship betweer the s e of the collection and its
abilily to respond to user needs.

2. Comparing holdings to an external standard is not a method of
determining quality.

3. Extensive studies of this nature are most ef fectively pursued
with the use of sampling techniques.

4. Study-level collections are best judged by client-centered
techniques, such as usage studies.

Source: i i ice. 4th ed. Chicago: MLA,
1982. vol. 2, p. 73-77.




s)““.

Item Formsc¢ 2

‘ Stimulus attributes:

1. The stem describes a problem or need that requires an evaluation
of all or part of the collection, followed by a question in the
following format: "Which of the following techniques is the
[most/least] appropriate for evaluating a colleciion in this
situation?"

2. Each question will require selecting the [most/least] appropriate
evaluation technique.

Response attributes:

1. Four or five responses will be listed, each of which will be a
technique for evaluation, such as user surveys, circulation
counts, reshelve tallies, etc.

2. A response may be incorrect because it does not provide
information relevant to the stated need.

3. A rrsponse may be incorrect because it does not provide as
reliable a measure as the correct response.

4, Only the correct answer will give reliable information that is
relevant to the stated need.

‘ Criteria for Credit

Credit will be given for the correct answer oaly.

Item Sample:

The medical schocl that your library serves is adding a new nutrition
component to its curriculum. Nutrition has not been emphasized before
and so has been collected very selectively. You want to evaluate your
holdings in nutrition to estimate the amount of extra funds to request.
Which of the following techniques is the least appropriate for
evaluating a collection in this situation?

1. Assessment by a subject consultant

2. Comparing holdings to an authoritative bibliography

3. Counting the number of books and journals in the subject.
4. Analyzing circulation statistics.

Source: Handbook of Medical Librarv Practice. 4th ed. Chicago: MLA,
1982. vol. 2, p. 73-77.
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ARFA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION
, ‘ TECHNICAL SERVICES

Obiective |
Statement of Objective

Interpret the elements of a collection development policy in order to
selzct or weed materials in a health sciences library.

Every examinee should be able to compare and weigh the importance of
the various elements of a collection development policy for making
selection and de-selection decisions. The examinee is expected to

apply selection criteria for all types of health sciences library
materials, including such formats as monographs, serials, audiovisual
software, and computer software.

Content Limitations

Sources: Will be limited to the following:
1. Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A.

Introduction to Reference
i . 2nd ed. Chicago: MLA, 1984.

. chapter 11
‘ 2. Bradley, J. Hospijtal Librarv Management. Chicago: ML A, 1983.
chapters 3 & 10
3. Handbook of Medical Librarv Practice. 4th ed. Chicago: MLA,

1982. vol. 2, chapter 2
4. Course Guide for CE 112: Collection Develo~ment

Kev Elements: Will include elements commonly found in collection
development policies, such as definitions of terms, description of use.
nopulation, scope and coverage by subject, and guidelines regarding
format, type of material, price, user demand, date of publication,
language, multiple copies, replacements, retention and withdrawals.
More difficult areas of selection will be addressed, including gifts,
exchange, cooperative agreements with other libraries, etc.

General Deuacription

@
|




Item Format 1

Stimulus Attributes:

L

The stem reproduces 3 or more elements of a collection development

policy that influence selection decisions, such as a description

of a specific user group, scope and coverage of a subject,
exclusion of a format, limitation by publication date, a policy on
multiple copies, limitation by price, or a cooperative agreement
with other libraries.

The stem concludes with a question in the f ollowing format:
“Based on these criteria, which of the following titles would you
select [first/last] to [add to/weed from] your collectica?"

Each question will require weighing the relation of the different
parts of the collection policy in making title-specific decisions.

Response Attributes:

L.

Criteria for Credit

Four or five responses will be listed, each describing a real or
hypothetical title and including enough information to allow the
examinee to make a selection decision, such as author, title,
place, publisher, date, price, evidence of demand, etc.

None of the responses will meet all of the criteria for selection.

Every incorrect response will meet at least one of the criteria.

The correct response will meet more of the criteria than any other

response.

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.
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Item Sample:

Your collection policy includes, among others, the following
statements:

- Materials in Cardiology, Orthopedics, and Pediatrics will be
collected at the pesearch level.

- Monographs are usually purchased within 3 years of
puhlication date. Older monographs are seldom acquired.

- Clinical mouographs published in countries other than the
United States, Great Britain, and Canada are rarely acquired.

. Monographs that have been requested on interlibrary loan or
recommended by users, and are on clinical medical subjects,
are seriously considered for purchase.

Based on these criteria, which of the following titles would you selcct
first to add to your collection?

1. McCarver, Timothy. Interpreting heart sounds.
Geneva : World Health Organization, 1982.

2. Fuller, Michael, ed.
Sydney, NSW : Collins, 1985.

3. Leahy Donald. Surgical treatment of penetrating wounds.
Boston : Little Brown, 1981.

4. Weisman, Gregor. Differential diagnosis.
Copenhagen : Munksgaard, 1982. (Recommended by Cardiology

resident).

5. Carlson, David. Communicable diseases in childhond. New
York : Academic Press, 1983. (Requested on interlibrary
loan).

Source:  Bradley, J. Hospita] Librarv Management. Chicago: MLA, 1983.
p. 32-33.
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Item Format 2

Stimulus Attributes:

L.

The stem presents one or more elements of a collection development
policy that influence selection decisions, such as a description

of a specific user group, scope and coverage of a subject,

exclusion of a format, limitation by publication date, a policy on
multiple copies, limitation by price, or a cooperative agreement
with other libraries.

The stem then describes a title being considered for purchase,
including information relating to the collection development
policy elements described above and other information that anay
affect interpretation of the e'ements.

The stem may also present an environmental situation, such as
“your library has a very limited budget this year” or "you have
just been given 2 donation of x dollars to purchase materials.”

The examinee is then asked: "Based on the selection criteiia
listed above, which one of the f ollowing purchase decisions will
you make?"

Each item will require weighing the different parts of the
collection policy in making title-specific decisions.

Response Attributes:

1.

Four or five responses will be listed, each consisting of one of
ihe following purchase decisions:

a) Do not purchase

b) Purchase at a later time

¢) Purchase now

Each response will also include a reason for the decision, such
as:
a) easily available elsewhere
b) too expensive
c) low priority additica to the collection
d) it was a3 recommendation
e) it has never been requested on interlibrary loan
f) it will be used frequently
8) your collection already has sufficient materials in this
area

Each response should force the examinee to discriminate among the
selection criteria.

A response may be incorrect because it represents an incorrect
purchase decision.
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A response may be incorrect because it includes an inappropriate
reason for the purchase decision.

Only the correct response will represent the correct decision and
the most appropriate reason for the decision.

Criteria for Credit

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

[tem Sample:

Your collection policy states (in part):

- Materials that cost more than $100 are rarely acquired
without evidence of need.

- Materials that are readily available on interlibrary loan are
rarely acquired without evidence of need.

You are considering purchasing an audiovisual eatitled The Human Brain.
In evaluating tk. title you have noted the following information:

Date of Publication

O Format

Procducer

1986

16 mm film

American Medical Association

Audience adult, health professionals

Production quality excellent

Price $300
Availability other

Available on loan from a library
than by purchase

in a neighboring region
Potential use 6 times per year, by 3 or more
: departments

Related irams in

one 16 mm film, 8 years old, fair
collection

quality, used 5 times last year
User requests Recommended by the chairman of the

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
| Department of Neurology




You have a very limited budget this year. Which one of the following
purchase decisions will you make?

1. Do not purchase; easily available elsewhere
2. Do not purchase; too expensive

3. Purchase later; your collection already has sufficient
materials in this area

4. Purchase now; it was recommended

Source:  Bradl:y, J. Hospital Librarv Management. Chicago: MLA, 1983,

p. 171.




A . AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION
TECHNICAL SERVICES

Obicctive 2
Statement of Objective

Select appropriate mechanisms to measure collection strengths and
weaknesses.

General Description

Every examinee should be able to recognize evaluation aids and
mechanisms for measuring collection strengths and weaknesses as well as
be able to point out the advantages or disadvantages of various
techniques used in assessing health sciences collections,

Content Limitations

Sources: Will be limited to the following:
l.  Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A. i
i : i 2nd ed. Chicago: MLA, 1984.
chapter 11

2.  Bradley, J. Hospital Librarv Management Chicago: MLA, 1983.
. 3. Handbook of Medical Librarv Practice. 4th ed. Chicago: MLA,
1982, vol. 2
4. Course Guide for CE 112: Collection Development

Kev Elements: Will include examination of collections in terms of
quantity, quality, or use, plus the advantages and disadvantages of the
various techmiques for collection evaluation.

Item Format 1
Stimulus Attributes

1. The stem describes a problem or need that requires an evaluation
of all or part of the collection and identifies an evaluation
technique to be used, such as user surveys, circulation counts,
consultant review, etc. The description is followed by a question
in the following format: "Which of the following is [an
advantage/a disadvantage] of using that evaluation technique in
this situation?

2. Each item will require recognizing an advantage or disadvantage of
a specified evaluation techaique.

°
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Response Attributes:

l.  Four or five responses will be listed.

2. Each response will be plausible as an advantage or disadvantage of
an evaluation tecianique.

3. A response may be incorrect because it is fan advantage/a
disadvantage] of some other evaluation technique.

4. A response may be incorrect because it is an advantage of the
technique when a disadvantage is sought, or vice versa.

5. A response may be incorrect because it accurately describes the
technique but is neither an advantage nor a dis>dvantage.

6. A response may be incorrect because it is a false stacement.

7.  Only the correct answer will be [an advantage/a disadvantage] of
the specified evaluation technique.

Criteria for Credit

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

Item Sample:

You want to evaluate your study-level collection in nutrition and have .
decided to compare your holdings to an authoritative nutrition

bibliography. Which of the following is a disadvantage of using that

evaluation technique in this situation?

1.  The technique is based on the assumption that there is a
relationship between the size of the collection and its
ability to respond to user needs.

2. Comparing holdings to an extesnal standard is not a method of
determining quality.

3. Extensive studies of this nature are most effectively pursued
with the use of sampling techniques.

4. Study-level collections are best judged by client-centered
techniques, such as usage studies.

Source: 4 ice. 4th ed. Chicago: MLA,

1982. vol. 2, p. 73-77.

°
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Item Format 2

Stimulus attributes:

1. The stem describes a problem or need that requires an evaluation
of all or part of the collection, followed by a question in the
following format: "Which of the following techniques is the
[most/least] appropriate for evaluating a collection in this
situation?"

2. Each question will require selecting the [most/least] appropriate
evaluation technique.

Response attributes:

1. Four or five responses will be listed, each of which will be a
technique for evaluation, such as user surveys, circulation
counts, reshelve tallies, ete.

2. A response may be incorrect becauce it does not provide
information relevant to the stated need.

3. A response may be incorrect because it does not provide as
reliable a measure as the correct response.

4 Only the correct answer will give reliable information that is
relevant to the stated need.

Criteria for Credit

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

Item Sample:

The medical school that your library serves is adding a new nutrition
component to its curriculum. Nutrition has not been cmphasized before
and so has been cellected very selectively. You want to evaluate your
holdings in nutrition to estimate the amount of extra funds to request.
Which of the following techniques is the least appropriate for
evaluating a collection in this situstion?

1. Assessment by a subject consultant

2. Couaparing holdings to an authoritative bibliography

3. Counting the number of books and journals in the subject.
4. Analyzing circulation statistics.

Source: i i ice. 4th ed. Chicago: MLA,
1982. vol. 2, p. 73-77.




AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION
TECHNICAL SERVICES

Qbjective 3
Statement of Objective

Select appropriate online and print sources for bibliographic
verification of health sciences materials in all formats.

General Description

Every examinee is expected to be able to select the most appropriate
online or print source to verify the bibliographic elements of an item
to be ordered. Examinees should be able to select the most or least
appropriate source for verification of health sciences monographs,
serials, and materials in specialized formats, such as government
publications, technical reports, audiovisuals, rare books, and
translations.

Content Limitations

Sources: Will be limited to the following:
1.  Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A.

Introduction to Reference
. 2nd ed. Chicago: MLA, 1984,
chapter 6, 11, & 14
2. Bradley, J. Hospital Librarv Management. Chicago: MLA, 1983.

Chapter 4 & 10

i ibrary Practice. 4th ed. Chicago: MLA,
1982. vol. 2, chapter 3

!.o)

4. Course Guide for CE 112: Collection Development

Kev Elements: Will include standard as well as lesser used online and
print sources of bibliographic information for health sciences
materials in all formats.

Item Format
Stimulus Attributes:

1. The stem will describe a type of health sciences publication to be
purchased and a particular element to be verified, followed by one
of the following questions: "Which of the f ollowing is the best
source to verify this inf rmation?" or *Which of the following is
Dot an appropriate source for verifying this information?”

2. Each item will require identification of specific verification
sources.
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Response Attributes:

1. Four or five responses will be listed, each consisting of the full
title of an online and/or print verifica‘ion source.

2. A response may be incorrect because it does not contain the
information requested.

3. A response may be incorrect because it includes some of the
information requested, but not all of it

Criterion for Credit

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

Item Sample:

You would like to purchase a National Library of Medicine document but
you need to verify the price before ordering. Which of the following
is not an appropriate source for verifying this information?

1. National Library of Medicine News
<. GPO Sales Publications Reference File
3. Monthly Catalog of United States Government Publications
4. MEDOC
5. National Library of Medicine Current Catalog
Sources:

i i ctice. 4th ed. Chicago: MLA,
1982. vol. 2, p. 111-113
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AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION
. TECHNICAL SERVICES

Qbiective 4
Statement of Objective

Select appropriate cataloging tools and both online and print sources
of bibliographic information for descriptive cataloging or
classification information.

General Description

Every examinee is expected to know standard as well as lesser used
online and print sources for obtaining bibliographic information for
descriptive cataloging or classification information. Emphasis will be
placed on those sources needed to catalog all types of materials (e.g.,
monographs, serials, audiovisuals), particularly those in peripheral
subject areas (e.g., biology, anthropology, or psychology). Examinees
should be able to evaluate which source is best for the particular
types of materials being cataloged.

Content Limitations

Sources: Will be limited to the following:
' 1. Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A. i n
i i . 2nd ed. Chicago: MLA,
1984.

2.  Bradley, 1. Hospital Librarv Manasement. Chicago: MLA, 1983.

Chapter §
3 i ;tice. 4th ed. Chicago: MLA,
1982. vol. 2, chapters 5 & 6
4. Course guide for CE 524: MeSH and NLM Classif ication

Kev Elements: Will include standard as well as lesser used online and
print sources used for obtaining bibliographic information for
descriptive cataloging or classification information.

Item Format 1
Stimulus Attributes:

1. The stem presents a title to be classified in either the NLM or LC
classification.

2. The stem may also present other relevant information about the
title if appropriate for describing the cataloging situation. This
may include information such as when it was published, if any and
what kind oc cataloging copy information is already available and
may need to be updated.

e
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The examinee is asked: "Which of the following is the best (least
appropriate) source to determine the classification number that
NLM would assign to this work?

Response A.ctributes:

l. Foar or five alternative responses will be given, each consisting
of full titles of online or print source, of cataloging
information.

A response may inc! ie the information requested, but may not be
the most authoritative source for the inf ormation.

All responses will be plausible; no response will be obviously
irrelevant to the uninformed examinee.

4. Only one correct response will be possible.
Criterion ror Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

Item Sample:

You are cataloging the title, ition jet i 1l anij

medicine, which was just published this year. Which of the followiny is
the best source to determine the classification number .hat NLM would
assign to this work?

1. Cataloging in Publication

2. National Library of Medicine Classification
3. National Union Catalog

4. Library of Congress Classification

Source:  Course guide for CE 524: MeSH and NLM Classificatios, p. 30.

Format 2
Stimulus Attribuges:
1. The stem presents a title to be cataloged.

2. The stem may also present other relevant iniormation about the
title if appropriate for describing the cataloging situation. This
may include infermation such as when it was published, if any and
what kind of cataiaging copy information is 2lready available and
may need to be updated.




K

The examinee is asked: "Which of the following is the best (least
appropriate) scv.ce to ok*ain current descriptive cataloging
information according to the practices followed by the National
Library of Medicine?"

Respor e Attrib».es:

L.

3.

4.

Four or fiv~ alternative responses will be given, each consisting
of full titles of online or print sources of descriptive
cataloging information.

A response may include the information requested, but may not be
the most authoritative source for the informatica.

All responses will be plausible; no response will be obviously
irrelevant to the uninformed examinee.

Orly one correct response will be possible.

Criterion for Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

Item Sample:

You are cataloging the title: ion: v

Catholic perspective, Which of the following is the least appropriate
source to obtain current descriptive cataloging information according
to the practices followed by the National Library of Medicine?"

1. CATLINE
2. National Union Catalog
3. National Library of Medicine Current Catalog
4. Cataloging in Publication
Source:  Course Guide for MLA CE 524: MeSH and NLM Classification, p.

1-5.
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AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION
: . TECHNICAL SERVICES

Obicctive 5
Statement of Objective

Determine the appropriate NLM or LC classification number basclJ on
current cataloging practice for a wide variety of materials, such as,
monographs covering multi-faceted subjects, serials, or audiovisuals.

General Description

Every examinee is expected to have a thorough understanding of the NLM
Classification, including the use of form numbers and geographic
subdivisions, and NLM’s use of the LC Classification schedules, and be
able to classify materials on multi-faceted or complex subjects,

covering all formats (e.g., monographs, serials, audiovisuals).

Content3 Limitations

Sources: Will be limited to the following:

1 Bradley, J. Hospital Library Mapagement. Chicago: MLA, 1983.
Chapter 5
2. i i ice, 4th ed. Chicago: MLA,
. 1982. vol. 2, chapters 5 & 6

3.  Course guide to MLA CE 524: MeSH and NLM Classification

4. Nationa] Librarv of Medicine Classification, 4th eq., revised
1981.

3. LC Classification Schedules

Kev Elements: Will include assignment of NLM and LC classification
numbers to works in complex subjects, as well as works covering a
variety of material formats. Will include all areas of the
ciassification schedules.

Item Format

Stimulus Attributes;

1. The stem preser.ts a title page, and other preliminaries if needed,
or describes a cataloging situation.

2. The examinee is asked: "According to NLM cataloging policy, which

is the most approoriate classification number to assign to this
work?"
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Response Attributes:

1. Four or five alternative responses will be listed, each consisting
of an NLM or LC classification number.

2.  Responses mzy relate to the application of one or more principles
of catalog'ag practice.

3. All responses will be plausible; no response will be obviously
irrelevant to the uninformed examinee.

4. Responses will include the corresponding sections of the NLM or LC
classification schedules.

5. A response may be incorrect under any of the following conditions:
a) incorrect agplication of form numbers
b) incorrect application of geographic subdivisions
¢) incorrect interpretation of a scope note
d) incorrect interpretation of an entry in the index of the NLM
Classificat.on schedule

6. Only one correct answer *ill be possible,
Criterion for Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer oaly.

Item Sample:

You are cataloging a book entitled: icati i i

ia: i uonitoy.; . approach. According to NLM
cataloging policy, which is the Iiest appropriate classification number
to assign to this work?

(Refer to attached corresponding sections of the NLM Classification)

. WL 193
2. WS 1055 M3
3. WS 3502

4. WS 350.8 .56
5. WM 205

Source: Course guide for MLA CE 524: MeSH and NLM Classification,
p.36-37.
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170

m

172

173

1135

173.6

173.7

174

175

176

178

134

188

<93

PSYCHIATRY WM

Psychological tests. Projective technics, e.g, Rorschach test. TAT
Clessify works on inselligence tests usually administered to people considered normal

in BF 431.

Neuroses

Affective disturbances .
Gt WM 207 Manic depressive psychoses. Include works on depression here.

Anxiety
Y., eria and associated disorders
Conversion disorder
Dissociative disorders
Amnesia and other memorT disorders
Neurasthenia. Mental fatigue

Appetite disorders associated with neuroses. Anorexia nervosa
G2 WT 143 for appetite disorders in general: WS 115-130 for disorders of children

and infancs
Obsessive-compuisive neuroses. Compulsive behavior

Phobias, Hypochoandriasis. Sick role
Clexsify works on sick role associated with a particular disease with the disease

War neuroses

Slrep disorders and associated condidons
C.exsify here material on all disurders of sleep regardless of severity. Include popular

works. Cf WL 108 Physiology of sleep.

Personality d’sorders (Geaeral or nat indexed c¢isewhere)
&3 Inadeguate personalit’. Passive-dependeat personality

Defease mechanisms
CL WM 173.5 Conversion reaction: WS 350.8.D3 Defense mechanism in children.

Cassify aorks on purely psychological aspeess of warious defense mechanisms
in appropriate BF numbers.
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WM PSYCHIATRY wM

193.5 Special topics, A-Z

Acting oat

Denial (Psychology)
Displacement Psychology)
Percaptusl defease
Projection
Ratosalization
Regression

Repression
Sublimation. Fantasy

eRpRrYaRby

197 Psychomotor disorders (General or not indexed elsewhere)
Classify specific disorders by subject, eg. Apraxic WL 34Q

200 Psychoses
202 Funczional
203 Schizophrenia and schizophrenic syndromes
2035 Autism .
204 Cognition and perceptual disorders associated with psychoses
208 Paranoia and paranoid syndromes
207 Manic-depressive psychoses and affective syndromes
Claszify works on reactive depression and on non-psychotic affectize disturbances
in WM 171

[210]  [This number not used]

Clessifyy works on ancisocial personality in WM 190,
220 Orzanic (General or not ings.cxd elsewhere)

“&'kcm associated with infections, convulsive disorders, aeurologic

rde.3

270 Drug depeadence. Drug sbuse

- 274 Aleobol

276 Cannabis . .

230 Cocaine




108

-108.5

I
164

107

1075

PEDIATRICS ws

Normal meatal growth and development. Child psycho!. gy
Classifyy works on psyehophysiological aspects in WL, eg. ou physiology of sleep in
WL [08: on laterality in WL 335; or with the systerm involved; on vision and visual
perception in WW 103-105; on motor skills in WE [103-104,

Special topics, A-Z

B EE 4 bhbEb

Rlhihix

Artitudes and adjustments (to death, illness, divorce, etc.)

Child rearing (Psychological aspects)

C&mjzspln;;cl works including physiological problems with child care
in

Cognition. Fantasy. Imaginntion

Communication. Verbal beb svior

Decision making. Logic. Thinking. Concept formation.
Perception (Psychological)

Classify works on nreurophysiological perception and speeific types of
perception in WL 705 or with the organ involved,

Deprivation (economic, parental, etc.) and security

Emodons, Frustrations, ete.

Evaluaton of psychological development (General)

External influences (literature, motion pictures, television, war,
ete)

Family relations. Birth order. Ouly child. Twins. Parzat-child
relations. Father-child relations. Mother-child relations.
Sibling relations, etc.

child (Psychological problems)

Hospitalized child

C~t WA 310-320 Maternal and child welfare.

Interpersonal relations (doctor, peer, stranger, etc.)’
C~. WS 105.5.56 Race relations Classifyy works on dentist’s relation
20 the child in WU 48Q: on nurse’s relation to the child in WY 159,

Mental health
Classify works on schocl mental heaith in WA 352

Morals

Modvation

Personality development

Play

Self

Sex bebavior

Social bebavior. Social problems. Race relations
C~: WS 105.515 Incerpersonal relstions.

The retarded child. Down’s syndrome

Classifyy other material on child psychiatry in WS 350: on education of the mentally
reward.d in LC 4601-4640: on adult mental rerardasion in WM 300

Special topics whea related to the retarded child, A-Z

B4
.Q
C5
. D3
- F6

Biochemistry. Genetics

Case studies. Biographical accounts
Communication

Development. Prognosis -

* Foster Bomes




-~ . ws ‘ PEDIATRICS

BY SYSTEM

In the numbers for each system, include general works on the diseases of the organs
of the system or on specia! groupe of dissases of the system. Classify works on surgery
of @ single organ here in WS, ¢g. Gostrectomy of the child in WS 310 Clessify
works on surgery of & syetem with the system, ag, Neurosurgery of the child in WL
368 Classify works on particular dteases with the disease except for the three disease
aumbers in WS 312-342 .

260 Skin

270 Musculogkeletal system

20 Respiratory system

290 Cardiovascular system

310 Gastrointestinal system .
k) ¥4 Diarrheal disorders ’
320 Urogenital system

322 Enuresis

330 Endocrine system
340 Nervous system
342 Cere' cal palsy

350 Child psychiatry, Cuild guidance (General) Psychoses
CL WS 107 The revarded child, Classlfy works on specific disorders in WM.

3502 C’az{b’llm ks on all therapy for mental disorders of children. Classify
wv":pr;:ukrmaw&hmd&dm !

A ]

350.5 Psychoanalysis ) ‘
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PEDIATICS

Bebavior disorders. Development disorders. Neuroses (General)
Classify works on particular seurotic disorders in WM 171-197.

Special topics In child psychistry, A-Z

Lying ’

Personslity disorders

Runaway

Social behavior disorders
Claszify works on aggression in WS 350.8A4.

bihbibiys

Pediatric gynecology (General)
Pediatric therapeutics (General

Medical rebabilitation of physically handicapped children

BY AGE GROUP
Birth injuries
Premscure infants

Newborn infants. Neonatclogy
Classify specific diseases with the disease, excepe those of the newborn only.

Adolescencs (Gegeral)

Adolescent psychology
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MODELS FOR \REA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION
TECHNICAL SERVICES

Objcctive 6
Statement of Objective

Identify and describe NLM's application of descriptive cataloging
codes.

Gencrag Description

Every examinee is expe:ted to understand NLM's application of the
various descriptive cataioging rules. Examinees should be familiar with
how NLM's application of various cataloging codes has differed from
LC’s application, how this application has affected entries in

catalogs, what one can expect to find in various print sources of
bibliographic copy depcnding on which rules were in force at the time,
how rule applications h~ve affected catalogs over the years, and what
might be involved in adopting AACR2 in a health sciences library.

Content Limitations

Sources: Will be limited to the following:

. Bradley, J. Hospital Library Management. Chicago: MLA,
1983. Chapter §

3. Handbook of Medical Librarv Practice. 4th ed. Chicago: MLA,
1982. vol. 2, chapter §

3. Course guide to MLA CE 520: Descriptive Cataloging in Health
Sciences Libraries.

Kev Elements: Will include choice of main entries and formulation of
headings according to the NLM's application of the following cataloging

codes: ALA_Cartaloging Rules for Author and Title Entries (1949), AACRI
and AACR2.

Item Format 1
Stimulus Attributes:

| The stem presents a title page, and other nreliminaries if needed,
and describrs a cataloging situation.

2 The examinee is asked: "According to NLM's application of [name
appropriate cataloging code] the correct form of main entry for
this work is:"




l.  Four cr five alternative responses will be listed, each consisting

Response Attributes: ;
o
of a possible main entry. |

2. Responses may relate to the application of one or more cataloging
principles and may be derived from different cataloging codes.

3. All responses will be plausible; no response will be obviously
irrelevant to the uninformed examinee.

4. Only one correct answer will be possible.
Criterion for Credit;

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

Item Sample:

You are cataloging the work, Management operations of the National

v i According to
NLM’s application of AACR2 the correct form of main entry for this work
is”

(Refer to attached title page and other preliminaries for complete

information) .
DeVita, Vincent T., Jr.

DeVita, Vincent T., 1935-

National Cancer Institute (U.S.)

United States. National Cancer Institute.

Management operations of the National Cancer Institute that
influence the governance of science

.

-

Source:  Course guide for MLA CE 520: Descriptive Cataloging in Health
Sciences Libraries, p.5-6.
Item Format 2
Stimulus Attributes:

1. The stem presents a title page, and other preliminaries if needed,
or describes a cataloging situation.

2. The examinee is asked: "According to NLM’s application of [name
appropriate cataloging code] the correct form of entry for this
access point is:"

160 '
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Response Attributes:

1.  Four or five alternativs responses will be listed, each consisting
of a variation of the ne access point.

2.  Respcnses may relate to the application of one or more cataloging
principles and may be derived from different cataloging codes.

3. All responses will be plausible; no response will be obviously
irrelevan: to the uninformed examinee.

4. Only one correct answer will be possible.
Criterion for Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

Item Sample:

You are cataloging the work, Management operations of the National

jtute v i . You want to
provide an access point for the government body that has published the
work. According to NLM's application of AACRI the correct form of entry
for this access point is:*

(Refer to attached ritle page and other preliminaries for complete
information)

Naiional Cancer Institute (U.S.)

United States. Dept. of Health and Human Services. Public
Health Service. National Institutes of Health. National
Cancer Institute.

3. United States. Public Health Service. National Institutes of
Health. National Cancer Institute.

United States. National Cancer Institute.

National Cancer Institute.

[ XS

bl

Source:  Course guide for MLA CE 520: Descriptive Cataloging in Health
Sciences Libraries, p.5-6.
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NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE MONOGRAPH 64 ®

- May 1984

Management Operations of the National Cancer Institute

That Influence the Governance of Science

NIH Publication No. 8.4.2451
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

PUBUC HEALTH SERVICE

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH
NATICNAL CANCER INSTITUTE, BETHESDA, MARYLAND 20205
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Management Operations of the National Cancer Institute

That Influence the Governance of Science

Cffice of the Director editors*
National Cancer Institute . Vincent T. DeVits, Jr., M.D,
Bethesda, Maryland Lovis M. Carrese
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NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE MONOGRAPHS

Vincent T. DeVitq, Jr., Director, Natianai Cancer Institute
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MODELS FOR AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION
TECHNICAL SERVICES

Obicctive 7
Statement of Objective

Choose appropriate subject headinis and subheadings based on an
understanding of MeSH vocabwiary and the principles of application of
NLM’s cataloging practices and policies.

General Description

Every examinee is expected to be able to interpret entries in the MeSH

ic List and determine which main headings and
subhead.ngs siould be assigned for materials covering complex or multi-
faceted subjects. Examinees should be able to interpret MeSH cataloging
and indexing annotations, and be familiar with NLM's cataloging
practices and policies in the use of MeSH.

Contents Limitations
Sources: Will be limited to thq fol}owing:
; Course guide for CE 524: MeSH and NLM Classification
Kev Elements: Will include the assignment of main headings and all
types of subheadings (i.e., topical, geographic, form, la quage).
Item Format

Stimuius Attributes:

1. The stem presents two or more descriptors, including all

annotatioas and references, from the MeSH Annotated Alphabetic

wlst.

2. The ex-.ninee is asked: "According to NLM's catalogiag practices
and policies, the correct (incorrect) main heading / subheading
combination is?"

Response Attributes:;

1. Four or five alternative respor:ses wil! be listed, each consisting
of a major or minor descriptor. with or without subheadings.

2. All responses will be superficially plausible; none will be
obviously irrelevant to the marginally informed examinee.
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A responses may be incurrect when any of the following conditions

exist:

a) an inappropriate subheading is used with a main heading.

b) a minor descriptor is used

¢) a subheading is used with a minor descrip' :r

d) an allowable subheading is used with a major descriptor, but
NLM cataloging practice does not permit its use.

¢) an incorrect combination of subheadings are used with a main
heading (e.g., 2 topical subheadings combined with the same
main heading)

Only one correct answer will be possible.

Criterion for Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

Item Sample:

The following entries appear in the MeSH Arnotated Alphabetic List.

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
N3.219.463
oaly /econ /legs /methods /stand /trends
"

oo reimed
XU CAPITAL

FINANCING
XU COMPETITIVE BIDDING
XU CONTRACT SERVICES

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT, HOSPITAL

N2.273.354.180 N3219.463.200
N4.452.442.190

only /econ /legn /methods /sund /trends
82)

soe wnder FINANCIAL MANAGFMENT
X HOSPITAL FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

According to NLM's cataloging practices and policies, the correct main
hzading / subheading combination is?"

Financial Management--economics--trends
Financial Management--economics--trends--U.S.
Financial Management, Hospital--economics
Financial Maaagement, Hospital--U.S.
Financial Managemeat--economics-—-U.S.

Nh WL~

Source:  Course Guide for CE 524: MeSH and NLM Classification, p. 12-

19.
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MODELS FOR AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION
TECHNICAL SERVICES

Objective 8
Statement of Objective

Determine the most ecoromic and prompt method for ordering health
sciences library material.

General Description

Every examinee is expected to know the methods of acquiring health
science libiary material, such as using a book jobber or subscription
agent, and be able to select the most appropriate method of acquiring a
particular type of mater.al, recognizing the health sciences library’s
relatively narrow subject scope, its emphasis on serials, znd ite

special need to provide speedy access to materials.

Content Limitations
Sources: Will be limited to the following:
1. Bradley, J. Hospital Librarv Mapasement. Chicego: MLA,
1983. Chapter 4
3. Handbook of Medical Librarv Practice. 4th ed. Chicago: MLA,
1982. vol. 2, chapters 3 & 8
3. Course guide to MLA CE 1120: Collection Development

Kev Element.: Will include direct crdsr, agent or jobber, approval
plan, standing order, and deposit account in acquiring books, journals,
government publications, continuations, and non-book materials for
health sciences libraries.

Item Format
Stimulus Attributes:
1. The stem will identify a type of health sciences library material
to be acquired and a type 0. pplier, such as publisher, book
jobber, or subscription agent, followed by the ~uestion: "For

which of the following titles is this supplier the [most/least]
appropriate?”
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Respounse Attributes:

1. Four or five responses will be listed, each consisting of relevant
information about a specific health sciences item, such as title,
publisher, date, aad price.

2. A response may be incorrect because the maverial cannot be
acquired from that supplier.

3. A response may be incorrect because the material would be acquired
more slowly from that supplier.

4. A response may be incorrect because the material would be acquired
at greater cost from that supplier.

Criterion for Credit

Credit will be given for the correct answer only

Item Szmple:

You are placing orders for new serials and are deciding which titles to
order from a subscription ageat. For which of the following titles is
this suppiier most appropriate?

1. Brain research. Elsevier/North Holland. $8500/year

2. Perfusion technology. American Association of Perfusion
Technologists. $35/year.

3. NIH bulletin. National Institutes of Health. Free.
4. Heart & lyng. C. V. Mosby. $122/year.

Source:  Handbook of Medical Librarv Practice. 4th ed. Chicago: MLA,
1982. vol. 2, p. 314




AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION
HOSPITAL LIBRARY

Obiective |
Statement of Objective

Select specific reference works or online sources in the health
sciences for specific information needs or problems.

General Desc: ption

The examinee must exhibit a depth of knowledge of specific print and
online sources, including their scope, coverage, content, arrangement,
and access points. This will also include a knowledge of the less
frequently used prini and online sources.

Content Limitations

Sources: The exa.iinee wiil be responsible for knowing the content of
sources listed in:

1. Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A. Introduction to Reference
i i 2nd ed. Chicago: MLA, 1984.

Sources in the Health Sciences.
2. Bradley, J. Hospital Librarv Management. Chicago: MLA, 1983.

Chapter 8
3. i ice. 4th ed. Chicago: MLA,
1982. vol. 1, chapters 5 & 6
Kev Elements:
1. Specific information necd or problem
2. Specific nrint or online resources

3. Scope, coverage, content, arrangement, access points of
specific print and online resources

Item Format
Stimulus Attributes:

1. The stem presents the information problem or need, followed by the
question: "Which of the following sources is [most/least] likely
to answer this question?" or "Which of the following is

[most/least] [efficient/quick]?"
2. Each item will require selection of a specific print or online
resource which is the most/least app. upriate to answer the

question based on knowledge of scope, coverage, content,
arrangement, and access points.

169

156




Response Attributes:
1. Four or five alternat.ve responses will be given.

2. Each response will consist of the complete title of a work or the
author’s last name and the complete title of the work, depending
on how it is best known. All of the alternative will be titles
from sources licted under content limitations.

3. Only one correct answer will be possible. The other alternatives
may meet part of the stimulus but not all of it.

4. An incorrect response may have a title which suggests that it is
the correct answer without in fact being the correct answer,

5. An incorrect response may include related information but not meet
the cordition "most/least” required in the stem.

Criterion for Credit:
Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

Item Sample 1:
A physician is seeking information on family planning practices in

India and China. Which of the following sources is most likely to
answer this question?

1. EMBASE

2. DIRLINE

3. BIOSIS Previews
4. POPLINE

Source: Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A.

Introduction to Reference

. 2nd ed. Chicago: MLA 1984,
p. 75.
NLM Oaline Services Reference Manual 24.1, 2.4.2

Item Sample 2:

A physician has come to you asking for information on the interactions
of two drugs. Which of the following is least likely to ans-ver this
question?

Evaluations of Drug Interactions

Hansten’s Drug Interactions

Martindale: The Extra Pharmacopoeia

The Merck Index: An Encyclopedia of Chemicals, Drugs and
Biologicals

N -

Source: Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A. i
: i . 2nd ed. Chicago: MLA. 1984,
p. 130.
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AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION
HOSPITAL LIBRARY

Obiective 2
Statement of Objective

Determine the appropriate subject headings and subheadings based on an
understanding of MeSH vocabulary and the principles of application for
information retrieval.

General Description

Every examinee is expected to be able to interpret entries in the MeSH

ic List and determine which main headings and
subheadings should be used when searching Index Medicy,, MEDLINE, or
the card catalog. Examinees should be able to interpret MeSH scope
notes, cross references, dates and cataloging and indexing annotations,
and be familiar with NLM's cataloging practices and policies in the use
of MeSH.

Contents Limitations

Sources: Will be limited to the following:
1.

Front matter of the MeSH Annotated Alphabetic List and Index
Medicys

2.  Course guide for CE 524: MeSH and NLM Classification

3. Feinglos, S. MEDLINE: a basic guide to searching. 1985.

4. Roper, F., Boorkman, J.A., Introduction to Reference Sources
in_the Health Sciences, 1984.

Kev Elements Will include the assignment of main headings and all
types of subheadings (ie., topical, geographic, form, language)

according to NLM's cataloging practices for creation of entries in a

card catalog; the choice of headings and subheadings used to search
MEDLINE or the printed [ndex Medicus: the interpretation of MeSH notes
and other annotations.

Item Format 1

Stimulus Attributer;

1. The stem presents a searching situation for the printed [ndex
Medicys or for MEDLINE, followed by the statement: *The MeSH

Annotated Alphabetic List contains the following entry

(entries):".




2. The complete entry from MeSH including scope notes, cross
references, dates and other annotations are presenied. .

3. The examinee is asked: "Based on this entry (these entries), which
of the following statements is true {false) for searching [name
appropriate source, i.c., printed Index Mcdicys, MEDLIMNE]?"

Response Attributes:

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given each relating to
the MeSH entries given in the stem.

2. All responses will be superficially plausible; none will be
obviously irrelevant to the marginally informed examinee.

3. A response may be incorrect due to: inappropriate interpretation
of content notes, searching notes, date, or cross reference
structure.

4. Only one correct answer will be possible.

Criterion for Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.
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Item Sample I:

You are searching the printed Index Medicus for references on the topic
of temporomandibular joint syndrome from 1966 to the present. The MeSH

Annotated Alhabetic List contains the following entries:

1 MPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT DISEASES
C3.390.905 =

set wia beiow: DF: TMU DIS
2
TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT SYNDROME
€3.500.6407.78L C3.520.905.905
CS.451.651.903

73: wes COSTENS SYNDROME [966-°
ws TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT SYNDROME to sanrch COSTEN'S
SYNDROME besk theu 1966
X COSTENS SYNDROME
MYOFASCIAL PAIN DYSPUNCTION SYNDROME,
x IMANDIBULAR JOINT

XR FACIAL PALIN

Based on these entries, which of the following statements is true for

. searching the printed [ndex Medicus?

1. COSTEN’S SYNDROME is a "see” reference to TEMPOROMANDIBULAR
JOINT DISEASES

2. TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT SYNDROME is searchable back through

1966

The data form abbreviation TMJ DIS is searchable

The data form abbreviation TMJ SYNDROME is searchable

COSTEN’S SYNDROME should be used from 1966 to 1972

Source: Preliminary pages of the MeSH Annotated Alphabetic List.

waw
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Item Sample 2:

You are searching in MEDLINE for references on the topic of
temporomandibular joint syndrome from 1966 to the present. The MeSH

Annotated Alphabetic List contains the following entries:

TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT DISEASES

€3.550.905 -
2008 term beiow: DF: TMJ DIS
2
TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT SYNDROME
C3.900.407.78¢ C3.220.909.908
C3.651.451.903

200 wrm shove DF: TMS SYNDROME

73: wes COSTEN'S SYNDROME 1966-72

we TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT SYNDROME 1 search COSTEN'S
SYNDROME back thru 1966

X COSTENS SYNDROME

X MYOPASCIAL PAIN DYSFUNCTION SYNDROME.
TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT

XR FACIAL PAIN

Based on these entries, which of the following statements is false for
searching MEDLINE? .

1.  COSTEN'S SYNDROME is a "see" reference to TEMPOROMANDIBULAR
JOINT SYNDROME

2. TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT SYNDROME is searchable back through

1966

The data form abbreviation TMJ DIS is searchable

The data form abbreviation TMJ SYNDROME is searchable

COSTEN’S SYNDROME should be used from 1966 to 1972

Source:  Preliminary pages of the McSH Annotated Alphabetic List.

bl ol
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Item Format 2
Stimulus Attributes:

1. The stem presents a searching situatiot. for the card c.talog

followed by the statement: "The MeSH Annotated AJ,habetic List

contains the following entry (entries):".

2. The complete entry from MeSH including sCupe notes, cross
references, dates, and other annotations are presented.

3. The examinee is asked: "Based on this entry (these entries), which
of the following entries would you expect to find (not find) in
the card catalog?”

Response Attributes:

L. Four or five alternative responses will be given each relating to
the MeSH entries given in the stem.

2. All responses will be superficially plausible; none will be
obviously irrelevant to the marginally informed examinee.

3. A responsc may be incorrect when any of the following conditions

exist:
‘ a) an inapproprizte subheading is used with a main heading

b) a minor descriptor is used, with or without a subheading, for
an entry in the card catalog

¢)  an incorrect combination of subheadings are used with a main
heading for a card catalog entry

d) a content note, indexing or cataloging note, dates, or cross
references are interpreted incorrectly

4. Only one correct answer will be possible.
Criterion for Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.




Item Sample:

You are searching in your card catalog for books on the subject of
statistical information of health occupations. The MeSH Annotated

Alphabetic List contains the following eatries:

HEALTH MANPOWER
*N2.3%30+
GEN : profer /maupower with specific headin hen GEN & IM. do
a0t -:.::c (= HEALTH OCCUPATIONS /d'::c;'/m /organ
CATALOG: /gecg /form
]
X HEALTH OCCUPATIONS MANPOWER
X HEALTH PERSONNEL
HEALTH OCCUPATIONS

G2+

only /econ /educ /bist /stand /trends: /men = HEALTH MANPOWER:

for hesith mdes try HEALTH MANPOWER or ALLIED HEALTY

”PEKSONNEL or PHYSICIANS' ASSISTANTS CATALOG: /geog
form

6% was HEALTH PROFESSIONS 196367
e HEALTH OCCUPATIONS 10 ssarch HEALTH PROFESSIONS beck

theu 1966

X ALLIED HEALTH OCCUPATIONS
X HEALTH PROFESSIONS

XR OCCUPATIONS

Rased on these entries, which of the following entries would you pnot
expect to find in the card catalog?

Health Manpower -- statistics

Health Manpower -- U.S. -- statistics

Health Occupations -- trends -- statistics
Health Occupations -- US. -- statistics
Health Occupations -- manpower -- statistics

1.
2.
3.
4.
s.

Source: Course guide for CE 524: MeSH and NLM Classificatioh. p. 12-
19.
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Item Format 3

Stimulus Attributes:

1.

The stem presents a searching situation for the printed Index
Medicus or for MEDLINE, followed by the statement: "The MeSH
Annotated Alphabetic Lir- contains the foilowing entry

(entries):".

The complete entry from MeSH including scope notes, cross
references, dates and other annotations are presented.

The examinee is asked: "Based on this entry (these entries), which
of the following entries would you expect to find (not find) in
[nanie appropriate source, i.e., MEDLINE, printed Index Medicus)?

Response Attributes:

1.

4.

Four or five alternative responses will be given each relating to
the MeSH entries given in the stem.

All responses will be superficially plausible; none will be
obviously irrelevant to the marginally informed examinee,

A response may be incorrect due to: inappropriate interpretation
of content notes, searching notes, date, cross reference
structure, or main heading/subheading combination.

Only one correct answer will be possible.

Criterion for Credit:

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.
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Item Sample:

You are searching in the printed Index Medicus for references on the
iopic of statistical information of health occupations. The MeSH

Annotated Alphabetic List contains the following entries:

HEALTH MANPOWER
N33O+
GEN ouniy: prefer /manpower with whe EN & IM. do

headings:
a0t we /educ (= HEALTH OCCUPATIONS /esuc) 7% spomer
CATALOG: 7gmog /form TIONS /educ) / foraa

]
X HEALTH OCCUPATIONS MANPOWER
X HEALTH PERSONNEL

I'I%ALTH OCCUPATIONS
2+

6 was HEALTH PROM_SSIONS |963-¢7

e HEALTH OCCUPATIONS 10 ssarch HEALTH PROPESSIONS back
X ALLIED HEALTH OCCUPATION

X HEALTH PROFESsiONS ' 1ONS

XR OCCUPATIONS

Based on these entries, which of the f ollowing entries would you expect

to find in the printed [ndex Medicus?

HEALTH MANPOWER / statistics

HEALTH OCCUPATIONS / statistics

HEALTH OCCUPATIONS / manpower

HEALTH OCCUPATIONS / supply & distribution
HEALTH MANPOWER / supply & distribution

Source: Preliminary pages of the MeSH Annotated Alphabetic List.
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AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION
HOSPITAL LIBRARY

Obicctive 3
Statement of Objective

Interpret the elements of a collection development } .Cy in order to
select or vreed materials in a health sciences library.

General Description

Every examinee should be able to compare and weigh the importance of
the various elements of a collection development policy for mak.ng
selection and de-selection decisions. The examinee is expected to

apply selection criteria for all types of health sciences library

materials, including such formats as monographs, serials, audiovisual
software, and computer software.

Content Limitations

Sources: Will be limited to the following:
l. Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A.

Introdyction to Reference
th_Sciences. 2nd ed. Chicago: MLA, 1984.
chapter 11

2.  Bradley, J. Hosoital Librarv Management. Chicago: MLA, 1983.
chapters 3 & 10

3. Handbook of Medical J:orarv Practice. 4th ed. Ch.cago: MLA,
1982. vol. 2, chapter 2
4. Course Guide for CE 112: Collection Development

Kev Elements: Will include elcments commonly found in collection
development policies, such as definitions of terms, description of user
population, scope and coverage by subject, and guidelines regarding
format, type of material, price, user demand, date of publication,
language, multiple copies, replacements, retention and withdrawals.
More difficult areas of selection will be addressed, including gif'ts,
exchange, cooperative agreements with other libraries, etc.
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Item Format 1

Stimulus Attributes: '

L.

The stem reproduces 3 or more elements of a collection development
policy that influence selection decisions, such as a description

of a specific user group, scope and coverage of a subject,

exclusion of a format, limitation bv publication date, a poli :y on
multiple copies, limitatior by price, or a cooperative agreement
with other libraries.

The stem concludes with a question in the following format:
"Based on these criteria, which of the foilowing titles would you
select [first/last] to [add to/weed frem] your ccllection?”

Each question will require weighing the relation of the different
parts of the collection policy in making title-specific decisions.

Response Attributes:

L.

Four or five responses will be listed, each describing a real or
hypothetical title and including enough information to allow the
examinee to make a selection decision, such as author, title,
place, publisher, date, price, sviderce of demand, etc.

None of the responses will meet all of the criteria for selection.
Every incorrect response will meet at least one of the criteria. .

The correct response will ineet more of the criteria than any other
response.

Criicria for Credit

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.




Item Sample:

Your collection policy includes, among others, the following
statzments:

- Materials in Cardiology, Orthopedics, and Pediatrics will be
collected at the research level.

- Monographs are usually purchased within 3 years of
publication date. Older monographs are seldom acquired.

- Clinical monographs published in countries other than the
United States, Great Britain, and Canada are rarely acquired.

- Monographs that have been requested on interlibrary loan or
recommended by users, and are on clinical medical subjects,
are seriously considered for purchase.

Based on these criteria, which of the following titles would you select
first to add to your collection?

l.  MecCarver, Timothy. [nte, reting heart sous
Geneva : World Health Organizaticn, 1982.

<.  Fuller, Michael, ed. nic i
Sydney, NSW : Collins, 1985.

3. Leahy, Donald. ical tmen i w
Boston : Little Brown, 1981.

4.  Weisman, Gregor. i ial

Copenhagen : Munksgaard, 198.. (Reco;nmcnded by Cardiology
cesident).

5. Carlson, David. i i i i . New

York : Academic Press, 1983. (Requested on interlibrary
loan).

Source:  Bradley, J. Hospital Librarv Management. Chicago: MLA, 1983.

p. 32-33.
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Item Format 2
Stimulus Attributes: ‘

1.

The stem presents one or more eiemeats of a collection development
policy that influence selection decisions, such as a description

of a specific user group, scope and coverage of a subject,

exclusion of a format, limitation by publication date, a policy on
multiple copies, limitation by price, or a cooperative agreement
with other libraries.

The stem then describes a title being considered for purchase,
including information relating to the collection development
policy elements described above and other inf ormation that may
affect interpretation of the elements.

The stem may also present an environmental situation, such as
“"your library has a very limited budget this year® or "you have
just been given a donation of x dollars to purchase materials.”

The examinee is then asked: "Based on the selection criteria
listed above, which one of the f ollowing parchase decisions will
you make?"

Each item will require weighing the different parts of the
collection policy in making title-specific decisions.

Response Attributes: .

L.

Four or five responses will be listed, each consisting of one of
the following purchase decisions:

a) Do not purchase

b) Purchase at a later tim~

¢) Purchase now

Each response will also include a reason for the decision, such
as:
a) easily available elsewhere
b) too expensive
c) low priority addition to the collection
d) it was a recommendation
e) it has never beer requested on interlibrary loan
f) it will be used frequently
8)  your collection already has sufficient materials in this
area

Each response should force the examinee to discriminate among the
selection criteria.

A response may b - ‘ncorrect because it represents an incorrect

®

purchase decision.




S. A respoanse may be incorrect because it includes an inappropriate
. reason for the purchase decision.

6. Only the correct response will represent the correct decision and
the most appropriate reason for the decision.

Criteria for Credit

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

Item Sample:
Your collection policy states (in part):

- Materials that cost more than $100 are rarely acquired
without evidence of need.

- Materials that are readily available on interlibrary loan are
rarely acquired without evidence of aced.

You are considering purchasing an audiovisual entitled Ihe Humag Brain.
In evaluating the title you have noted the following information:

BRENEBEEEESSSENEE: TSR NR 3 28 MRS IS =
Date of Publication 1986
' Format 16 mm film

Producsr Amesrican Medical Association
Audience adult, heaitis professionals
Production quality excellent

Available on loan from a library in
a neighboring region

A.vailability other
than by purchase

6 times per year, by 5 or more
departments

Potential use

one 16 mm (ilm, 8 years old, fair
quality, used 5 times last year

Related items in
collection

Recommended by the chairman of the

Department of Neurology

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
Price | $300

|
|
|
|
]
|
]
|
|
|
User requests |
|
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You have a very limited budeet this year. Which one of the following
purchase decisions will you n.ake? : ‘
Do not purchase; easily available elsewhere

Do not purchase; too expensive

Purchase later; your collection already has sufficient

materials in this area

Purchase now; it was recommended

A wN-

Source:  Bradley, J. Hospital Librarv Management. Chicago: MLA, 1983,

p. 171




AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION
HOSPITAL LIBRARY

Obijective 4

Statement of Objective

Select appronriate online and print sources for bibliographic
verification of health sciences materials in all formats.

General Description

Every examinee is expected to be able to select the most appropriate
online or print source to verify the bibliographic el-ments of an item
to . ordered. Examinees should be able to select the most or least
appropriate source for verification of health sciences monographs,
serials, and materials in specialized formats, such as government
publications, technical reports, and audiovisuals.

Content Limitations

Sources: Will be limited to the following:

i Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A. Introduction to Reference
Sources in the Health Sciences.

on
iences. 2nd ed. Chicago: MLA, 1984,
chapter. 6, 11, & 14

2. Bradley, J. Hospital Librarv ! .gagement Chicago: MLA, 1983.
Chapte- 4 & 10

3. Handbook of Medical Librarv Practice, 4th ed. Chicago: MLA,
1982. vol. 2, chapter 3

4. Course Guide for CE 112; Collection Development
Kev Elements: Will include standard as well as lesser used online and

print sources of bibliographic information fur health sciences
materials in all formats.

Icxn Format

Stimulus Attributes:

1. The stem will describe a type of health sciences publication to be
purchased and a particular element to be verified, followed by one
of the foliowing questions: "Which of the f ollowing is the best
source to verify this information?" or "Which of the following is
oot an appropriate source for verifying this information?"

2. Each item will require identification of specific verification
sources.
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Response Attributes:

l. Four or five responses will be listed, each consisting of the full .
title of an online and/or print verification source.

2. A response may be incorrect because it does not contain fae
information requested.

3. A response may be incorrect because it includes some of the
information requested, but not all of it

Criterion fo: Credit

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

Item Lample:

You ~2lll like to purchase a National Library of Medicine document but
you need 10 verify the price before ordering. Which of the following
is pot an appropriate source for verifying this information?

l.  National Library of Medicine News
2. GPO Sales Publications Reference File
3. Monthly Catalog of United States Government Publications
4. MEDOC
5. National Library of Medicine Current Catalog
Sources:

i i ice. 4th ed. Chicago: MLA, ‘
1982. vol. 2, p. 111-113




AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION
‘ ‘ HOSPITAL LIBRARY

Obicctive 5
Statement of Objective

Identify principles of effective management in hospital library
services.

General Description

Each examinee should be able tc identify the principles and practices
of planning, staffing, marketing and/or evaluating hospital library
services.

Content Limitations

Sources: Bradley, J. Hospital Librarv Management. Chicago: MLA, 1983.

Kev Elements: Elements and types of planning, basic principles o

markeling/promoting library services; personnel administration,

including recruitment, interviewing, supervision, and evaluation of

library staff and volunteers; classes and strategies for evaluation of

library services, including performanc< measures and quality assurance
‘ techniques; factors in managerial communication.

Item Format 1
Stimulus Attributes:

1. The stem describes a library service or program for which some
alteration is being considered.

2. The stem may include a summary of steps already taken in
implementing the propused change.

3. The stem concludes with a question: "Of the steps 1i ted below,
which should you take next/first/last?"

Response Attributes:

L Four or five alternative responses will be given, each of which is
a step in plannirg, narketing, staffing, communicating or
evaluating library services.

2. Each distractor must be plausible and management-r.'ated, although

not necessarily related to the area of management under specific
ccasideration in the particular item.

®
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Item

5.

Responses may be determined as incorrect if out-of -sequence or
inappropriate to the process required.

Each response will be a single step; no response will involve the
combination of steps previously cited.

Only one response will be completely correct.

Criterion for Credit

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

Item Samgple:

You are considering implementing a service for the hospital library. Of
the steps listed below, which should be taken first?

1. Establish objectives for the service
2. Establish a policy for the service
3. Perform a needs assessment

4. Review institutional goals

Source:  Bradicy, J. Hospital ) Zrary Management. Chicago: MLA, 1983,

p. 201.

Format 2

Stimulus Attributes:

1.

The stem contains the statement "You have an ongoing service in
your library which you wish to improve/evaluate/market.”

The stem may include a description of the situation and steps
already taken.

The stem concludes with the following "Of the
steps/approaches/techniques, etc., cited below, which would be
taken first/last/next OR would be most/least appropriate?”

Response Attributes:

L.

Four or five responses will be given, each a plausible element in
managemen’, but not necessarily in the area of specific
consideration in this particular item.

Each r' ponse will be singular; no response will combine responses
previously cited.

Responses will be incorrect if they are out-of-sequence or
inappropriate to the process described.
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4. Only one response will be correct.

Criterion for Credit

Credit will be given for the correct answecr only.

Item Sample:

You have an ongoing set of procedures for cataloging in your library
which you wish to evaluate. The purposes of the program are clear and
the claim on staff time ic well documented. Of the questions cited
below, which is likely to y.eld the least helpful information for
evaluation of the program?

1.  What materials are needed?

2. Can the routine be simplified?

3. What alternatives might accomplish the same or similar
purposes?

4. What role does the library committee play?

Source:  Bradley, J. Hospital Librarv Management. Chicago: MLA, 1983,

p. 324.

Item Format 3
Stimulus Attributes;
1. The stem presents a definition of a term or phrase relevant to

marketing, staffing, planning, or evaluation of hospital library
services.

Response Attributes:

1. To comrrehend principles and concepts of effective financial
resource management in haspital libraries.

2. Each distractor will be incorrect by definition.
3. Only one response will be correct.
Criterion for Credit

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

o
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Item Sample:

anticipates institutional chauges and analyzes how these .
changes may affect library services.

Management by objectives
Program planning

Project management
Quality assurance
Long-range planning

bl ol o8

Source:  Bradley, J. Hospita] * ibrarv_Mapagement. Chicago: MLA, 1983,
p. 204.
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AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION
HOSPITAL LIBRARY

Obicctive 6
Statement . Objective

Understand principles and practices in the effective utilization of
hospital library facilities and space.

General Description

Every examinee should be able to demonstrate knowledge of the
principles which guide hospital librarians in the planning and
management of hospital library facilities.

-

Content Limitations

Source:  Bradley, J. Hospital Libra;v Management. Chicago: MLA, 1983.

Kev Elements: Space planning roles, space requirements and estimation
techniques, planning documents, design and construction considerations,
transfers and moves.

Format
Stimulus Attributes:

1. The stem will address a single issue/problem/principle related to
space/facilities planning or management.

The stem will be introduced by a form of the question: Which of
the following is the most/least useful/appr -priate/likely ...
followed by the descrip-ion of an issue/problem/principle of
space/facilities planning or management in hospital libraries.

All distractors will be plausible and related to management
although not necessarily to space/facilities management.

4, Only one response will be completely correct.

Response Attributes:

L. Four or five responses will be listed, each consisting of a word,
phrase, or sentence.

All distractors will be presented in parallel form.

All distractors will be plausible and related to management
although not necessarily to space/facilities management.
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Only ¢ e response will be completely correct.

-riterion for Crzdit .

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

Item S.mple:

Which of tne following purpoces is least likely to be served by a
written space program for the hospial library?

Assists in developing initial planning concspts
Helps in the process of analyzing spacs needs
Provides a persuasive document tn Jcoby for new space
Clarifies the librarian’s role in the hospital organization

Source:  Bradley, J. Hospital Librarv Management. Chicago: MLA, 1983,
p. 281.
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AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION
HOSPITAL LIBRARY

Obijective 7
Statement of Objective

Comprehend principles and concepts of effective financial resource
management in hospital libraries.

General Description

Every examinee should be acquainted with basic principles of financial
management and should understand the terminology used in budgeting for
library services.

Content Limitations

Source: Bradley, J. Hospital Librarv Manageme.... Chicago: MLA, 1983.
Kev Elements: Hospital financial systems, sources of funding, types of
budgets and budget systems, tne budgeting process, funding equivalents,
sunk costs, opportunity costs, cost analyses, net present value
calculations.

Item Format 1

Stimulus Attributes:

1. The stem is a definition or description of a term, principle or

concept in financial managemen, displayed as a graphic or a
narrative.

Response Attributes:

1. Four or fi e responses will be listed, each cons'sting ¢ 2 single
word, phrase, or acronym.

2. Responses may be spelled out or presented as acronyms, but all
shov!d be parallel within a stem.

3. All distractors should be plausible and management-related,
although not necessarily related to financial management.

4. Distractors shall be incorrect by definition.
5. Distractors shall not include combinations of othe- responses,

6. Only one response will be completely correct.
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Criterion for Credit

Credit will be given for the correct answer only.

Item Sample:
is a techniques in wiich the budget prepa.er tabulates
individually all expenses to come up with an overall amount for the
coming year.
Cost-based budgeting
Add-on bu.geting

1.
2.
3.  Lump-sum hudgeting
4.  Zero-based budgeting

Source:  Bradley, J. Hospital Librarv Managsement. Chicago: MLA, 1983,

pp. 220-222.

Format 2
Stimulus Attributes:

1. The stem presents a problem or situation in financial resource
management, displayed in graphic or narrative form.

2. The stem concludes with a question:
(1)  Which of the following should/should not be the
first/last/next steps in solving/addressing the problem?
(2)  Which of the following is/is not useful in solving/addressing
the proolem/situua. on?
Response Attributes:

1. Four or five responses will be listed, each consisting of a
letter, term, phrase.

2. Distractors will be preseated in parallel format within the item.

3. All distractors will be plausible and management-related, although
not ceeessarily related to financial management.

4. Distractors shall not inciude combinations of other distractors.
5. Only one response wil! be coapletely ¢ rrect.
Criterion for Credit

Credit will be given fur the correct answer only.
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tem Sample I:

‘ Sample Livrary Budget
Statistical Comparative Line

Increase
1986 1987 or Percent
Budget Budget Decrease Change
I. PERSONNEL
A. Salaries $105,000 §127,000 +22,000 +21%
B. Pension 28,000 21,000 - 7,000 -25%
C. Sociai Securiry 12,600 10,500 - 1,500 -13%
D. Health Insurancs __ 2,000 —2.500 +__500 +25%
$147,000 (A) $161,000) +514,000 +10%
II. OTHER THAN
PERSONNEL
A. Administrative
Fees S 5,000 S 5,000 - -
B. Library
Materials 28,000 26,200 - 1,300 - 6%
C. Library Servicsas 23,000 24,700 + 1,700 + 7%
D. Operation &
Maintenancse 40,500 45,765 + 5,265 -13%
. E. Capital
Expenditures 12,000 13,800 + 1,800 +15%
F. Memberships 250 — 250 I e
Subtotal $108,750 (B)S115,715 + 6,963 + 5%
TOTAL (E)S255,750 (C)$276,715 (D)+20,965 + §%

If an add-on budget system is to be used next year for the budget displayed
above, which line must be used initially to develop the budget?

(L SRR NN
eYulwl. B

Source: Bradley, J. Hospital Librarv Management. Chicago: MLA, 1983,
pp. 221.




Item Sample 2:

You are preparing your budget request for journals next year and have
collected the following data:

A. # Of times each journal title circulated last year
B. # of times each journal title was photocopied last year
C.  Amount spent for journal subscriptions last year

Which of the following would be the most usefui information to add next
to this list? :

# of ILL's for journals last year?

# of journals owned in each subject area
Average cost per title for journals owned
Estimated inflation rate on journals

Swurce:  Bradley, J. Hospital Librarv Management. Chicago: MLA, 1983,

pp. 226.




APPENDIX VI

MEMO TO ITSM WRITERS (Sample)

To: TItem Uriters

From: Editorial Panei for the Crrtification and Registration
Examination

We are very pleased that you are submitting items for consideration

for the Zxamination. We have a big job ahead of us as we prepare a

new Examination covering a wide variety of subject areas and levels

of difficulty. Your assistance is crucial to the success of the new
Fxamination,

Submit each item on » separate form, giving the Panel :; much detail
as possible about each item. Of particular importance is the
citation giving the source of the correct answer. If the form does
not have complate information, your materials will be returned
without review, and you will be askei to submit the missing
information.

Rach item should be submitted to the ®ditor, who initiates the
Panel's review process which follows:

1. The item is sent to a Panel member for review.

a. 1Is the examination type specified and is it appropriate?

b. Does the item conform to the objective?

¢. Does the item meet the model sgpecification for that
ohjec :ive?

d. Is the item accurate and does it have only one correct
answer?

e. Does the source provide the correct answer?

f. Does the item seem reasonable in view of the stated
objective?

2. At this point, the Panel member will recommend one of three
nossible actions:
a. Accept the item as a part of the data bank.
b. Accept the item with ve.y minor revision (mostly
editorial).
€. Reject the item and discard it.

3. The Parel as a whole will review each of the items after the
initial recommendation has been made and will come to consensus
as to its final disposition.

To maintain examination confidentiality and credibility, you will no:
be notified as to whether or not your item was accepted. However, in
order to provide recognition for those of you who have taken the time
and affort to participate in the item writing process, the Panel will
publish a list of persons who have submitted items in the MLA

News. Our si.cere appreciation goes slong with this recognitioi.!
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PLEASE SEND ALL ITEMS TO
THE EDITOR OF THE MLA CERTIFICATICN/REGISTRATION EXAMINATION

1987/88 Rdito>
Rick B, Forsran
Dennigon Library
University of Colorado Health Scienczs Center
42C0 REast Ninth Avenu:
Denver, Colorado 80262
303/394-5125

The current Editor's name and address and the names of the Editorial
Panel are listed in the MLA Directory with the committees;.




APPENDIX VII

MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
EXAMINATION ITEM

.ﬂo-primoftm)

For which exam is the item intended?

O Genersl (Indicats which section) O Ares of Concentration (Indicate which exam)
O Heelth Care Environment O Public Services
O Public Services O Technical Services
O Technical Services O Hospital Library Manageme:..

What is the objective number? - Item Format?

Stem

Distractors (The correct answer shouid bs the last option.)
1.

ITEM REVIEW (PANEL USE CNL.Y)

Dete Received Panel Reviewer Date Sent
Remmendstion Dete

Accept O Accept with Minor Revision O Discard O

Dete Accepted _ MPL Databsnk Numter

Oetes Used




item form - 2
Explain what the item is intended to do.

Explain wt.y ssch of the first four distractors is incorrect snd why the fifth is correct.

Give the source of the correct answer {(exact citation).

Submitted b
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APPENDIX IX

EVALUATION
‘ WILL YO” DO US A FAVOR?

The Bditorial Psnel for the MLA Certification/Registration Examination is
interested in knowing whether this manual has been useful to you in
developing questions for the Examination. Plezse help us by reacting to
the questions delow and returning your response to:

Bditor, MLA Certification/Registration Exsmination
Medical Library Association

919 North Michigan Avenue

Suite 3208

Chicago, Illinois 60611

How helpful were the fo.. sing componencs of the Manual for Item W-iters?

Very Samewhat Not very

Infomation about Certification
Information about the Examination

Basic Considerations for Item Writers -
Hints for Writers
Preparing the Item-as-a-Whole
Formulating the Stem
‘ Generating Distracter Options

The Review Process

Appendices
Performance Objectives
Saaple Items
Iten Models

What suggestions do you have thet¢ would make the next edition of this
aanual mor~ helpful to persons writing items for the MLA Examination?




